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^HERE IS no fubjeS in the world upon which 

an author fpeaks with a greater degree of 

latent pride, or a deeper air of outward humility, 

than his own produilions.— He is perfeftly fenfible 

that they are trifles — yet he is bold enough to 

•publifh them —-and whue he feems to relinquifii 

every title to the favourable opinion of the world, 

he returns his warmeft thanks for paft obligations, 
and indiredtiy tells ^s he has obtained it— thus 

^ the public are reduced to the agreeable alternative, 

^ either of acknowl^ging his merit, or refleding 

.upon their own judgment-r-and the confequence 

. generally is, that through a fear of difparaging 

the credit of our tafte, or perfpicuity, we exalt 

him at once into a writer of confummate modefty, 

and uncominon abilities. 

The author of the Babler, however, wifhes 

to fteer between the extremes of an oftentatious 

parade, and an aiFeded diffidence ; he would by 

no means prefumptuoufly place his pieces upon a 

forum with the eflays of fome cotemporaries, nor 

would he meanly fink them to the level of others 

—a firft-rate reputation is no lefs beyond his hopes, 

than his deferts ; yet if in the fcale of honourable 

comparifon,"he rifes with no capital degree of me- 
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xitj he IS fatisfied that he cannot be the lowed m 
the ballance of contempt. — This declaration he i» 
the more emboldened to make, as during the 
courfe of his publication, he confiantly had the 

• honour of being re-printed by the greateft num- 
ber of his literary fellow labourers in the vineyard 
of the public, and have been often happy enough 

to go through half a dozen editions, in half the 
number of days. 

In the concluding number of thefe volumes the 
author has made fome obfervations on the nature 

. of effay writing in general, and rendered it incon- 
teftibly evident, that there is no walk of genius, 
which lies under fo many difficulties j yet of all 
the various effayifts the news-paper drudge, is the 
moft unfortunately circumftanced ; fmaJl as the 
boundaries of a Spectator, a Rambler, a 
World, an Adventurer, or a Connqisseur, 
may feem, the news- paper writer is under a neceffi- 
tyof moving in a ftill more contracSted circle-— the 
Printer (wlio on thefe occafioris is a very great man) 
does not fo much confider the importance of a 
writePs fubjefl, as the immediate profit of the 
partners j it is not the improvement of the reader 
which he confults, but the intcrcft of the paper, 
or the topic of the day, and therefore often ftints 
the effay ift in room, to advertife a parcel of ftolen 
goods, or to epitomixc the trial of fome remark- 

[ able murderer* 
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PREFACE. V 

I REMEMBER whcn the Babler was firft un- 
dertaken, I fent an effay,to the prefs, on which I 
had employed extraordinary pains; and which I 
warmly imagined would have procured me at lead 
a fortnight's reputation — the fubjedl of the eflay, 
was the abfurdity of party diflinftions ; but unhap- 
pily, though I had endeavoured to contradl myfelf 
within the moft moderate limits, I had ftilt ex- 
ceeded the prudential fcounds of the Printer; — he 
accordingly brought me back the manufcripf, 
and declared it could not ^ofSbly -be inferted 
without undergoing fome confiderable amputa* 
trons — It was in vain I argued with him on 
the importance of the fubjeS, tiie fpirit of the 
writing, and the tredit it would certainly do his 
paper — the rogue was incorregibly dull ; and told 
me if I would have it in, I muft ftrike a pen 
through the King, cut out lord Bute, and burn the 
people of England — Thefe conditions were too 
hard to be complied with — ^ and I rather chofe to 
leave my admirable eflay out entirely, than man- 
gle it to the taile of an unfeeling blockhead, wha 
appeared fo glaringly callous to the beauties of a 
mafterly produAion.^ 

Circumscribed thus unhappily in my limits, 
the reader of judgment will not be furprifed at 
finding, many fubjefts thrown frec^uently into little 
hiftories, which othervvife fituated, I fliould have 
attempted to difeufs, on the methodical principles 
of a regular argument — As I had not room to en- 
ter into elaborate difquifitions, it was my bufinefs 
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vi PREFACE* 

to give the Reader a little entertainments and my 
duty at lead to amufe his fancy, flnce I was un- 
able to improve fais underftanding. 

The principal matter which the author thinks 
himrdf under a nisceffity of apologizing for, i$ th« 
fimiliarity which the reader will 6nd in fome of 
the fubjedis; this was a circumftance which^ 
though the author was well aware, it would ex- 
pofe hipi to the cenfure of the judicious, he could 
not conveniently .avoid j as it was impoffible to 
Jellver himfclf fully on fome points in a fingle 
paper, he was under a neceffityof refuming fuch 
as were moft material to be difcufied ; he flatters 
'himfelf however, that he will not be thought ex- 
tremely reprehenfible on this account, fince thofe 
who are fatisfied with the mere fuperficials of a 
fubjeft, may cafily efcape. the repetitions, . .while 
thofe who expeft any information by proceeding, 
may as eafily pardon the prolixity. Upon the 
whole, there is nothing in the volumes now offered 
. to the public, for which the author could not urge 
fome palliation; but his excufes, perhaps, by tref- 
,.pafing on the readers patience, at a time they can- 
not correft the minuteft error, in his performance, 
.will themfelves ftand in need of an apology; he 
. will therefore only add, that tendernefs in criti- 
. cifm is the next virtue to generofity; and that he 
. {hall fcarcely feel- a greater fhare of gratitude for 
* thofe, who kindly difcover any little merit in the 

following Effays ; than for thofe who benevolehtly 

overlook their numerous impeife£lionst 

CON- 
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N u M B» I. J^urday^ Bebrmry i7. 

XK*M"^HERE isfcarcely a little Eraylft 
^it #]3[^ now-a-days, who aoiufes the worM 
^ T A under any particular title, but gives 

Ul^ \^h ^^'^''^ ^^^* ^'^^ ^^ greateft Confe- 
itr^ J'^Js qUence, and claims fome .degree of 

affinity with the Tatleu and Si»ectatjOK : in* 
deed, where tbe itch of reading is nearly equal i^ 
the cacoithes firihendi^ a man has no great occafion. to 
l>e poilefled of either much genius or education to 
become » literary legiflator, and fet hlmfelf tip at 
a regulator of the public ; the moft material article 
of all is, the choice of a tolerable title to attraS: 
the attention of the reader, and if this can be 
happily ftruck out, learning atfd abilities are not fo 
much as fecondary confiderations* 
Vot I. B I^ 



2 T H E B A B L E R. No. r. 

In modern literature, a motto is a matter of no 
little confequence, and an author, in the prefcnt 
anno domini, can no more pretend to circulate 
his writings without a motto, than without the 
affiftance of the daily and evening papers.: ma- 
ny an induftrious pedlar, in the fmall wares of 
letters,' has got off an edition of his pamphlef 
without any other recommendation than the 
name and the motto, and alarmed the world 
with a very terrible title page, when the contents 
were as innoceot as water gruel^ and infipid as a 
cold veal without either lemon or fait. 

In this univerfal purfuit after titles, I do not 
cfteem myfelf very unhapy in the choice' of the 
Bablfr ; it is a chara6ter under which the ge- 
nerality of mankind are more or lefs diftinguifh- 
ed, and which is indifcriminately applicable to all 
orders and (ituations ; , different people only differ 
in the manner, but they are always fure of agree- 
ing in effentials ; and the humble mechanic, who 
harangues for the good of his country over a foli- 
tary pint of porter, is in fadl no more a Babla^ 
than a perfonage of diftinguiflied rank, who talks 
about the national importance with all the ufual 
eafe and infipidity of diftin<aion and importance. — • 
In realijty, the great bufinefs of mankind is tabling ; 
for, if we place the principal happinefs of fociety 
in converfation, a very little regard to any com- 
pany we may happen to fit with, will convince us 
that the generality of our acquaintance are nothing 
wore th2in Babkrs j fo very limited is the number 

which 
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which difcourfes now-a-days with aiiy inclinatioft, 
to improve or entertain, that, 'I dare fay, my rea- 
ders will be furprized when I fet down Tome of the 
tnoft eminent names in the kingdom among the 
order of Bablers, 

The word Babler being principally confined to 
verbal indifcrejtion and Impertinence, I fliall €m* 
ploy the remaining part of this EfTay in giving 
my readers fuch particular deffcription of the Babler^ 
that they can never be at a lofs in the applicatiofi 
of the term when they meet with any 6i niy re- 
lations* . . . - 

Whenever a perfon feetns extremely earneft 
to engrofs the converfation of the company, there 
can be no manner of doubt that he is a Bahler. 

Whenever a perfon is uncommonly liberal in 
the payment of unneceflary compliments, the moft 
extenfive degree of good-nature cannot avoid f^t* 
ting him down a Bahler, 

Whenever a. man is fond of remembenng te- 
dious and unentertaining ftories, and is apt to be* 
put in mind of fuch and fuch a particular anecdote, 
by fome correfponding crrcumftance^ which' may 
cafually arife in converfation, that man is, by 
every manner of means, a Babler^ 

Whenever we fee a man making an unnecef- 
fary parade of his education, and interlarding his 
difcourfe with technical terms, or fentences not 
clearly underftood, in the language Of Dogberry, 
^ fet him down a — Babkr^** 

B a Whenever 
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Whenever we find a man foni of repeating 
his own jokes, and defirous of telling the good thing 
he faid to his friend Jack fuch a-one, at Aich a 
time — down with him — zBabler, 

Whenever wc fee any perfon ready to circulate 
the laugh at the expence of decency and good 
manners, there is no occafion to hefitate in pro«> 
flouncing him a Babler. 

Whenever we meet with a man difpofed to 
contradict, for no other reafon but to fhew the fu- 
periority of his own abilities — O ! a Babkr^ a 
Babkr. And, 

When we bear him difpute upon a fubje£l he is 
totally unacquainted with, who can deny but he 
is a moft confummate BabUr. 

Having thus given the out-lines of zBab/erj any 
perfon with a very indiiFerent pencil, may work up 
a (Iriking likenefs of the . greateft number of his 
acquaintance : for my own part, like the reft of 
my brethren, I (hall fpeak of men and things as 
I find myfelf prompted by humour or inclination | 
the only' reftriAion I (hall lay myfelf under, is 
ever to have decency and candour in view, and 
never entirely to lofe fight of my little judgment 
and underftanding.— Upon thefe principles I hope 
to entertain the public ; and, fiiould I fail in the 
attempt, I muft condok myfelf with a line of my 
friend Horace^ 

Afagms tamen txidii aujtsm 
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Numb. II. Saturdau February 19. 

IN the variety of courfes which the generality of 
. mankind purfue for the attainment of happinefs, 
it is not a little furprifing, that they fhould be 
ihamefully inattentive in one of the moft material 
points that can poffibly infure it, — The point I 
mean is, that union of the fexes, which, proper- 
ly concluded, is the foundation of felicity to indi- 
viduals, and of fecurity to the public. — Nature- 
has given every parent a power of direfting the in- 
clinations of their children, but allows of iiouiv- 
feafonable authority to force them ; and fuch as 
have a (enfible concern for the-happinefs of their 
ofFspring, fhould be particularly careful that a re* 
ciprocai paffion fubflfted between the parties before 
they confented to an inviolable union. — The ill* 
direfted tendernefs of parental afFe£lion, has often 
been produ^ive of the moft unhappy confequences: 
and many a father has made his children miferable \ 
for life, by a miftaken folicitude fpr their welfare, 
and by making a provifion for their happinefs 
which was not in the leaft elTential, and for which 
they had not, in all probability, any manner of 
occafion. — lam led naturally to this fubjedl by a 
pap^ now lying before me, the contents of which 
are here prefented to the reader ; 

B3 5S 
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To the B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

• The wretch who is fentencdto die^ 

May efcape^ and leave yu/iice behind i 
From his country perhaps^ he may fly, 
Bui O / -— - Can he fly from his mind ? 

JAM the moftmiferable of men ; and, notwith- 
ftanding it might be more prudent' to conceal 
the caufe of my afRi£lion, I find an inclination to 
difclofe it in this public manner, too ftrongly to 
be refifted. —-I am a young fellow of five and 
twenty. Sir, neither deformed in my perfon, nor, 
I hope, unhappy in my temper; my fortune is eafy^ 
my education liberal, and, I fuppofe, I am as wcU 
calculated to pafs in a croud as the generality of 
my acquaintance. 

About twelve months ago. Sir, I fell paf&o- 
nately in love with a young lady, whofe beauty and 
merit entitled her to a rank much more exalted 
than what I could raife her to, though (he was 
much my inferior in point of fortune. ■— She was 
.at that time courted by a young gentleman in the 
law, and matters had aftually gone fo far, that a 
day was appointed for the folemnization of the nup- 
tials. — All this I was very well informed of, yet 
impetuoufly hurried by the violence of my paffion, 
I difclofed it to the father. — - He was a man of the 
world J — my circumftances were much better 
than his intended fon-in-»law's, and he paid a lefs 
:Uteation to the happincJfs, than he fhewed for the 

a.dvancement 
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advancement of his daughter. — Why fhould I 
take up your time, Mr. Babler ? Maria's match 
with her former lover was immediately broke off,' 
' and the unhappy young lady, who never prefumcd 
to difobcy her father's commands, was torn from 
the man of her heart, and married to one ihc 
could never love, 

' I WAS in hope, Mr. Babler, that a little time, 
and a tender behaviour on my fide, as a man ne- 
ver loved more fondly than myfelf, would have 
utterly erafed Mr, Bridgegrove from the bofom of 
my wife, and placed me in his ftead, — But had 
I not been befotted with my love, I might have 
eafily known, that a laudable imprcffion upon the 
mind of a fenfible woman is never to be eradicat- 
fcd : — No, Mr. Babler, it is utterly impoi&Ble. 
:— When a young raw girJ, indeed, entertains 
vfomething like a regard fof. a-man, without know 
•ing the reafon of her e&eem, it is nothing but a 
,ftruggleof defire, or, more properly fpeaking, the 
wheyinefs of inclination, which, in a little time, 
fte laughs at herfelf, and,, as (he grows in under* 
ftanding, eafily Ikims off. —But, where a woman 
of fenfe has placed her affections on a man of me- 
rit, the paffion is never to be erafed ; the more (he 
ponders on his worth, the more reafon (he has to 
love him, and (he can never ceafe to think of his 
perfedlions, till (he is wholly divciled of thought. 
Unhappily for me, Mr. Babler, this was 
the cafe. Mr. Bridgegrove poffeffed the whole 
. heart of Maria, and, in reality, deferved it : he is, 

B 4 perhaps. 



t T H E B A B L E R. No. a. 

perhaps, the moft amiable of men, and, poor 
fellow, loves her to diftraaioq. I have been nc^ 
married, Mr. Babljer, ten months, and have, 1 
flatter myfelf, cxpreffed every aft of tendernefs 
proper for the l^ver or the hufband, but to no pur- 
pofe. My wife Jbehavcs with the utmoft complai- 
fance, is uncommonly folicitous to pleafe, but this 
conduct is the effefl of her good fenfe, and not the 
confequence pf her love. The little endearing in- 
tercourfesbetw'een hufband and wife, are fuffered^ 
not enjoyed I if I complain of her coldnefs, flie 
.aflum«s an air more gay, and affefls to be pleafed, 
though I fee the ftarting tear juft burftingfrom her 
eye, and know the grief that rankles at her heart. 
Nay, the more I carcft the more mifcrable (he is 
jnade ; and I fee her generoufly lamenting that {h« 
cannot place her heart upon the man that pofTefles 
-her hand, and is not utterly uawortby of ber 
cfteem. O J Mr. Babler. he muft have no deli- 
cay, no feeling, that dan bear a circumftance like 
this unmoved. How am I frequently torn to mad- 
nefs with refledlion, even when I have her faftened 
to my bofom, to think ber whole foul is at that 
very moment running on another man. In her 
fleep (he frequently throws one of her fine arms 
round my neck, and pronounces thet name of 
Bridgegrove in a manner that diftrafts me. Our 
liitle hoy (for (he is lately brought tabbed) inftead 
of a blefling is another fource of anxiety to us 
both. I over- heard her yefterday morning, weep* 
ing over the child, and crying, ^* My fvveet hoy, 
- . poor 
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poor Bridgegrove ihould have been your &ther/' 

O ! Mr. Babi^r, can any fituation be fo afflid- 

ing as mine : — I have made the moft amiable bf 
women for ever wretched, and torn 'a worthy 

-young fellow from the miftrefs of his heart. I 
have brought all my forrows on myfeif, with the 
diilrefsful confideration of having no right to com- 
plain. .1 deff rve, to be miferable. The man who 
would meanly hope to be happy in marriage, by 
facriiicing the inclination of the woman he loves, 
and ungeneroufly lofes every regard to her wiihes, 
while he endeavours to gratify his own, has no 
pretenfion to felicity. Had I never obtained the 
poiTeffion of Maria, I (hould not have been half fo 
wretched as I am now : time, and another objeft 
would, jperhaps, have enabled me to bear her lofs : 
• — but now, mafler of her perfon, to find another 
in pofleffion of her lieart^ and to know that there 
is one whom (he holds confiderably dearer than my- 
felf, are confiderations abfolutely infupportable. I 
cannot dwell any longer on the fub}e6l : I (hall 
therefore conclude with ah advice to my own fex, 
never to marry a woman wbofe heart they know is 
engaged, nor to take a pitiful advantage of a fa- 
ther's authority, in oppoiition to her inclination. 
If (he be a good woman, ihe can never forget her 
firft choice, and if |he be bad, will inevitably bring 
ihame and fcandal on the fecond*- 

lam, 

S I R, &c. 

B 5 * Numb. 
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Numb. -Ill, Saturday^ February lif. 



XXT" H E N I firft commenced Periodical Eflayift, 
my fears prefented' a thpufand difficulties to 
my imagination, in the procefs of my defign. — I 
dreamed of incefiant application^ to pen and ink,, 
and of continual vifits from thofe very worthy 
gentlemen, who are honoured' with the appellation:; 
of Devih to the Prtfs : but my apprehenfions 
were entirely groundlefs. -— I no fooner appeared 
in print than a whole army of good-natured per^ 
fons inftantly drew up in my favour, amongft the 
reft the wife of a city man of fafeion, who>writes. 
tp mc after the following manner : 

7i <A/ » A B L E Rv 

S I R, ^ 

T AM a haberda(her*S wife, not very far from^ 
Cornhill, airtd though I never received any 
other education than what the'Englifli language 
could afford mc,, or made a greater progrefs in my> 
ftudies than the Rule of^hree DlreS ; yetl can> 
fpell tolerably enough, and,, though I fay it, know 
Ck Jheefi headfiom a carrot as well as. Hodge in 
the new opera. •-- But, Sir, to the bttfipitfS' of my 

letter. 

My huftandand I; Sif, are Ja young. couple jiift 

ftt up in bufiiiefs, and, you know Mr. Babler, aa. 
fpch, ought to-bei extremely compkifant and refp£i-. 

fiJ.tft ojircirflQrocrs,'--Ia tb€.w?y of tr^^^ every. 
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body who lays out a penny with us is to be confi- 
dcred as our fuperiors, at lead while they- (la^/ in 
our {hop :— but my hufband, who, it feems, is wifer 
than I am, is quite of a contrary opinion.— -He 
never keeps his hat off a moment in the houfe-— 
and behaves to every one as if he rather laid them 
under an obligation by thefale of his own commo- 
i dities. — If a lady fteps in to buy a picceof ribband, 
or a hat, inflead of (hewing her a variety of 
^ things, that may fix her attention, or induce her 
. to make an additional purchafe, he talks to her 
about plays, and about operas : inflead of faying, 
" Thefe, Madam, are the bcft pair of gloves in 
the kingdom, '' he cries out, ** To be fure Mr. 
Garrick is the greatefl: ador in the world ;" or, 
" To be fureMilis Brent is the fineft finger in the 
univerfe, " —There is no bearing of him., Mr. 
Babler : — the fellow will prate a whole hour 
^ about Shakefpcar, when he ought to be number- 
ing up his threads ; and run him/elf out of breath 
. in encomiums on Otway, when he ought to be 
hufy in the praife of his handkerchiefs. 

But thefe are trifles, Mr. Babler, when com- 
pared to fome other inftances of his behaviour : — 
. why, Sir, he would not rife from dinner to ferve 
the Lady Mayorefs. — At dinner time, if he; is 
. told any perfon wants him about bufinefs..— 
•♦ D — n itj do they think he'll get .up from his 
- dinner ? Can they find no other time to come but 
when he is juft fat down at table ? Let them v/zh 
i>rcall again,- which ever they think proper..". — 

Bfr Ah, 
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Ah, Mr. Babler, pet^le that are in trade flibuld 
get up from breakfaft, dinner, and fupper, to 
attend the neccffary duties of their profeflion* 
— Thofc, who have no other dependence, ihould 
think themfelves happy in heing called to their 
bufinefs at dinner time, fince it is by that means 
they are enabled to. have any dinner at all. — No 
later than Wednefday laift, Sir, this attention to 
his ftomach loft htm a country order for a humlred 
pounds; and even the deputy of our wafd was- 
kept waiting yefterday above ten minutes in the 
fcop, though he came to difcharge a little account 
which was due for his wife and tyvo daughters. 

As I am refoJved, now I have begun, Mr. 
BABLElt, to let you kftow all his faults, I muft 
inform you he^bas larety bought a horfe, and paiU 
thirty guineas for this hopeful bargain: — this 
horfe he is to ride out every Sunday if the wea- 
ther be fine, and he happens to hav« nb engage^ 
mcnt. — *Ti$ odds. Mo Babler,. that he does, 
not find a ride convenient once a mohth — or 
that fomething does rK>t prevent his excurfion even 
at the end of that period : — but, however, let us 
fuppoie that the weather and accidental engage* 
ments will permit bini to go out one Sunday in 
four^ the ftabling and provinder for his horfe will 
at leaft aqfiount to feven ihilltngs a week : — fo 

that every time he takes a rid^ out, horfe hire wil) 
coft him eight and twenty feillings, (not to fey 
any thing of the original purchafe ;) and for Half 
the Qumey he might get a hackucy coach for the 

whole 
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•whole day, to carry all his family.-— And here I 
cannot help reflefling, Mr* Babler, upon this 
injudicious praftice of riding out every Sunday, 
which feems fo mych in fafliion among the genera- 
lity of our polite citizens. «-^ If a tradefman buys 
a horfe, and does not rtde oiit every Sunday, his 
purchafe becomes ufelefs, and his money thrown 
Away : -^ if he does, he debars himfelf of every 
other enjoyment, and cuts himfelf off from the 
only opportunity he has of attending the public 
worifaip of God. — He is loft to his family and 
^friends one -day in feven, and js an alien to his 
Creator, on the moft facred of them all. 
. PRAy, Mr. B'ABLER, print this letter: — youf 
writings are much read in our neighbourhood, 
apd my hufband himfelf condefcends to (ay you are 

a very fenfible fort of a fellow* If you fhould 

have any opportunity, I beg you would fpeak 
fometbing about the drefs of tradefmen, for I have 
ibme reafon to think my hufband has a£lual?y 
befpoke a laced hat, and given the taylor diredli* 
ons to put vellum holes in his next fuit of cloatfas. 
•^Do oblige me, dear Mr. B abler, and I ihalt 
always acknowledge myfelf much 

Your bumble fcrvant, , 

WINIFRED TAPELY. 



Nu M »% 



14 T H E B A B L E R. No^-^. 

*. N u M R, IV*. Saturday^ March 5. 



OF all the enemies to fociety, there is none 
which fbould be held in a- greater abhorrence 
than a man of gallantry profefled ; and yet," ki 
this faftiionable age, it is a charader which the 
generality of our young fdlows, and but too ma- 
ny of our old ones, are uncommonly folicrtous 
to obtain. But the ftrongeft inveflives againft 
this infamous difpofition, may not, perhaps, be 

. half fo ferviceable as a little ftory, which a very ' 
' worthy gentleman of my acquaintance, favoured 

' me with laft night, for which reafon I (hall lay 

. afide declaration and proceed ,to my narrative* 

Not many weeks ago, at the firft reduction of- 
our forces, among many other officers who were 
difmifled, a young lieutenant,* one Mr. Franfliam^ 
received his. difcharge. As the income of this 
gentleman's commiiTion, during his continuance \ti. 

• the army, could not fufFer him to lay by any migh- 
ty matters for an emergency, his half pay would 
have been bat a flender fubfiftence, had not an.old 
fchool-fellow of his, one Mr. Harold, a coun- 
try gentleman, made him a cordial offer of hisr. 
houfe and table, till he (hould be fortunately pro- 
vided for in. fome reputable employ. Mr. Haroldf 
was the moft amiable of , men ; he had a handfome 
pcrfon, a fine underftaftding, an afHuent fortune^, 
and a benevolent heart : He had been but newly 

.* m^tx'M to a ypung lady, of. whom he was pari- 

©xiatcly;.' 
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onately fond ; and who, if wit and beauty wece- 
capable of conftituting matri«iooial felicity, could 
not feil of nrakitig him the moft happy of men. 

Mr. Fr^nfliam was one of thofe people who pro- 
fefled a Covcnt-Gardea fort of knowledge, and,. 
Eke a maggot in a cheefe, kjiew no part of the 
world but the, rotten : His converfation. was lively^ 
but not improving,, and he Carried the appearance 
. of much uniierftandiag, though, in. reality, he 
, had but little fenfe : his company, however, wa» 
entertaining enough-: he talked of the polite di^ 
verfions j: told a ftory tolerably well i and fung; 
with fome voice, and much tafte. As the flafliinefs 
of his converfation. carried the appearance of wit, 
Mrs. Harold was not a little pleafed with, her new 
vifitant 5 and Mr^ Franlham,, from the firft mo* 
ment he came into the houfe, had', formed a defign 
of rendering bimfelfas agreeable as poffibleto her,, 
and without either being confined by the rules 
of friendifaip^ or the principles of gratitude, he- 
thought he could not be in reality a fine gentle* 
man, without endeavouring to alienate her affec- 
tions from berhufband. — To .dwell upon. the. cir- 
cumftances is unneceffary 5 he left no art uneffay- 
ed to gain his pointy and, in,anevil hour, too fatally 
fucce.eded: 

PoQR Mr, Harold,, notrin the leaft fufpe£llng Jhe 

nature of their intimacy, was really pleafed at the 

countenance fhewn to Mr. Fran{bam,.byvhis wife : 

every mark of complacency (hewn to that gen - 

: tlemani he looked upon as a particular inftaqce 

of. 



i6 The B A B L E R. No. 4. 

of her affection for himfelf; — but one evening 
returning from a vifit, which he had paid alone to 
a gentleman in his neighbourhood, confiderably 
fooner than he was expefled, upon going up to 
Mrs. Harold's chamber, he found the door locked, 
and fancied he heard her voice, and Mr. Fran- 
fliam's, in a very familiar fort of converfation^ 
An inftinftive kind of terror ftruck inftantiy 
to his heart : — He knocked at the door, which 
not being immediately unlocked, he burft it open> 
and juft as he entered^ faw his perfidious friend 
efcape out of the window ipto the garden. Fran- 
tic at this fight, the violence of his paflion pre* 
vented him from purfuing the infamous villain, 
by whom he had been fo barbaroufly wronged : 
He gazed in a violent fit of horror for fome time 
upon his wife, who fat trembling on the bed-fide ; 
then ruqning to a cafe of piftols, which were 
kept generally in the bed-chamber, he fnapt onQ 
of them at Mrs. Harold^ and ran immediately 
after to find the partner of her crime ; but Mr. 
Franfliam, knowing Mr. Harold's temper too well 
to ftay within his reach, made fuch good ufe of 
his time, that he was quite out of danger before 
the other began the purfuit. 

Hafpily for Mrs. Harold, the piftol was not 
charged which was direded at ber, though the 
fright threw her into a fwoon : — but recovering, 
and finding herfelf entirely fafe, fhe thought it 
moft prudent to retire to a friend's houfc for z 
Iktle liEne> tiU a seconciliation could be efFeded 

with 
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with her huiband; Here ihe remained for about a 
inonthy and tried every means of obtaining his 
forgivne&, but to no purpofe ; and the following 
letter, which he wrote to her in his cooler mo- 
ments, put a total flop to any future attempts cf 
that nature^ 

^* By what name fliall I diftinguifh you?«~or 
*^ how (hall I be able to write to a woman with 
*' any degree of temper, whom I am born evcr- 
*< iaftingly to curfe and deteft. — ^Can you, Maria^ 
*^ be mean enough to think of living with a man 
'^ whom yQu have covered with difgrace, or bear 

^< the eternal memento which his prefence muft 
•c give you of your own,— that I did love,-^bitc 

<* wherefore do I dwell upon a circumftsince which 

<' I muft endeavour to obliterate for ever, or meil* 

^< tion the fincerity of my paffion, when I think 

** upon the reward it has met. 

•** Jf I expeft to be. forgiven myfelf in the n^xt 

^' world, Maria, you conjure me to pardon your 

** offences in this. — -What a wretch inuft the man 

^ be who excufes a crime which the eye of all 

^^ acquitting mercy cannot look upon without 

•* horror.— If there are particular crimes, which 

** we are taught to believe heaven itfelf will n*t 

** pardon, can we fuppofe that there are not in- 

*• juries which it is impoffible for human nature 

•* ever to over-look? --Forgive you, Maria!— oh 

" that I could.— My anguifc would not be of that 

** poignant natures which it is, could the bafcnefs 

•* of your conduft ever be forgot*— See me!— no* 

«« —Fly 



C€ 
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«« —Fly me as far as earth can part us j for fhould 
** we once meet, I will not anfwer but that mo— 
** ment may be our laft.-— As for the villain \ T 
'• cannot name hfrn!— to the moft diftant corner 
'^ of the world I'll purfue him ; he (ball be an 
eternity a dying: imd yet if he feels half of what 
I fuiFer, hell itfelf cannot poffibly afflid him 
*' more.— Diftraftionchoaks me, I cannot proceed. 
"—If adultery! if the violation of the moft 
,** folemn vows given in the immediate prefence of 
'^ the living God is pardonable above, I will not 
** pray for your perdition. — But fhould you again 
** urge my temper by an infolent application for 
. ** my pity, — in fome bitter moment of my fouf, 
** perhaps I may be provoked to fupplicatc that 
•** the divine goodnefs may be as far from you» as 
. ^^ the compailion 

" Of the wretched, 

' ' ** Francis Harold." 

The fequel of the ftory is, — Mrs.Harold, through 
.ihame and remorfe, is pining at the houfe of a re- 
: lation in the country, and fuppofed to be in a very 

declining fituation.*— As for Franfliam, he efcaped 
.over into France; but falling into a number of 

exceffes, reduced himfelf to the neceffity of the 
*Toad ; but being apprehended in his firft robbery, 
; will in all probability, if he efcapes death, be con* 
. fined during life to the gallies. Mr. Harold is 

grown more compofed, and all his friends are bu- 
. £ed in keeping up his fpirits, and with fuch fuccefe, 

that 
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that it is hoped in a little time his tranquility will 

be reftorcd, efpecially as they all carefully avoid 

-mentioning a- fingle fyllable, of Mrs. Harold.— 

•We may conclude our Httle narrative with a few 

• lines from Rowe's Fair Penitent. 

By thefe examples are we taught to prove 
What fad aiFeds attend unlawful love. 
Death, or (bme worfe mifchance, will foon divide 
The wretched bridegroom from his guilty bride. 
If you would have the nuptial union laft. 
Let virtue be the bond that ties it faft. 



Numb. V. Saturday^ March 12. 

IT was a common expreffion of the late Boling- 
broke's, that if he was but ari hoar in the com- 
pany of a ftranger, and heard him fpeak but fifty 

•words^ be could tell the particular turn or bias of 
his temper. — • When I confider the general pro- 

*penfi''y of mankind to' enhance the idea of their 
own charaSers, and refleft that there is a particu- 
lar fomething in the opinion of every man which 
gives him an advantage over the reft of the world, 
I am inclined to belive th^t his lord(hip'& declara* 
lion is not altogether fo extraordinary as a perfoa 
a( firft might poffibly imagine it. 

' In people of underftanding the 'particular qua* 
lity upon which they principally value themfelves, 
is rather eafier to be difcovered than in thofe of 

(xrdinary 
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ordinarj capacities, becaufc convcrfation faking a 
more liberal turn, furniflies a greater number of 
opportunities to draw it out. I was laft night fit- 
ting with two or three friends, who are not a littte 
cfteemed in the literary world, when I immedi- 
ately reflefled upon lord Bolingbrokc's obfervation. 
•— One of them opened the difcourfe with a com- 
pliment to the abilities of Mr. Pope, and feemei 
intent to make that celebrated author the fubje£l 
of conveifation. Poetry he talked of as the firft 
of all the fcicnces, and confequently hinted, that 
fuch as excelled in this were fuperior Xo the moft 
eminent profeffors of any other. It is almoft need- 
lefs to tell, that my friend has himfelf publlfted 
fome pieces in this way of writing, which are uni- 
Yerfally admired ; anJ that while he was expatiate 
4ng on the merit of Mr. Pope, be had a fecret 
intention of reminding us of his own charaSer. 
— This gentleman, though a very fenfible man, 
carries his zeal for the poetical mufe a little too 
/ar : be looks upon every one with an eye of in- 
difference who has not received fome marks of that 
lady's favour, and very lately refufed a woman of 
ten thoufand pounds who was paffionately in love 
"with him, for no other reafon in life, than becaufc 
(he left the room, about fome domefiic occurrence, 
while he was reading an imitation of one of 
H -race's odes, which he had written, it feems," 
that morning. 

My poetical friend entertained us for fome 
time, when a mathematical acouaintance turned 

the 
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the difcourfe upon Sir Ifaac Newton; }fl a little 
time my good friend Dn Nettletop beat Sir Ifaac 
out of the field with Boerhaare ; Mr. Longwind, 
the hiftorian, however, quickly conquer'd Boer«- 
haave.witb Rapin ; and the wide field of hiftor]^ 
itfelf was not long after covered by Mr. Choleric^ 
the politician, with the triumphs of his immortal 
King of Pruffia. 

But if ib great a fondnefs of (hewing the par* 
ticular qualification wherein we excels though it be 
a meritorious one, is deferving of our cenfure, how 
much more to be condemned are thofe fort of 
people, who build their reputation upon trifles of 
the moft ridiculous nature, and are conftantly 
taking up the time of every company they are ad- 
mitted into with recitals of no confequence to 
themfelves,. and no entertainment to any body elfe. 
My coufin Jack Babler gives me great offence this 
way: Jack particularly piques himfelf upon a 
very fmall ftomach, and an unconquerable aver- 
fion to a buttock ,of beef. Hence, wherever he 
goes we are always fure of a diflertation upon eat* 
ing; the fmallnefs of his appetite Is a never-failing 
fourceof cbnverfation; and I have known him to 
take up two hours and a half to convince a jarge 
company that he has not eat a pound of meat in a 
fortnight. If by a revolution in his habit of body 
my poor coufin fhould unfortunately get a good 
^mach, he muft refign all pretenfioh to merits 
and banifh himfelf from fociety for the want of 
common converfation* 

Bur* 
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But the moft extraordinary chara£ler I ever 
know that was not abfolutely vicious, is my friend 
Sir Harry Whimfcy's: — Sir Harry has underftand- 
ing, and yet he only ufes it to be a fool ; he has a 
fortune capable of providing all the pleafures of 
life, and yet he is never happy till he is com- 
pletely miferable. — Sir Harry, if he happens to be 
indifpofed, is a little eafy in his mind, but if he 
be really ill, *tis then he experiences the higheft 
fatisfaftion ; his friends are all fummoned,. and' 
with an air of the utmoft confequence, told of his 
melancholy fituatlon j how the pain in his head 
has torn him to pieces, and how he has not had a 
wink of fleep for three nights. When he finds 
any concern «xprefled for his condition, his pride 
begins to fwell, and the notion of his own import- 
ance encreafes in proportion to the pity of his 
friends and the danger of his diforder* — He has 
been a man of very little merit however thefe three 
years, for, being naturally of a good conftitutioh, 
and not much addicted to intemperance of any 
nature, he has unhappily efcaped the fmalleft in- 
difpofition. 

The knowledge of thefe foibles in other people 
is 6f no advantage to us, unlefs they teach us to 
correfl: whatever may be amifs of the fame nature 
in ourfelves ; the beft of us have our little abfur- 
dities ; for which reafon when we laugh at the 
peculiarities of our acquaintance, we fliould by no 
means negledl an examination into our own. 

N u M s. 
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Numb. VL Saturday^ March 19. 

AT a time when* the whole Kingdom is run- 
ning mad with political difquidtions, it would 
be fomething hard if the B abler was not allowed' 
to dwell upon the fubjefl; but as he is very unlike 
the generality of his name-fakes, and dreads no- 
thing fo much as offending, he declares himfelf 
publicly a lover of truth, yet an advocate of no' 
party, and fets up for the title of a good En- 
glifliman without being either a Whig or a Tory.* 
Party diftinSions are to him, the moft difgufting' 
circumftances imaginable, and an intemperate zeal 
in the fupport of any faftion, not only the moft 
ridiculous commotion in fociety, but the moft 
dangerous. * / 

Sir Robert Walpole, who knew human nature 
as well as moft people, has been very open and" 
very honeft upon this fubjeft. I hive a letter of 
his this moment before me, which has never ye& 
speared in print, and which will, I dare fay, be 
no lefs a curiofity than an . inftrudlion to my 
readers. — Sir Robert, I need not obferve, had 
beei) for a long time the idol of the people, and 
was even committed to the Tower for too ftre- 
nuous an affertioii of their liberties. — After his 
intereft had got the better of his Patriotifm, and, 
that the fondnefs of fame had yielded to a paffion 
for power. Sir Robert vjrxote the following letten 

to 
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to an intimate friend who had reproached him for 
deferting the welfare of the public. 

• My dear Friend^ 
T RECEIVED your laft with much fatisfa£Uon» 

^ though it contained fome little acrimony on 
my condudl, and eafily difcovered the greatnefs of 
your efteem» notwithdanding it was blended fo 
frequently with reproof. 

Ini>££D, my dear friend, whatever colour my 
change of principles may wear, or however it may 
be considered by the generality of people, I have 
done nothing which every other man in the world 
would not have done in my fituation. — The very 
beft of us are fond of greatnefs and power in our 
jiearts; and however we may feem to defpife 
either, the contempt never lafts a moment longer 
than the incapacity to obtain them. — The friend- 
ihip of a King, the command of his revenues, an 
opportunity of promoting our friends and' tri- 
umphing over our enemies, let me tell you, are 
confiderations of no very trifling nature ; and the 
man, in my opinion, muft be fomething more or 
lefe than human, wherever they are refitted. — As 
I have not vanity. fufficient to' pretend to the firft, 
I have fenfe enough to avoid the imputation of the 
latter ; and am content with being nothing more 
than mortal, provided there are no malicious en* 
deavours to make me any thing lefs. 

Popularity, my dear friend, is nothing more 
^an 9k fiep-ladder for ambitioa to reach the fum*» 

mit 
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mit of place and {Preferment. We all have oar 
prices, and if it is afked why I continued fo lo^ 
in an oppofition to the court, my anfwer is this, . 
they did not come up to mine* There is fcarcdy 
a member, whofe price I do not loiow to a fingle 
fix • pence, and whofe very foul I could not almoft 
purchafe at the ficft ofEsr;— The reafon former mi- 
.. nifters have been deceived in this matter is evMenf ; 
' they never cbnfidered the tempers of the peopfe 
they had to deal with. I have known mintftefs 
ib weak as to offer an avaritious rafcal a ftar and 
garter; and to think of bribing a profttfe young 
rogue, who fet no value upon mohey, wirti a lu- 
crative employment.— I purfue methods asoppofife 
as the poles, and confequently my admintftration 
muft be attended with- very different efS^Sis. 

The people of England are, in general, a fet of 

hot'hea^d fools, a parcel of fenfible coxcombs, 

who, though perfcdly able to examine the bottoih 

of things, never judge farther than the futfKe.-^ 

They know their rights and privileges invJolabiy 

fafe, and yet they are never eafy unlbfeihey'lAifnk 

them in danger.-— It is no way difficult therefoi^, 

for an afpir^ng commoneF to take an advantage <lf 

this dtipofition, atnd to convert their •igni>rant fbli* 

citude for the public emolument, ^fnfirdy to the 

promotion of his own.-— A fkaunch oppdfiaoB on 

two or three ^ueitions, right or Wrong, ta the 

court, gets him a name; half a dozen impudent 

unmeaning fpeeches, the admiration ; arid A treit- 

fonable pamphlet, the very fouk of the people.*'^ 

Vol. I. C Patriotic 
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Patriotic barbers toaft him in ale-houfes, public-^ 

fpirited (hoemakers harangue for him in the ftreets» 

^and free-born chairmen and houfe- breakers, Cing 

forth his praifes in every night-cellar within the 

bills of piortality. — To quiet the minds of the 

mob, he gets a place. His own interefl then 

.obliges him to join the meafures of the coort. 

^Upon this, the golden idol turns inftantly to a calf, 

and leaves the field -Of preferment to fomebody 

^elfe, who is next to fliare the adtniration, and, in 

due time, the curfes of the vulgar.*— I remember 

I never thought my point completely carried, till 

.^hey clapped me in the Tower.-^I looked upon 

my&If then as a made man, and the event fully 

jQilified the warmth of my expedations. In reali^ 

I know i^. b|?(tet . friends to the conftitution of 

this country, was it any way in danger, than this 

,fet. of imaginary patriots :— they ftruggle very 

rheartily whik they are at it, and the moment they 

4U'e bought off, their preferment tnfpires others 

-with a .view of following their example, in order 

by "ihe f^me meao;^ U> attain the fame ends ; and 

,tbu9 we always find a fucceflion of zealous pa* 

->triot8, who conftantly advance the good of their 

cbuntfy by being fo very ftrenuous about their 

'«wnt But to drop this fubjedl, know, my dear 

friend,, that. the conftitution of this country is fo 

Jfriti^ally founde^j that whatever effefts the privi- 

l^ea of the people, will, in a little time, endanger 

.|h^ f(rer^ative of the crown : there is no fepa- 

,jate intereft fof either tf confult; and in fuch a 

. tafcj 
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cafey AO manof ienfe will dream that the court 
can have the kaft notion of encroaching dn the 
liberties bf the ful:jeA% 

• You fccj.my dear friend, how freely I deal with 
myfelf^ but, with me, patrlotifin goes for nothings 
.There IS flot thi^ moment one patriot in the houfe^ 

• cior, indeed, is there the leafl necef&ty that there 
fliould.*— Do not deprive me of your good opini6n 

• for my candour, hut go on to efieem me> and be 
flfliired I fluU ever remain. 

Your tiioft faithful friend, 

R. WAtPOLB* 



« ■ 



Numb. VII. Saturday^ March a6. 

' 'TpHE fubjeil of my correfpondent*s letter in 

A a farmer number, has procured me a very 

t'Ichfible compla^int from an honeft buckle*maker 

- fiear Cornhill^ and as it may ferve by way of fup- 

plement, I think, it moft proper not to poftpone 

the publication of ir« 

To the B A B L E R. 
S I R> 
'pHE remarks which were made upon the drefs 
c^tradefmen, efpecially thofe of the younger 
fort, in your paper, from a correfpondent, I can* 
not help admiring very much \ and the more fo, 
^^ they come home to an inftance in my own 
family, which has for a long time given me no 
little uneafinefs. 

You 
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You muft knovr, Mf. Babler, that I am a plaki 
pains taking man^ and neither more Or Icfs than a 
buckle-maker, near Cornhill : I have kept (hap 
. thefe twenty years, and brought up my fainily, 
confiding of a wife, onefon, and a daughter, de- 
ceit tly enough, though I fay it myfelf ^ and, may 
, be,, have faved a trifle or fo in my bufincfs ; but 
that does opt fignify. 

As every thing I have has been m\dk by a clofe 
application to trade, I do not chufe appearing 
grander, Mr. Babler, than what becomes a perfon 
x)f my ftation; fo that I confine myfelf to a fuit 
or two of modeft cloaths, and never put on my 
largeft wig or my bcft ruffled (hirt, but of i Sun- 
day. — My wife, however, who had been formerly 
a lady's maid in the citVf has higher notions, and 
as I do not chufe to quarrel with her, indulges 
herfelf in the gratification of them to as ridiciflous 
a degree as my circumftances can allow.r^Sbe 
wpujd not come into the Ibop for the world with* 
out a fack or a French night cap, and is fome* 
times fo loaded with powder and pbmatum-, that 
the very fmell is enough- to take away the breath 
of my cuftomers. I am never fuflfered, to walk 
with her of a working day, becaufe I am not fufficir 
ently fine; nay, I am to efteem it as no trifling 
favour, if I am permitted to accompany her to the 
White Conduit Houfe or Iflington fields of a Sun- 
c'ay. You may be fure, Mr. Babler, that fo hopet- 
ful an example has not efcaped my children with- 
out imitation. My daughter, who is about nine- 

teen» 
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teen, will put up with no lefs an appellation than 
a young Utdy^ and my fon of courfe thinks himfelf 
equally juftified in fupporting the title of a young 
gentleman 'f' he quarrelled with my eldeft apprentice 
the other morning for calling him by the familiar 
name of Andrew ; and my daughter iniifted upon 
turning away our laft m'aid, becaufe, in fpeaking 
of her to a third perfon, Ihe did not fay Mlfs Dolly. 
My wifels foolifli indulgence is a ftill greater 
means of fpoiling them. — My daughter is always 
drefled out in a manner that renders her above do- 
ing any neceflfary' article in the ceconomy of % 
boufe, and fuperior to the condefceiifion of ferving 
in 'the.fliop.^ — If a cuftomer comes in) inftead of 
aflcing what he wants, fhe' orders the boy to call 
bis mafler^ for (he woud not ftoop to fend for her 
father to haggle about a twelve-penny knife, or a 
two-fhilling pair of buckles.-^If (he fits behind 
the counter, it is with a look of dignity and im- 
portan^ce; and', to every new comer in, puts on 1 - 
new air, in Order to enhaiice the idea of her con- 
fequence: my wife has lately bought her a pair 
of ftone fhoe-buckles ; and I am hourly teazed to 
death about purchafihg her a metal watch. My 
fon, Mf * Babler, is not a whit lefs aflFe£led than 
my daughter. I cannot fee in what refpe<3 he is 
any way my fuperior; and yet, through his mo- 
ther's means, he appears in a manner I never durft 
aflume without being laughed at by all my ac- 
quaintance. He has his ruffled (hirt on every day, ' 
his clean white ftockings ; has actually got a filk 

C 3 waiftcoat 
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waidcoat with vellum button-bdes, and a gqUn 
laced bat for Sundays* Is there any bearing this^ 
Mr. Bablcr ! But this is not the word of it : As 
he improves in drefs, the more be decreafesjfl bis 
manners ; and the better he is fupplled with the 
articks of finery, the lefs refpcftful h?. gre^ws to 
thofe who provide him with the >meaas. Lord^ . 
Sir ! be qonfiJers me in no better light than a fott 
of an upper fervant, who is obliged to confult thd \ 
gratification of his pleafures, and to humour every . 
turn and whim of his inclination. He fcarce ever • 
takes his bat off before me, and is io fa^v.itowk . 
thinking that there is any tbiitg avt of chiaraAer 
in his drefsy that be is always excUimi^^ agakift- ^ 
the poverty of mine. In this be isfup{)orted botfaC 
by his mother sind his lifter, the former alw/iys de^ 
daring, I fbame them with my afafty way of zpr- 
peering,, and my dutifuh daughter, v^ondeftllg how«> 
her Papa candrefs in fo iliabby; ^,iid'pjjti(iil a man» , 
ner.-^We are talked of all overr4h^-:{|i«eighbQUiv ; 
hood) Mr. Babler, and I am for «ver ratQd at the 
Blue ^pils for fubmitting to my wii/efi^ndQminkMCi > 
in my family.— rPrint this, pray do,., ftamo may 
produce better eiFe(^s.thaa ceafoii,^ and^.if it bn^ ^ 
makes my wife concerned atherbebAvioWi J: fc^- 
jpoffibly have every rijht tp call my felf,.. : 

Your's,. 

ANjQiasY^ Anchor^ 

• • « 



No. 8;^ T-Ht BA3J.KR. 3*^ 



Numb. VIII. Saturday^ April 2. 



T*!? ^/5/? B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

MINISTERIAL advocates having, in 
^ the prefent political difpute, taken a number 
of liberties themfelves wiiich they utterly condemn 
in other people, and exclaimed with uncommon 
energy againft invedive, at a time they were deaK* 
iog. out the moft virulent abpfei I JhalJ^ for the 
entertainment of your readers,. Mr. Babler, give 
a, fort of Ptfitkal DiSlimary^ . id which t|ieir prin- 
cipal terms (hall be explained, and in which I 
fb^U religioufly confine myklf to the ideas they 
always annex to each parti^rjular epithet, as it oc-* 
citrs in the courfe-of their writings or conseerfation. . 

DififfiSHm u U^' king.'^ Whatever points out 
the grievances of the people, and endeavours Co> 
remove a weak or wicked minifter. 

A fower of fiction."] One who tells honeft 
truths, and is above the ixach of mini Aerial ixi^\ 
fluence and corruption. 

V)e Uantun^nefi of tbe prefs,'\ The candid me- 
thod of reprefenting the fuiFerings of the kingdom, 
and the fpeedieft means of having them redrefled. 

The moi.2 The dukes of Devon/hire y Grdfion^- 
' PortlandyZndNnvtafile; the marquis of Rociinghami 
tbe earls Temple^ H^rdwickj Bifbaroti^hy AJhburnhum^ 
&c. Uc. the lords Dudley j Monfotiy Sondes^ &c. &c. 

C 4 . Mr. 
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Mr. William Pitt, Mr. James Gnnvilky Sir George 
Saviiej Mr. Bici/ordy &c. &c. 

jf/i upright minljier,'] Lord Bute. 

A man of fuperior excellence and virtue.'] Ditto. 

The firmefl friend of the Jovereign."] Ditto. 

The truejl lover of his country,'] Ditto. 

jfn advantageous peace.] Unn^ceflTary concefCon^ 
to our enemies, and putting them again in a capa- - 
city of cutting our throats. 

jh honourable Peace.] Submitting to the demands^ 
of an enemy we had conquered, and refignir^^, 
without indemmfication, what we had purchafed 
with a profuiion of treafure and blood. * 

J good fubjteSi*'] A man with a bare backfide» 
and a lover of the itch. 

Prudence and oecondmy.] An increafc of taxes at ' 
the cdnclufion of an expenfive.war; and a lavifh- 
iog that treafure upon profligate favourites, which 
ihould be applied to difcharge the public debts of 
the kingdom. 

The faith (f the Tuition.] A defertton of the 
king of Prtlilia,' our ally, at a time that France 
bad made ftipulations in favour of his nK>ft im-« 
mediate enemies* * : ^ 

The eneouragement of genius."] A proviiton for 
the Humey Home^ Mallockj and other Scotch writers 
who had drawn their pens in favour of a Scotch 
mtnifter.' 

Subverjion of the con/lituHon.] To prevent the ma* 
chihaiions of tyranny and defpotiim, and to^. 

mair/taia: 
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maintain the purity of the laws and the liberty of 
the fubjefi. 

Oecono7ny.'\ A pitiful manner of .furnifhing the. 
royal kitchen, and a profufe method of expending 
the money of the kingdom. 

ConUn^t of the oppofitim.'] A filence when un- 
controvertible fa6ls are advanced, and a profecu- 
tion where any th'mg is uttered cohtrary to the 
chicanery of the laws, ht)wcver juft it may be in 
reafon. ... 

Mimfierial moderation.} A difcharge of every 
perfon put into oiEce during the admlniflration of 
the duke of Newcaftle, or Mr. Pitt, not even ex« 
cepting a fifty pound falary. 

Laws agreeable to the conjiituiion.'] A£ls which ar^e 
pafTed by miniflerial influence, and have an im- 
mediate tendency to encroach upon the freedoa 
and property of the fubjeA* 

Thefenfi of the kingdcm.'\ The didlates of an ar- 
bitrary and all grafping minifter, and the defpi- 
cable arguments of his mercenary advocates. 

Liberty and property.} A forcible entry of our 
houfes by meiTengers at midnight, and an im- 
prifonment of our perfons without either informa* 
ti^h or evidence. 

The good of the puilsc.'] A deffruflive cxcift 
bitli and an arbitrary manner of levying taxes, 
without any ibadow, of pretence^ or colour of 
neceifity. /.,..:., * 

HjiOoodjt wul expeff/he ivar.} The exercife of a 
juit reveAgur upoia^ our enemies^ and the reduction 
. ^ * ' ' -C 5 -of 
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of fettleti^eitte which woiild amply tevAbn^Cb cm^ 
cxpcnce^ if we had but fpirits or uaderftaii^ing t^ 
^Ve kept theni. 

Prudenu and bwnamly.l A mean fidwniffiOii to*. 
the offers, of an enemy nKtuccrf, . and a^ptttfiil ap*. 
ptehenfiori d£ a cevtrfe of fortune, whea that 
«n6my» ib f^t from being in a condittoft of attack^ 
ing us, was utterly incapable of defending himfelf* 

JitJHce iUid impartiality,] A captain's commiifionr 
to a child of not ten yeacs old, while i^any who 
had ventured their Rves* in the fervice of their 
country were perifliilig for bread. 

Rfward ef merit.] Places and penfions to fuch 
as had fcandaloufly fold the intereft of their coun- 
try, and- fupported the tyranny of a, prefuroptuou^ 

Minifter. 

'• Scandal and ditramm. ] A toegard for the name o£ 

Englilhman, and an avterfion.to the «ch. . 

Arrogance and prefumptioH.'] The fmalleft diffent 
from the ofiinion of an infoleat Scot), aod a refufat 
of that implicit fiibmyEon to aa over-bearing. 
Minifter, which, was nevet 03(l>eaed SkO^. dcfire*. 

by his roaftpr^ ' ' ' / 

A'uerftoh io^ fepubrfty, }> f^n affsaed; cdntenitt^ m 
a Minifter for a. people, by whomlle W4$ confci^ttft^ 
of beingjuftly and generally dcfpifcd.. 

A regard for the dignity of M Cmtm^^ A piobt 
pretence for praftiftng. th^ n^oft dtieftttbte nica»«^ 
to trample on the liberties of the people. :^ : 

Miniflerial reftgnaUon.y A Rtteeidtis melhod of 
efc^^ing fxQin ill^ hJ^W^ of: the p*WiCv bxiA aj 
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artful contrivance in a favourite to make others 
reffonfible for meafuret which arc guicjed by himfelf. 
A man abovs avarice.^ One who aflSiSs a total 
difregard for money, byt however procures thi^ 
moft lucrative places for bimfelf, and raiCes hii 
beggarly relations over the heads of the deferving^ 
to the firft oiEces of the kingdom. 

A man of the utmoft wifdom and vtrtue^l A mi- 
riifter who embroils a whole kingdom in dangerous 
diiTentions, and treads upon that people who 
-taught him the difference betv^een penury and 
affluence; the diftindion between opulence the! 
moft fplendid, and indigence the moft extreme. ^ 
Decency and candour,"] A fubmiiJSon. to the ar- 
rogant commands of a haughty, and an approba^ 
tion of th< deftru£live meafures of a wort)ile{s- 
favourite. 

Jn entmy to his country.'] Any perfon ill' the leaft: 
iiolicitous to preferve it from deftru^on* 



Ck Numb, 
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ID O not khow^ any thing in the prefent age 
which has done fuch eflential diiTcrvice to the 
CTufe of virtue and morality as the ridiculous 
affeflatioii of wit, which prevails in almoft every 
order of the people. Under a pretcnflon to this 
quah'ty, the moft blameable levities hccome uni-^ 
verfally admired ; and, what is much worie, the 
mod dangerous of all our vices are iet up as ai 
ffandard for public imitation, to deftroy the tran- 
quility of a deferving friend by fome occaiionat 
ftroke of impertinence, is, now-a-days, flif&cient 
foundation for the charafler of a wit, and we 
frequentFy reckon that perfon as poffeffed of.ex^ 
traordinary ahilitieSy who bids defiance t& the 
mandates of his God'. 

There Is one great unhappFnefi attending this 
propenfity to fafliionablc wit, which is, that men 
of the beft fenfe very often think themfelvcs ob* 
.ligcd to give in to the general opinion of their 
acquaintance; and, in order to merit the efteem 
of the world, fubmit to the very errors which theit 
own underfia'nding muft naturally lead them to* 
condemn. — Among the number of my own friends 
who are unhappily victims to the world in thi» 
refped, I cannot, without the utmoft concern, re- 
fleft upon poor Ned Froilhy^ 

When Ned came from the Univerfity, which 
was at the age' of nineteen^ be bad a doatlng old 

grand* 
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grand- mother, who fupplied him plentifully with 
rtioney, aftd by whofe fondnefs he was enabled t<;> 
indulge all the luxurious depravities incident to 
his years; Upon his firft coming to town he was 
introduced, as a hopeful young fellow at a fociety 
of wits, who frequented a fafliionable coffee- ' 
houfe in the neighbourhood of Coven t garden. 
Unacquainted with the world, their manners were 
perfectly new to our young adventurer, and 4t 
was not without an infinite pain he heard obfccnity 
and execration form the principle part of the firfl^ 
eight's difcourfe. Notwithftanding this, there was 
a fomething in the company which produced an 
involuntary attachment, and he was overheard 
whifperihg to the fViend who introduced him, 
** that it was a pity fuch and fuch gentleman vvere 
**-not lefs immoral, for he looked upon them as 
«< exceffivcTy agreeable,^ 

TherB is, in the human mind, a natural promp* 
titude of imitating manners wherever we happen 
to like a man. This was poor Ned's cafe ; in lefi 
than a week an oath was not altogether fo (hock- 
ing, and it was rather too referved for a young 
fellow to banifh an innocent freedom in talking of 
women that fuited with his years andconftrtutionv 
- There is no neceflity for ctrcumfiantial particu* 
larities ; fuffice it^ that Neciy befoce the month was 
over, grew paflSonately fond of the chara<3er of a 
wi/, and (hewed,- that in pufchafing fo honourable 
an appellation, he was utterly regardleis of the 

means*. * 

The 
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Th8 firft ftroke of 'wit that procured him any. 
HeputatioB, was the overturning of bis Grandmo-, 
0^r'5 coach, in a Uttle excurfion to Richmond^ 
where be infifted on mounting the coach- box, and 
commencing driver : Our PbaetoiXi unable to ma-, 
nage the horfes, drove againft a n;iUe-ftone» upoa 
which the carriage inftantly gave a violent jerk,, 
and pitched him headlong into a cucumber bed oi> 
the road fide, where he was miferably cut with, 
the glafies: the good old lady had her arm broke 
Vy the accident, and what with, the acutenefs of 
the pain» and her terrors for her Ucdd^y a fever 
enfued, which carried her off in a fortnight. When 
be was able to come abroad, his next fally of wit 
was upon an unfortunate waiter, whofe eye he 
^nocked out with the head of a tobacco-pipe j^, 
ibis coft him two hundred pounds to fupp)*efs a. 
profecution, exclufive of a twenty pound annuity 
during the life of the fufferer. — A duel with a. 
Ilighland officer for fome reflexions on brimftone 
was his next exploit; after which he fucceilively 
bred four riots at the playhouf<^, and carried oflF 
feyen milliners apprentices within the purlieus o£ 
Movent Garden^ It is re^i^rkable, that when oue 
Biodern men of wit endeavour at a, charafier^ 
|hey genecaUy employ themfelves in proving theie- 
^irit, and the moment they arrive at the pitch of 
^ing what they, think proper, the itch of herolfn^ 
naturally difappears, and they content themfelvea 
pith fopng what they pleafe.— -This is exaAlje 
]Sii.% cafe i finding the reputation of bis courage 

fufficiently 



fuffidently eftablldiedY he refis (atisfied with diC* 
turbing every conveciatibn lie over hears, and. has^ 
humility eaoi^gb to be no more than very imper-* 
tinent whenever be ei^ages in an apgumeat* At. 
the playhoufe I have beaid him a^e£l a borfe 
laugh in the moil diftreffijag pailageof a tragedy^ 
and at a concert I never kaew him pteafed with' 
the performers till he had put them entirely outi. 
Fatigued wkh this in&pid round, bis wit has taken 
a different turn ;. refigion and it^^s members are now 
the objcfls of his rkficufe, and pbffibry from (bme- 
paflfages hi his lift, having reafoa to fear that thera 
is another world after this, he always endeavours 
to convince his. acquaiatance that (here is not.—* 
Unhappy AT/i* FraUby^ fetting out a fafhionablc^ 
wit> be has bink into a real infidel, and» to gaiq 
tike admii-ation of ^ btocfehead he ihould defpife^ 
has forfeited the favour of his God. The people 
who wLQi hinv beft can only pity him ; but wher^ 
he is not perfonally known, he is looked upon a& 
what he is ; ytt'Nfd has-^ ihouiaBud good qualities^ 
his ear is njev^ tuoied frofn the complaiftt of for- 
row, nor his hovmty wlth-heM from the tear or 
diftreis :. he is the beft of mafters, the kindeQ of 
landlords,, and the wwraeft of friends. He has a 
jgne fancy, a found underftanding, and a benCK 
volent heart 5, hut a paffion for admiration has un-* 
-done hims and he is an^ amiable reprobate at beft> 

To fucb a picture there needs^ no coromenti 
Jtel;^ any man of wit dap his hand upon bis heart, 
gud. e;8:aajinfi if he has not all of JS/iwi's bad quali- 

tsifisi 
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ties ; and then let him try how far they are exte- 
nuated by the good. If, upon examination, he 
ihouid appear to have a great deal of the iirfl and 
rery little of the latter, he is really a very wretched 
being, and \ye may very fairly cry out with the 
poet. 

Hie niger ejt^ hunc tu ramam caveto* 

• • • # • 

Numb. X. Saturdaify April 16. 
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TH E following letter, which has been com-i 
municated by a perfonage of thefirfttliftinc- 
tion, having :<bmeriiing in it fo applicable to the 
prefent times, we fancy our readers will for that 
reafqn, readily accept it for the entertainment of 
the day, were they even to pay no regard to the 
extraordinary merit and uncommon reputation of 
the author. 

ORIGINAL LETTER 

Prom Dean S w i F -r to Mr. P o i> e. 

(Never before made public.) 

Dear Pope, . 
T AM wonderfully pleaied with the publication 
"* of your Ethic Epiftles,,not only on account of 
their poetical and moral excellence, but on ac- 
count of that hearty averfion to Minifters and 
Courts, which breathes through feveral (si the 
paflages: Perhaps I am the more taken with yout 
fentijnents on this head, becaufe th^y are a fuffi* 
' cient 
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cient authority for fome opinions advanced by my- 
fclf ; and you know we are always certain of al- 
lowing other peop]e*s notions to be of weight and 
importance when they bear any conformity to our 
own* 

I i>o not know how it is, but I never liked a 
Winifter in all ifty days. Our friends Oxford ^vA 
Soltnghnke I had a fincere value for in their private 
ftations, but in their public capacities I looked up 
on them both (and you know I have faid it to 
their faces) as little better than a couple of r — Is. 
This -regard to their abftrafted merit as indivi- 
duals, has frequently led me to fupport tenets dia- 
metrically oppofite to my principles ; and I have 
often engaged as a champion for thie condu£l of ^ 
the mihifters, becaufe 1 had a cordial afFedionfof 
the integrity of the men. There is fuch an honeft 
opennefs in Harley, and fo apparent an ingenuouf- ' 
ncfs in St. John, that I am attached to their in-- 
tereft in fpite of my teeth, and left while I labour 
to refcue them from the name of fcouhdrets in 
tbeir offices, to fink under the'weight of the damn'd 
appellation myfelf. 

In faft, Pope, \ believe it impoffible for any 
miniiler to be an honeft man^ There are fifty 
thoufand trapdoors, from the very nature of his 
office, in which it is next to impoffible but his in- 
tegrity mnft tumble. — One right honourable' 
r— lof other has eternally fomc Crumpet to 
provide, for, or fome cuckold to recommend, in 
preference to the claims of real worthy and theu 

pretenfions 
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pretenfions of the truly defervingi not to mention ^ 
apy thing of a minifter's own friends, his imple* 
ments and dependants, who all naturally expe£t to 
be provided for in courfe. Thus fituated, a maa. 
at the head of affairs is obliged v;ery frequently ta. 
overlook the folicitations of (ervices and merit, a& 
I have this nioment obferved, and es^pof^ hhnfelfii 
to the refentment of many di&ppointed levev. 
danglers, from an utter impoiSbility to provide for 
all. Hence a number of eoemiea are certain of at* . 
tacking him at every quarter, and, as the battery ; 
iq fom^ ptaces may be juflly enough levelled > tb^ 
report muft be heard without end. 

But as weahh; and pow^^r a];ealways fur^ of find-- 
ing advocates, we never fee a minift^r witbomc ^ 
number of literary . mercenari^fr employed in- hiai 
defence^ tq refute .the arguments of .maljlce, or ta. 
eyade-.the accufat^ons of truth; to knock on tbm, 
head with .the; hammer of plum pi contradi£Hon> or: 
to puzzle by a fallacious reprefentation of fat^^*; 
Thefe worthy gentlemen, did they really con&det: 
the true intereft of the minifler, would nevier en- 
deavour at any thing like a fair difpute. . A roundi 
lie'Qugbt to be given to ^try afTertion prejudicial 
tQ hjs ri^putatiop, and this would produce fuch ai 
number of replies, that the public would foon givei 
up the difcuflion of a point which faddled them* 
i^rith a heavy expence* A fwarm of pamphlets tbei 
lower orders have not the ability to purchafe, audi 
the higher have not the leifure to read : Hence a, 
debate thatoccafions a number of publications muft; 

infenfibl/ 
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inCprJihly tlie awajr^ ^nd the ^ principal Cu^eter be 
the unfortunate bookfe)!^ ; for. feldoiD* very fel* 
dcMXi, has the proprietoryflitp of a fix-penny touchy ^ 
fallen to»tbe Jb^are of any regular^ bred author. 

Peoplb may talk what they will of the infring- 
mexu which minjfteirUl artiikcrs have made upoi^ ^ 
the liberty of thc.fubjeft, but.inf,aiy opinion the. 
Stamps Office is. the mod dangprous } the duty laid. ' 
there upon all publications, is a flagrant attack up- . 
on the liberty of the prefs, and bychoaking up the. 
only chanr>el which the puUic have of fetting forth 
their^ievancea» cuta off the moft probable aieai:i^^ 
of^ha^ng them redrefled; ijt i^ JoLia(2,thQ moft,- 
mafterly ftmkeof mimftertal,cunntng,wh.tgh I ca^l.^ 
remember ; for let a fecr^tary be^neyejF fo bad a ^ 
mani ofte half of- his-villsMgi^y ^j^ile^. the. noDifce . of ^rr 
the world, blpcau(e fewpe^e ;^e wiUing.to buy ^;« 
knowledge of k al.an .exprbfjtant pifice; . ^ 

.TiiK general plea which isoiicd by roixui^crial.. 
a<!bM)ca«tes>. and a.plear which I.myfelf; baye ujCed,; 
with facce(s is, that an . attack lippn the cQinifter 
is .an affront upon the crown ; and that there is na . 
accufation. laid at the dpor of a fecrctary^ that ix^ 
not an indircil reflexion upon the king. This ia. 
a pleafant way of reafoning, to be fure$ for by the 
expref$ declaration of our Iaws» an Engliih prince 
is a piece of royal infallibility, incapable of doing 
wrong ; a& this pofuion is. univerfally admitted, 
it muft confequently follow, that let us fpatter as 
we. pleafe, not a bit of dirt can ftick upon the 
^(lonarchi or Qven if it could« would the monarch 

be 
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be an honeft or a feniibl^ man,' to he offended, iF 
it was apparently evident he was in the wrong? 
Duty and Reverence is all fluff. Pope ; the Prince 
who IS offended at cenfure, ought nevct to ftirnHh 
a caufe for it ; and the King who would exad the 
bbedience, ought to deferve the affeftion of his 
people. This is the voice of reafori, and the Prince 
who is above liftening to it, may poffibly be feared ; 
but ril flake my falvation that he never can be 

'^.Qved. 

The pofition that a King can do no wrong, 

, Pope, mufl either tax the Englifh natfon with great 
injuflice, or great inconfiftency. If a King 
can do' no wrong, why was King James the • 

fecond, banifhed ? And if a king can dp wrong, 
why the plague- are Mre conflantly affirming 
that he cannot. Either way we fland^ felf* 
condemned : in the firft place, we mufl be \^tj 
wicked men, if the polEtion holds, and very fooI« 
ifh ones in the fecond, if it does not. But incon<- 
fiflency is o\ir prevailing charaderiflic ; and if we 
are not fet down as a ' liation of fcoundrels, we*' 
mud think ourfelves pretty eafy under the appella- 
tibn of fools. 

I am, 

pear Pope, tfr. 

J. Swift. 

Numb. 



No. II. Thb B a B L E R. :« 

• * * ^ 



A 



Numb. "KV Saturday^ April t.^. 

M O N G the variety of corrcfpondents, who 
favour ,ttie with their pieces, a humourous, 
gentlemen has fent me the following little -nar- 
rative, by way of Eflay on Happinefsj whickj 
(hall make no apology foi* layirg before my 
readers. 

To the B A B L E R. 

.SIR, ; 

T AM going to advance a pofition which the 
whole world has been intimate with, fince it's 
firft creation ; yet, what is not a little odd, a po- 
fition that one half of our modern authors think 
as neceffary to difcufs, three or four times a week, 
as if we were under thegreateft doubt of it's truth, 
or utterly unacquainted with its reditude. This 
Pofition, $ir, is neither more nor lefs than the im- 
perfeflion of , all human enjoyments, and the juft 
diiregard which Ihould be (hewn to every pofleffion 
of this life, by fuch as have a proper folicitude for 
the happinefs of the next. 

I AM an old fellow, mafter Babler, very near 
Cxty-five ; and when I look back upon the various 
occurrences of my life, and recoliefl the obje<5ls, 
which. principally attrafted my attention, from the 
cradle to the prefent hour, I cannot help crying 
' out with the poet, 

*^ J phantom ] 
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<* J pimntmi of.plfafurt^ Kti iappinefs*Jr^^ 
• ** -Fr^m tbfxradk xvt^rt taught U ptrfite\ 
" Yet ^ur bopie is tut vanity ^ tai^ it at heft^ ^ 
** And ^ur. wfiom hut Vftnity too" 

WflE^ I was about ten years of age, Sir, Ae 

^ iSumnium'honwn of. all worldly felicity was alioliday 
from fchooli and a pennyworth of marbles.— rHoW 
have I envyed a chimney-fweeper's apprentice 
bafking in the fun, in all tlie amplitude of idleness 
and rags, when I confidered him as unreftrained 
by the tyranny of fome furly pedagogue, or enabled 
*to cry ^^fair up" zt a ganie of ^j/).*— As I grew 
«p. Sir, my attention was imperceptibly engaged 
to amufements, rather more ro^nly, but, however, 
lefs' innocent. Many a good time have I been 

' diverted by faftening a rope acrofs our fireet in a 
dark night, to tumble unfufpe£ting pafiengers in 
the dirt; and many a cat have I tied to the 
knocker of a ftreet dopr, to throw the firft fervant 
•W«J\<^^ i«to fits, by whom it niight be occafionally 
opened—the more mifchief on thefe pretty little 
frolicks, the better the amufement; and I remem- 
ber, never to have received fo much real fatisfac- 
tton, as being the caufe in one night of an old 
woman's eye fcratched half out, and a man's break* 

• ing his leg. 

At feventeen, however, I began to look on 

' amufements of this nature with an eye of .difguft| 
my time was now Wholly taken up with an at- 
tendance 
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tendance upon fever y little girl in cur aeigHbour* 

.hood; and between that age: knd twenty-five, I 

liad the bappinefs of mining nineteen. Yoii cm 

l)y no means conceive tbe tranfports I fdt, Mr. 

Babler, to furvey fo many vi&inisto' my perfonal 

' merit and addrefs s ofteh has mj heart exulted at 

the tesits of fome poor deluded innocent, my fatis- 

> fadUon bqing always good naturedly proportioned 

to the diftrefs which I <caa(ed; and once I looked 

, upon myfelf as the happieft of all human beings, 

three young ladies with whom I had been particu* 

!ar, being fortunately.difcarded on that account by 

. their friends, and turned out of doors. 

At thirty. Sir, I was married to a woman 

, vbofe perfon was far from being agreeaUc, but 

.whofe fortune had top many charms to be with* 

. ftood. My ambition now was dire<9ed to the pur- 

. chafe of a fine ftud of cattle, and a magnificent 

- country houfe. .My wi&es. were gratified, but in 

.left than three months I fold off tbe one, and fel- 

dom put my foot into the other, unlefs fome vtvj 

extraordinary circumflance indeed, m^de my ag* 

|>earance abfolotely necefiary on the fpot. 

The mutability of my pleafures fiill continuing 
Sir, I was fucceffively fond of the reputation of a 
bard drinker, the chara,£ler of a idefperate rider, 
the fame of a good markfman, the glory of a hiU 
liard player, and once was miferable a whole 
•twelve-month, on account of lofing a rubber at 
Dutch Pin$.-*I have eat a raw beef ftake out of 
pride, whiftled for a wager with a very honeft 

butcher 
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butcher In Newgate-market, and thought it a piece 
of heroifm to be locked up all night with the re^ 
mains ot a murderer, difleded by the furgeons. In 
ihort. Sir, there is fcarcely a fafliionable article of 
reputation that I have not acquired i but the hey 
day of the fpirits being long fince over, and reafon 
beginning to nefle^l upon purfuits which nature is 
no longer able to continue, I look u^on ever^ 
former object of my admiration, with a real con- 
cern, and an infuperable contempt: — ^and yet^ Sir, 
at this age I have my enjoyments, which I cannot 
help purfulng with an avidity truly ridiculous. I 
pique myfelf not a little on fmoaking half a dozen 

* pipes of an evening, add have Jately contended for 
the honour of being the beft politician at our club, 
in a long argument with Dodor Dbzely the par - 
fon, about Magna Charta, and the natural rights 
of a free-born Englifhman. — Yet, Sir, is all this 

( blaze of reputation worth living for.-*— I blufli to 

• be diverted by fuch trifles, but can by no means 
throw them off.-*-! am, in (hbrt, a convincing 
proof. Sir, of Solomon's fenfible obfervation, ^* that 
all is vanity and vexation of fpirit,*' being perfedly 
fenfible that no happinefs or enjoyment of this life, 
can be at ail equ:^ to confcious fatisfa<Slion, of pre* 
paring for the unutterable tranfports of the nfexc. 

I am. Sir, 

Thqmas Gjcddy. 

Numb. 
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Numb. XIL Saturd^^ April 30. 

tTNIVERSAL focver as the fpirit of amour 
^ may be, and great ibever as the cotmteliance 
:tnay be which k recetvea from the polite w&t\i^ 
there is no one foarce from which fuch a nunAcr 
of calamities are produced, nor any t)ne Ipring; 
vrhich pours in fuch a variety of misfortunies upott 
Society* Unhappily in this gay age the depravie;^ 
ef mahners has arifea to fo enormous a degree^ 
diat it^ i& in fome meafore necefiary for a yc^tuag 
fellow to give into the fafliionlblc follies, md 
praSice vices to which he has a real abhonrence^ 
if he -would eftabirfh the cbara&er of a man of 
tafte, or fhnw iumfeif tolerably wdl acquaimed 
with the world. 

In the profecttticMik of modem amour, more than 
ia any other vice, there are attorements which very 
few think themfelves capable of refifting^ or »rea 
chufe to re&ft, .if they could. A maji finds hit 
vanity tickled, as well as his inclination gratiiied, 
in the fedi^'ion of unwary* i^nnocence, and, ab- 
flraded from the traiifpdrt t^efuiting from pofieffion 
itfelf, the generatity- of bur itx think, With aA' in* 
finity of fatisfa^EHon, upon their own accompJiflii- 
ments, aod-fuppofe they muil be poiTefTed of fome 
extraordinary qualificattdns w^hen a woman fliews 
her fenfibillty of them at no lefs a price than: her 
everlafitRg.cbfgmce* • >•. 

Y Oh. L i) Th«. 
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The fame vanity which impels the one fex to a 
purfuic of unwarrantable amour, is the very reafon 
why the other is fo feldom ofFended, when they 
even^know that a man's defign is repugnant to ho- 
nour and virtue* The pleafure ariiing from the 
adoration paid to a pretty face, cafts a veil over the 
infamous intention of him who oiFers it, and the 
generality of women are content to be addrefled 
upon the footing of ftrumpets, provided the ofience 
which is offered to the purity of their hearts, is 
mingled with a well-turn'd compliment to the 
beauty of their perfons. . Hence, mSuated by va» 
nity, and perhaps rendered weak from conflitution, 
the amiable ideot of the fofter fex is immediately 
undooe, and the remorfelefs libertine. of ours feels 
no compundion in the ruin of her charader, iince 
the monftrous depravity of general opinion induces 
him to confider it as an enhancement of bis own. 
Nay, this vanity on the fide of the ladies has 
ibmetimes been b unaccountably abfurbv that two 
iifters have quarrelled about the adrefles of an 
agreeable fpoiler, and contended, ^tth an inflexi- 
ble fedulity, for the . honour of facrificing their 
peace of mind in this worlds ^nd endangering their 

' cverlafting happiftefs in the next. . . 

Independant^ of the lamentable confi»]uence$ 
in point jof charader, which pn the woman's part 
moft commonly attend a deviation from virtue, 
the eiFe^ which fuch a deviation has upon her fpi- 
ritsj is generally fatial. There is a foftnefe iii the 
female mind, fo very fufceptiblc of tender impref). 

* * -fions. 
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fions, that it is next to impoffible the idea of a fa- 
vojired lover flioyld ever be erafed j and as it is 
equally impoffible that the libertine profefled can 
confine himfelf to anyfingle attachment, the wo- 
man muft neceflarily be wretched whenlhe knows 
that thofe vows and proteftations are indifcrimi- 
nately paid to the whole fax, which (he once 
vainly imagined were engroffed by herfelf. Befides 
this there is an ingrateful fort of indolence in the 
temper of the man, which renders him indifferent 
in proportion to the ftudy taken to pleafe him 
and a fpaniel-like kind of fondnefs in the difpofuion 
of the woman, which increafes her tendernefs in 
proportion as flie experiences his indifference or 
abufe. I fcldom or never heard of a man who be- 
haved commonly civil to a woman who had grant- 
ed him all flie could grant, nor knew a woman 
OBce forget a man, by whom flie was dcflro«ed. 
I have an elegy before me, in which a lad* ru- 
ined and forfaken, paints the general fituatioh of 
the fex in fuch circumftanccs, with no little fenfi- 
hility, and as the perfonpance has much merit, I 
Ihall make no excufe for tranfcribing a ftanza or 

two andfubmiting them to thejujdgmeptof my 
readers. " ■' 

Q That; no Virgin would incline an ear 

To wild profeffions fmm inconftani youtl. 
But nobly fcojn a fcntimeat to hear, , ! 

That feems to laugh at innocence and trtitii. 

^ 2 For 
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For if no juft difpleaAire (he reveals. 
Time will convinee her dearly to her coft. 

That ftep by Hep the fweet delaiion fteals^ 
Till Fame and Honour are for ever loft« 

f l^Thc female mind may bid it*s terrors ceafe. 
Who never made her ibfter feelings known. 
Nor fear a thought deftruftive to her peace. 
While Piudence tells her to conceal her own. 

But if, alas, in fome ungi:^arded, hour. 
From this advice (he madly fhonld depart^ 

She gives her lover an unbounded pow'r 
To wound her honour and to break her heart. 

In vain, t^^ fail? to fuch a crifis drove, 
t In fcnfe or ibul fuperior will confide ; 

Wot when has reafon triump'h over love^ 
Or inclination been fubdu'd by pride ? 

Say, Heaven ! to whom my prayer is now addrefs'd. 
Why are we flibje^ to fo hard a fate. 

That tho' the eafy fi>ndnds of our brea;ft ' 
Be fiill abused, we never wifh to hate. 

' For ev'n this moment when my grief has ilolc 
The aching tribute of a falling tear, 
I feel a fooliih fomething round my foul 
Declare the foft betrayer is too dear. 

f 

Alas, th& anguifli I am dbom'd to prove, 

Ffpm real pafiton only can begin. 
For this fad cbrop proceeds from flighted lov«. 

But, 



No. 12. The B A B L E R. 



Si 



But) O ye powers, remove each fofter trace 
That calls his faithlefs image to my eyes ; 

For as I know him infamous and bafe. 
It is but juH I hate him and defpife. 

I SHALL conclude this paper with a letter fent 
by a young fellow of my acquaintance, lately 
married to a moft amiable woman, to a lady who 
officiated as bride-maid td his wife^ and who was 
weak enough to make him fome overtures in a 
little time after the wedding-day. 

Madam, 

TJNFASHIONABLE focver as it may be for a 
gentleman to have any notion of his moral 
duties, and inelegant ibev^r as it may be in a 
huibffnd to pay the leaft attention to his word ab a- 
man, I muft take the liberty of informing you, 
that I have too juft a regard for the vows of which 
I have lately given to an excellent woman, in thQ 
prefence of th6 living God, to thihlE oFvloTatlng 
them by liftening to any infinuation of tendernefs 

in otti'eri of the fex : And fiifFer me, Madam, to 
add, that I have not fuch a cruelty of temper as to 
deftroy the eternal quiet of a deferving lady^ 
Which muft inevitably be the cafe in her moments 
of refledli'on, let the paifions tell her what they 
will, when the reafon is more off it's guard. I have 
fuch ah opinion of you, Madam, as to fuppofe an 
mtercourfe of an illicit kind, would plant daggers 
in your bofom, when that fine fenfe of which yoii 
are miftrefs^ had leave to exert itfelf> and that 

D J however 
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howjever the guilty commerce might be fecreted 
from the knowledge of the world, that recolleftion 
would harrow up your foul, when you whifpered 
it to your own. 

Think, Madam, of yourinexpreflible beauty, 
your exalted merit, and your elevated rank, nor 
iuiFer an unhappy prepoffeffion to lead you into any 
error repugnant to the regard which is due to your 
own reputation, the honour of yjDur feic, and the 
happinefs of your friends; and, believe me, that 
an attention to this advice, whatever you may 
think of my behaviour at prefent, will one day 
oblige you to confefs, that I am very much youjr 
real friend and moft obedient fervant.'* 

Should any hufband be in my friend's fituation, 
the advice I give hi<n will be a line from an old 
fafhioned book, called the Teftament, ^^ Go thou9 
*' and do likewife." 

I C II I I Mil I I ■ I m m 

Numb. XIII. Saturday^ May 7, 

III m il !»■ ■ ■■ . I ■ iiiii w i »■ ■ m - 

HAVING taken the liberty in one of my 
former Papers to publifh a Political Dlc- 
TIONARY, which was communicated to me by a 
perfonage of eminence in the literary world, wbofe 
friendfliip would do me, the greateft. honour if U 
was not a fort of vanity to reveal his name; Khali 
now lay before my readers a Vocabulary of a 
more general nature, written by the fame band> 

' which 
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which I prefume will be no way difagreeable to 
fuch^as remember the Political Dlcfionary^ as there 
was fcarcely a periodical producSion in the Britifli 
dominions v/hich did not immediately take it in. 

Religion,'] A ridiculous compolition , of unfa- 
(hionable ordinances, inftituted with no other de- 
fign than to check every laudable impulfe of vice 
and immorality, and calculated for no other pur- 
pofe than to deftroy the very effcnceof a fine gen- 
tleman. 

Generojky,'] A pitiful under-bred promptitude to 
reward the merit of the deferving, like 

Humanity, ] Which is nothing more than a c 1 > 
i(h wafliinefs of nature, at the fufFerings, and an 
inclination to remove the misfortunes^ of other 
people. 

Gratitude.^ A narrow-minded defpicable re- 
membrance of benefits received, and a fcandalous^ 
defire of embracing. every opportunity to return, 
tfaem^ 

Honour."} An idle regard to the di£lates.of friend- 
fhip and benevolence, and a paltry adherence to 
the minuted law of order and morality. 

Honefty,'] Afoolifh regard to the fan&ity of our 
words upon every occafion, and. a fervile abhor- 
rence to the fmaUeft trefpafs upon the property of 
our neighbours. 

Coi^rage,} A low-nunded averiion of brut^ity to 
fuch as, from fituation in life, muft not prefume 
to refent a horfe whipping, or complain at the I0& 

of 
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of an eye^ and a iilly defire of avoiding all quar- 
rels but fuch as relate to the honour of our kfng; 
or the glory of our country. 

Dicency.] A mean obfervation of comman 
civility, and an infamous fogpreflion of oaths znd 
obfcenity in the prefence of the ladies. 

j^ tradeftfian.^ A fuperior fort of Coach-horfe> 
created entirely for the conyeniencc of the great, 
without either paiSons^ refentment, underftandlng, 
or inclination. 

Unpardonabk impudince.'] An humble folicitation 
for a perfon's own pfoperty^ and a prudent con-, 
cern for the maintenance of our wives and chil- 
dren. 

Pride and proSgallty,'] The fmalleft diflafte^ to 
poverty and tags, and the leail inclination to a 
light coloured (hirt. 

DehtJ] A Word under wliich pcrCp^.of faibioa 
have a right to rob the honeA and^ mdufirioas^ 
without any fear of^uffering from the laws of Jthc 
Icihgdom, or the reproach of their , acquaintance. 

TTranfgreJJion tf the law^'l An exertion of that 
iiatural right which every man has to a Hare oi: a 
Patridge belonging to hrs owa grounds, ^pd which 
deflroy both his corn and grafs by the authority 
of parliament. 

' Liberty and properipl An indlfpenfible necefnt7 ' 
of keeping game for other people to kill, with 
pains and penalties of the moft arbitrary kind, 
if we think of appropriating the minuteft article 
to the ufe of our own families. 

Afree^ 
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A free-born Englijhman.'l One who is continually 
bragging of liberty, and independance, when he 
has neither will nor property of bis own, and 
laugbs at the wretchednefs of other countries, 
while he himfelf is indulged with no other prtfU 
lege than the right of nominating the perfon by 
whom he choofes to be enflaved. 

Magna tharta,'] An idle word made ufe of by the 
populace, fignifying a natural ijght of being go- 
verned by laws which they conftantly fuiFer to be 
trampled on, and an inherent claim to the pofleiSon 
of^hofe privileges, which they have neither fenfe 
or fpirit enough to poflefs^ 

A fecrttary of Jiat€*\ A great officer in whom 
crimes are no crimes, and who, by a political 
"fpecies of infallibility, can exetcife a6ls of op-* 
preffion, without ever dreading the rod of Gor« 
xe£tion, or regarding the poignancy of general re- 
proof. 

JRfe people of Ireland.'] A noble and fpirited na* 
tion, inviolably attached to us by every tie of 
friendfhip and efteem,'and who, on every occafion, ] 
hazard both .their lives and fortunes in our de«* 
fence; yet to whom we conftantly make fuchjuft 
and grateful returns, as to omit no opportunity 
(however illegal and arbitrary) of beggaring them, 
though the ruin of their intereft lays a manifeft 
foundation for the deftrudion of our own, 

lie lords of the ocean.'] The feivfible and fpiritei 
people of Great Britain, who have a naval force 
confiderably fuperior to all the other Aates of 

D 5 Europe 
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Europe put together, yet ferviUly do homage to a 
neft pf little African pirates on the coaft of Bar- 
bary, and pay a yearly tribute to a fet of robbers^ 
whom they ought to root out^ from the face of the 

earth* 

jIn independeni freeholder and lover of his eountrf.J 
One who, on every cleHwn for a member of par- 
liament, facrifices bis confcience to his conve* 
nience, iets up his dear country, and his darling 
freedom to the beft bidder, yet impudently finds 
fault with his rcprefentative for foHowing fo lau-- 
dable an example, nor fufFers any body to be a 
fcroundrel, without reproach, bin himfelf. 

A peerage,'] In former days an honour conferred 
upon fuch as had rendered themfelves confpicuous 
for their merit, and emtnent for their virtues; but 
in the more modern ages it has been, iti general^ 
the wages of venality and corruption, and adiftinc- 
tion not to be purchafed at a fmaller price thaa 
everlafting infamy and difgrace. 

A regard for the royal prerogative.'] A worn out 
pretence to infringe upon the laws, and a glaring 
defign upon tbc privileges ef the people. 

National egotifm or gafionade,] An unpardonabfe 
cuftom among the French of extolling their own 
merit to the (kies, but never pradlifed among the 
modell natives of this kingdom, though our^preflTes 
are every moment teeming withfms ofliiertyy roa/l- 
beef and puddingy noble-minded Brit^nsy and freedom 
Enghjhmenu. 

. Ahlejfei 
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jf UeJ/ed martyr.'] A peijured prince, who broke 
hfs coronation* oath -in the -moit^fnaternil of all 
points, gdvemedwrthout ajtarliament, imprifoned 
his fubje£ts for refuHng to lend him money,' com- 
menced a fftlfe villainous profecution for high 
treafon, againft a moft deferving noblemaii, (the 
earl of Briftoi) whom he knew to be innocent, be* 
caufe that lord had impeached the duke of Buck? 
Ingham, whom' he knew to be guilty; reduced his 
pcdple -to the dreadful neceffity of taking up arm$ 
in their own defence^ which produced the utmoft 
€orifu(ion in religion and ftate ; and by his fliaroe- 
ful diiiimulation- when he was about to be refioredg 
left it utterly impoffible to confide in his honour, 
his humanity, or his oath ; but drove the principal 
officers of the adverfe party in their own defence, 
to fit in trial upon their ibvereign and feotence 
him to death. -*-*Truly a ver)r blefledrMartjLr !.— 
Had this' prince been a private man, who would 
have dared to fay a word in his defence, though 
fuch a number of writers have pleaded his royalty, 
which ought to be an aggravation, as a confiderabte 
palliative, nay a toltal excufe, for his crimes* -r- 
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Numb. XIV. SaiurJay, Ma^ 14. 



I A M jiAvsr fliotr drverted than \v:&cp I (js^ your 
grave important fet of gentlemen who would 
pafe apofi thfi worM as tatxi of extraordinary faga- 
city, running into a number of little petulancies^, 
Wlkich they imagine themfelyes to be confiderably 
iAoi^e, and fretting at the verieft trifles* we can 
thhrit of) when they liFeA a fiiperiority of reibhi-i> 
ttoB) which the -moft ftriking calamitiea of life are 
not fufficiently powerful to difturb» 

This fpecies of philbfbphers is generally com^^ 
pofed of men who have much pride, or little un* 
derftanding, and who, through a contonpttble fort 
«f vanity, make themfelves not a Httle lafs than 
inmian) iha^ tbey may have an opportunity of ap^ 
fjeliri^g rn the eyes of the injudicious to be ia^ 
^nitely more. Of this caft was the elder Brutus> 
who pafled fisntehce of death upon bis own fon5> 
without the fhadow of a pang> yet, at another 
time^'kaocked one of Im fefyfails down, for putting 
a grain of fait too much in his broth. 

But without going fo very far back for inftance» 
of this extraordinary clafs of mankind, my old 
friend Frank Surly is one of the moft remarkable, 
which it has ever produced* — Frank and I were 
bred together at Weftminfter, and before he was 
twelve years of age, he was diflinguiflied from . 

every 
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every other boj^ in- the fchdol % the unconutioii 
mgrofenefsof his temper, afid.his contempt of thoie 
punifements which the generality oF his age and 
ftanding, always held in the greateft . dread. — * 
There were few lads; in th^ wbolieilbhcK)! fuperior 
to Frank eitiser in application, or. abilities,, yet I 
-have known him frequently inattentive and care<^ 
lefs about his leflfons, that we might fee with how 
much fortitude he could bear to be flogged.— Nay^ 
if aiiy of his initimates bad been guilty of any 
K^uifli: prank which ideferved^thc difcipfine <rf the 
rod^ be would ~ of($n deiire them to lay the blame 
on htm, and fuiFer^ with all the compufure in the 
World, a heatty flageUation in their, ftead^ ^^ Un«» 
happily however, upon one of thefe occafion^ 
when Frank was going, to be puniflied for fome 
petty crim^, which hcbegged might be lard to his 
l^rge, the lad whb was realiy guilty of the fad, 
ftruck with his bej^aviour^ went x^ to the maftef, 
and without difguife, related the. affair, acknow- 
ledged the fault, and declared he wotld rather b« 
cut CO pieces than fee aflotteer f offer for an a^ion 
.which h^ s^ad committed hfm£elf..^^The lad-'s ge^ 
inerodty hdd an efieiSl upoa the. imtftei^, nor waii 
he without fem^ ftivprize at the behaviour of 
Frank. TT He dittoiffed them both, to thi»r feati, 
and, to the inexpreiEbk concern of the latter, never 
;ffpgged'bitn a/ter* — Frank finding he could have 
QO' oppo^ljunity of ihcwing his ftoictfm any longer, 
througli dowAri^tprtde^paidr an application to his 

ftu{li©8 
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ftndies, that in a littk timiS' n^de him the heft 
fcholar in the whole fchool, and refolving to be re- 
markable for the extremities of his behaviour, the 
moment the mafter had -declared ite would never 
gratify him with anotheV "whipjirng, he grew re- 
markably well behliV^d', and pffqued httnfelf upon 
keeping upra confeqliience and digtiity in hisf a£ltons» 
to prove that the fear of punifljmcnt had nothing to 
do in the reformation of his manners. 
« Tke fame difpofition which -diftpnguffbed Frank 

in h>s earlier years, has all along rendered him 

coaffriciHHis fmce.'hiist rdach to maturity.-^ As he 

sind I ftiilhold up anintimacy^ whene^/er Fgo down 

intoOxfbjrd(biKe«I pafs.a week^t hi^ hOufe.-i*The 

laft timeJ was there, he was laid up with a very 

.'Violent fit of the gout, and whene^rthe pain wa$ 

.at an extremity) he wouki conv<effe' with^ vnufual 

<:h^arfali)cist. ordivept hi mfeUF Wifli one .of the 

£i>j$gs which was in vogue /when he > arid I were 

.yo^nker8. •— Ifany body pitied him, he inftantly 

flew intoapaffioa; but if you Teemed to make 

flight ^f bodily aJDguifti afHt infirmity, he Aiodk you 

.by the hand; and teM you^ yoii V^^vtz, Inan df v^W" 

defftanding* "**- About ten?yearsagbv my old friend 

maf ried a moft valuable woman, of wh<^m he was 

pa£Suoii9itely fond,. and who returned his affedion 

almeft to madnefs. — - As their circumftances were 

affluent, this. reciprocal jregard,-one would imagine, 

ihould have produced their mutual felicity : *-^ But 

far on the contrafry,-;^£ranki was- too proud to be 

.luippy> and as his love for Mrs. Surly was univer- 

ially 
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fally known to be exceffive, he was never Satisfied, 
unlefs he treated her as the o{>je£l of his hate. — 
He. only lived in her looks, and^yet be has torii 
himfelf from her prefcnce for three whole weeks> 
and fo unaccountably headlong was he hurried by 
this ridiculous ftoicifm, that, upon her deatb, 
ivhich happened in childbed, though his foul was 
tortured with all the anguifh of confummate pity 
and djftraSed love, he went to the aflembly an 
hour after her deceafe, and fat up — (a tear now 
and then ftrayin^ down his cheek ) — along with 
Colonel Tierce, Major Piquet, and Sir Oliver 
Ombre, at a party of whift, 

A PERSON fo apparently fteeled againft the caTa- 
tnities of Kfe, we fhouN reafonably expeft, would 
fcald the little impertincncies or interruptions of it 
rn the greatcft contempt : but this is far from be- 
ing the cafe vnth my friend Frank,-— A plait more 
or lefs in his fliirt fleeve wHl fet hhn raving for an 
hour, and I remember that he fhot a favourite Dog 
one day, rn the ftable-yard, for leaping accidentally 
up and dirtying the (kirt of his coat. — It is im:- 
poflible to enumerate the various inconfiffencfes 
of my poor friend's chara£ler. •— I once knew him 
fet up a carelefs drunken fellow of a coachman, 
who overturned him in a ditch, in a very hand- 
fome inn, three weeks after; and at another tinle 
difcharge his footman^ at a moment's warning, fdt 
wearing too Httle powder in his wig. 

' Were we to make an el&y into human nature, 
and examine the lives qi our modern .philofophers 

wkh 
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with any degree of circumfpeAton, we ihoiild find 
the principal number approach fo very near the 
fiandard of Frank Surly^ that the account given of 
him will ferve as no improper defcription of them 
all.-— The ridiculous light in which one of the 
moft feniible is fet, wili, I bope^ ferve for as good 
an admonition as I can poifibly give to this tribe 
of very important beings; and I (ball think myfelf 
particularly happy if the foregoing picture is at- 
tended with any falutary efFefl. 

Numb. XV. Saturday^ May 21. 

— — — — ■ I 11 ■■ ■ ■ ' ■■■■II — ■— 11 a 

I did myfelf the pleafure a few evenings ago to 
call at the houfe of an old /riend, with whom I 
have been intimate tbefe thirty years, and for whom 
I have infinitely more than a common refpedi. Aa 
aiFair of arbitration had, however, called him. 
abroad, and I found no-body at home but Mif» 
Maria his younger daughter who is now the moft 
lively picture of innocence and beauty which I ever 
faw, and clofely bordering upon twenty-one. A» 
I always avoid ftifFning my converfatioa with the 
ftarch of antiquity, and conftantly endeavour at 
appearing more ready^to be inftru&ed than to in^- 
ftru(Sl, the young people are very fond of admitting 
me into their company ; and there is fcarcely » 
day that I have not an invitation or two from fome 
of the moft fprightly tea-tables in town^ which is^ 

more^. 
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more, Ifancy, dian can be (kid 'b3raii7:odier old- 
feUow of fixty withisi the tireeki]ii)ill8« 

Om my eliquinng''for her papa^ Mifs Matia 
Aeppod out of the parlour, and feizing one of my 
hands, cried, ^* OMn Babler, is it you? I inftft 
upon your <:dming in." Few intrettiieS' are ne*- 
^eflary to maM a^ftian^do "vehat he likes. I imme- 
diately aflented, 'fat''kk)Wii) and pafied two of thcs 
mo^ft agreeablij hours ^ I ^er eicpdrienoied in my* 
whole life, 

- Our convTerfariAn; afifer tariring npoh a ihiriety 

pf topic8,{ at laft fellxipon that divine part of our 

chuirrh-wtM-fliipv iit which i^e congregation fing 

praifss toritbenagBbft.hi^c'^ Iritis' proper, fay» 

Maria, for a perfon of xny^ yearstoffpeakof fo im*^ 

portant a Aihjed as religion, and not too prefiimp- 

tuous for the petticoats to comment upon the woi'^ 

fiiip bf . thQ drarch, I {faouU think, Mr. Sabler,- 

that this part^bf^ ooriUturgy mijght'be very mtich 

improyed^' ; Grefat i complaiiks^ ' tes^^'-been bften' 

made, that fd fmaii a ntoiber of th^ dongttgatioa 

join in «he (Inging of ^Itns, and' |hoi^ I admit 

the negled is highly -uapandoiiabie, and the cen« 

fure extremely juft^iyet x^rmad^n wovld^ in my 

opinion, be infinitely fuperior 16 reprvhenfion, and 

I think every room for compiatnt might fue itemoY^ 

ed by a proper ifuppreffion of .tfae'Cati&. 

The end of poetry anid mufic, if I am right in 
my information, is to aduate upon the paffions, 
and, in all religious compofition^ toraiie .the mind 
to an ^vated^defire lof acknowledging the w^on** 

df rful 
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derful mercy, and;. goodnefs of the , divine Being. 
How far the. hymns ufed in the eftabUfbied churci» 
for this purpofe are from anfwerii^ fo faltitary ant 
end, it is no lefs painful than: unneceflary to ob- 
fierve : in the verri6<:.atign 0/ thie very beft pTalros 
all. the, rapture pf the original tekt i$ loft, and in 
that .the. mufic (houid, be Do way fuperior to the 
poetry; there is hardly ^ny one tune which can 
create the Iqaft emption Jl^t fle^ .< In faSt, Sir, the 
moft trifflingcompofitions, which areform'd for the 
bufineft. of amtifeinent,- have 'twenty timer more 
merit, than thofe let apart for the fervice of religion, 
and infinitely grieater |»tteare take;i in' tbe writing 
or fetting oif a Randagh JAllad, than^iti arbymn to 
the honour of the living God. '. 
- FjLOJd . what . I have .faid, Mr. Babjer^ I would 
by no meana infer, that either the poetical or mu(i- 
cal part of our hymns fliould be Ugbtf trifling or 
airy J butfurely. Sic, the ipirit of devot^oa would 
breathe coofiderably ftrohger in thefi: pie^ea^ and 
have a much giieater eiSB£t,< if an .author bf j'epu* 
tatioa fl^mld.givjs as a fine? verfification of the 
pfalips, and a mafter ^f eminence ihould receive, 
proper encouragement to iee them- exquifitely fet* 
W« l^ve a numben of tunes, plaintive^ iblemn and 
eA^anting tb a miracle^ which ane neverihdefs as 
familiar as .they ar^: cbamnng, and calculated to 
bewitch the carclefs and inattentive to a fenfe, to a 
paffion for that duty which they now treat with a 
Ufetefs indifference,., or an infuppoftablp negleS. 
Religion; Sir, by this meaos» wbuld bedome fa- 

fhionable. 
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Ih ion able, and it would be deemed no longer in- 
elegant for a fine lady or a fine gentleman to join 
in the praifes of their God. 

Lord, Mr. Babler, how can you have patience 

to hear me chatter fo much,* but I fhall not tref<- 

pafs on your patience much longer. Mr. Well- 

i^rorth (who you know vifits us every day) audi 

were talking on this very fubjeft a few evenings 

ago, and as he has a redly fweet Cade for poetry, I 

took the liberty of requefti^ig he would write me 

a hymn, whether penitential or tbankfglving, I left 

to himfetf. He called on me this morning an4 

brought it in his hand. I think it mighty pretty^ 

and fhall be very happy, if my opinion ihould re;- 

ceive fuch a fandtion as yours, Mr. Babler. Mr. 

"Well worth read it to me with great fenfibility, and 

I own I thought he never looked fo well in all his 

life. 

Some how or other my eye encountered with 
Mifs Maria's at the end_of this fpeech^ (he feemed 
confcious, and on my obferving that Mr. Well worth 
was an excellent young man, (he reddened excef- 
fively, and feemed at a (land for words. As I 
would not confufe her by any means,- I fliifted the 
converfation ; but (he refumed it immediately, and 
faid, well, Mr. Babler, you mufi give me your 
fentiments on this littlejprodu£lion, here it is, con- 
tinued (he, taking it out of her pocket-book,— and 
here ; no not here, but in the next number I (ball 
prefent it with fomething elfe of confe<iuenc^ 
which it occailoned tp npiy> reader^* . , 
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Numb. XVI. Saturday^ May 28. 

IN my laft I promifed my readers a Hymn, and 
as I would by no means be worfe than my 
word, or delay their expe^tions, I give it with^ 
out further introdu£tion. 

HYMN. 

'T' H E lark now high (baring in air 

Salutes the firft blu(h of the morn. 
And the rofes new incenfe prepare. 

To breathe on the (few-drop{>iiig thorn | ' 
Freih feelings ioftindUvely fpring. 

In the fteer as he tarns up the clod ; 
And creation itfclf feems to fing. 

In the honour and glory of God* 

II. 

In what fenfual mazes withheld. 

Is man now unhappily loft ! 
In the rage of what paffion impellM, 

On the Tea of what vice is he toft ? 
O I inftantly let him proclaim. 

What the herbage all tells on die fod ; 
And if gratitude cannot, let ihame. 

Awake to the praifes of God. 

III. 

The eye of fome maid in defpair,, 

Does his perjury fatally dim ? 
Or fome breaft does he cruelly tear. 

That beats, and beats only for him 1 

All 
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All {wift as the lightning's keen hUze, 

Xiet him humble before the dread rod. 
Nor join fo unhallow'd in praife. 

To the honour and glory of God, 

IV. 

Some law does he msbily defy, 

M^hich the Being of bbings commands! 
The bolt iieady lifted on high, 

Shall dafh him to duft as he ilands : 
In. thunder Qmnipote^ce ,bi;eaks. 

Fall proftrate, O wretch ! at his nod ; 
See earth to her center deep ihakes, 

AU difmayed at the voice of her God t 

V. 
Life's road let me cautioofly riew. 

And no longer dizain to be wife; 
But redden fach paths to purfue, . 

As my reafon fhould hate or defpife: 
To crown both my age and my youth. 

Let me madrk where, religion has trod ; 
Since nothing but virtue and truth. 

Can reach to the throne of my Gop. 

WttBN I had done reading, Mifs Mafia de- 
Jiianded my opinios of this performance, which I 
Gould not but praife very much. — I told her how- 
ever, that the thooght of concluding every ftanza 
with the name of the Deity, was borrowed from 
Eve's hymn, in the death of Abel, though I could 
not think of making anycomparifon, pretty as that 
hymn was, with this of Mr. WcUworth's — The 
young lady feenicd vaftly delighted at my cam* 

mendation^ 
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mendation, and was beginning to make a verbal 
acknowledgment of her fatisfa^lion) when her fa- 
ther's rap was heard at the door — My old friend 
entered the parlour with an air of mingled anger 
and deje£lion, and inftead of taking any notice of 
me, began at once upon his daughter — ^^ So nu-- 
*^ dam, this is fine information I have received -— 
** What you are under an engagement to Mrl 
*' Wellworth are you ? O ! Maria, Maria !" 
- The fecret was now out, and I found my fufpi- 
cions of Mils Maria's attachment had confiderably 
more tharv a tolerable ground. The poor girl 
ftood quite confounded, and feemed utterly inca- 
pable of making a reply* As' I faw nothing cul- 
pable in her regard for a worthy young felloW, I 
took upon me to intercede in her* behalf, and at 
laft reduced her father ta the temper I could wifli. 
I found a difparity of fortune was the only objec- 
tion which the 6ld gentleman had to his daughter's 
choice ; for though my friend has as benevolent a 
heart as any man alive, yet he has the caution of 
all old fellows, and keeps a ftri£l eye on the main 
chance. When I. had brought him to fome de- 
gree of good humour, I took an opportunity of 
turning the converfation, and read him the fore* 
going hymn. He was charmed with it, and aiked 
me if I knew the author. ** Yes, fays I, Mr. 
Wellworth." " Fore Gdd, (rcturned'he) thou gh 
^' I do not approve of his connexion with my 
*^ daughter, I am mightily taken with his works." 
Thi& wa3 all X wanted, ^^ and pray my good Sir, 

^* ranfwered 
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*^ (aufwered I^): which -is ^'onare for your' crediit 

*' and your child's happinefs, to beftow iicr on .t 
^^ dfferving young majPy.whom 0ie loves, and you 
*' canndt b(i^t.atffnirc,or to/run the precarioiis iflul^ 
«' ipf qiatclviiig.her; witibo|ie, who^ though hp may 
" have twice .Mr. WieUworth's fortMnf,! either, 9igy 
''•not h^V€,jC^i\fe or:inclinatior>9.:t0 rQW^d e^^i^r 
'' her merity or yoi^i; gpqdnefs,^^^ ^€ ought— you 
'^ can, fettl^ them boih^ if not iplendidly, at .lead 
" elegantly, in the world, and my life for it, in a 
*' year or two^ ypi| H^puld not change.yourfon.ii;^ 
*' law for the Indies," I faw my old., friend wa3 
ftruek with the juftice of the cafe, yet ftill b? 
feemed defirous of being perfuaded to a£t, as he 
knew he ought — I indulged him,and Saturday laft 
he and I obtained a fpecial licence, and to the in* 
exprefSble happinefs of the yoi^ng folks, got them 
married that morning;. , ' .if- 1 

— — -^— — ■ — • ' — «— — ■ -' • ' -'\ -- — -^ — ^- — - -« — ■ * - i ^' 

Numb. XVII.' SMutSay^ June 4.' 

> I I I I i III ■ ■ I ■ ^tf !■!■■■■ Ill* mmmmmm^mmmm^mmmm^^ 

» 

To ^the B A B L E R. 

9 T 'R ... - 

' ' »,. ' I ...1/ .'.<•< . . 

A: S L find it fo very cuftomary for people, bf all 
X^ [denominations to jgive a (ketch of their lives 
und to.publiih any partlsular inftance&of. folly,., or 
extraordinary turns of fortune, to the world, I takcj 
the liberty of fending you a portrait of myjfelf, in ] 
!yuhicib» aW^ra&ed from.it's being a ftrildng likehefs^ 1 

..,:'.. lihall 
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I Snail cbim. na mccitv unfefilit be .aHowed a ge- 
neral OBK. 

I AM the only Ion of a tradefman, who died 
about fire yeans ago^ ihthe^ty, Mr. Babler, and 
left me in Vcty 'hatidfome cireumftances. My 
father ^iadca^MAnnon-teancil fort of pride about 
Irim, which aipired'at brlhgiiig up his fbn a gen- 
tleman, and 9tn ambition of making him carry an 
air of profufion, while the moft rigid ceconomy 
ivas obiehred in his expence* I have been tricked 
tmt, Sir, in the very pin'k of city finery, a laced 
"waiftcoat and a bag wi'g, ^t a time that I was 
fcfarcely allowed a fufficiency to pay tny club at the 
Horfelhbe and Magpie, and talked about tavern 
bills and (upper, when half a guine^a has been the 
extent of my finances for a whole week. 

Ufo» the death of old Squaretoes, Mr. Bahkr, 

I found myfelf poiTefTed of ten thoufand pounds, 

4ad.fcarccly.g0t a wink nf (Iffip, ,during.a wholp 

months my imaginatioi;! was (b perpetually Jiaunted 

by thp r fr o l lf (9^ ir> n of the- furn. Habituated, how^ 

ever, to the fight of the money, I foon began to 

entertain a notion of laying a few hundreds ele* 

gantly out. With this view a carriage was in- 

Aaiitly'befpoke, an everlafttng leaVe taken of all 

the ftreets between Temple-bar and White-chape}, 

and, a handfome. apartment fu^niihedat the other 

end of the town.' The three formidable letters of 

£, S, and-Qj, were quickly added to my name, and 

having a firong inclination to be thoughr^I fancied 

lA' reality that I was> a fine gentkmant 

Thi 
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The firft fix weeks after it came home, I fpent 
at leaft fourteen hours a day in my coach. I ap- 
peared every where, faw every thing, and upon ad- 
dreffing days frequently invited fome of the alder- 
men to 9 diih of chocolate. Indeed one accident 
happened at my firfi. going to court which made 
me not a little taken notice of; I never before had 
prefumed to put on a fword, and being in the circle 
making my bow, it unfortunately got between my 
legs, and threw me on my face; in order to fave 
myfelf from falling, I laid hold of an officer's fkirt,' 
who was juft near me, "and held it with fuch a 
force, that I dragged him with me down. The 
whole drawing room was in a roar; , the ladies tit- 
tered, the men burft into a horfe-laugh, and 
even the face of majefly itfelf relaxed into a 
fmile. As foon as poffible I picked myfelf up, and 
retired ; the officer did the fame, and as I had 
teen the caufe of his difgrace, I made him a num- 
ber of apologies, and took kim home to dine : be- 
fore we parted, a reciprocal efteem w^s cordially 
cxpreffed, and my new acquaintance talking fbme-r 
thing about a fcarcity of money, he did me the 
favour to borrow fifty piece$, and gave me a pofitive 
aiTuraace of coming to breakfaft the next morn- 
ing. 

He was better than his word; he came and 
brought half a dozen brother officers in his hand* 
We dined at Almacks ; drank Burgundy till we 
were Windj — fcourfsd the ftrects, and heat the 
watch. The frolick was new to me, Mr. Babler, 
. Vox,. I. E I was 
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I was charmed with it, and behaved fo well, that 
my companions honoured me with the name of 2^ 
very honeft fellow, and fwore it was a xlamn'd pity; 
1 was fo aukward with my fword. 

Th£S£ being the firft gentlemen I ever bad ac- 
quaintance with, it is no wonder I treated them 
with extraordinary refped, bred up to an inter- 
courfe with none but fellers of Knen, and dealers 
in packthread, I coniidered every man with a laced 
coat and cockade, as infinitely my fuperior, and 
, e;ideavdured, with a fedulity of an uncommon 
nature, to imitate what I fo paflionately admired. 
Happily my endeavours fucceeded fo well, that ia 
a little time I fwore, got drunk, broke windows^ 
kicked waiters, and infulted modeft women with aa 
good a grace as if I had been colonel of a regi«« 
ihent. 

In thefe fafhionable amufements I wafted away 
above half my fortune in two or three years, with 
no other charader than that of a very honeft fel- 
low ; when a fpirited rape on the daughter of my 
taylor, took away two thoufand pounds to huih a 
profecution and make it up. The a£lion increafed 
my reputation, but hurt myjcircumftances much : I 
had not now as much more left in the world. — I 
wasdifclaimed by my relations, and defpifed by my 
father's fober friends. One half of my companions 
had died, and the other half were in danger of a 
jail. The fame misfortune ftared.me in the face ; 
my debts were numerous, my creditors preffing ; 
difcharged they were obliged to be, and accord- 
ingly 
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ingly were, and when every thing was finally fet« 
tied, I found myfelf, inftead of having increafed* 
my ten thoufand, to have no more than feven hun« 
dred and fifty pounds left.-^Whatwastobe done^ 
I could not bear the thoughts of going back intdt 
the city i and underftood no bufinefs if I did. At 
lieutenancy offering, I purchafed it as the laft re*^ 
fpurce, and am now fi;arving upon the half pay* 
A ftriking example of ignorant pride and under* 
hred prodigality ^ at once the warning and CQa« 
tempt of our ihewy little citizens* 

My letter need neither comment nor aj^ca^ 
tioa; \^hatl {hall fay may be contained inthebut*^ 
end of the old fong. 

Learn to be wifi from other^s bartm^ 
And you flmll do full well 

I am.9 Sir, your's &c« 

William Wpaklt*. 

Numb. XVIII. Saturday^ June if. 

T TNFASHIONABLE foever as it>may be i<^ 
^^ enter upon religious fubjedb in fuch an age: 
as the prefent, there are fome who I flatter 
myfelf will neverthelefs pay a little attention to a 
topic of fuch importance without a blisfh, and' 
think itno difgrace either to their gentility or their 
underftanding, .to employ a few moments in the 
confideration of fome point^^ for whicb> at the 

E Z awful 
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awful period of their clifiblution, eternities upoj:x 
eternities will hardly feem too much. 

When we confider the differences which daily 
fubfift in the various modes or fyftems of the chrif- 
tian religion, and think upon the inflexible par- 
tiality vi^ich every man entertains in favour of his 
own, we ought to be abfolutefy certain that the 
particular form which each of us glories to poflefs, 
is perfedly conformable to our notions of the Deity, 
and confident in the minutefl degree ^with thofe 
divine lefTons which were inculcated by the Saviour 
of the World, in his myfterious miffion to man. -*— 
If we are not pofitive in this, let our belief be dif- 
tinguiihed by what nam€ foever we think proper* 
let us be proteftants or papifts, quakers or prefby* 
terians, I can take upon me to aver, that we have 
no right to the name of chriftians, and- may with 
equal propriety, take a lefTon from the Alcoran 
95 the Gospel. 

It is not the ceremony ufed at baptifm, the 
fprinkling of water, nor the promifes of our pa- 
rents in the prcfence of God, which cbnflitute the 
Christian ; no, it is an a<Stual conformity to the 
precepts of our Blessed Lord, and an undevi- 
ating obedience to the tenets which are laid down 
in the hiftory of his life and miracles. — Nothing 
can be more abfurd, nor in reality more criminal, 
than for a man to afpire at the glorious title of a 
Cbri^anj vfho i$ regardlefs of the duties which that 
appellation renders Jndifpenfibly neceflary ; or 4 
ftranger to the obligations which are particularly 

enjoined 
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enjoined by the name ; it is at once a fatal decep« 
tion of his own moft important expe£lations, an in* 
fult to his Saviour^ and a defiance of his God. 

With what propriety (hall I beg leave to afk, 
can the various fe£ls of religion in this kingdom 
call themfelves ChriftianSy when, in the unremitting 
hatred which they conftantly entertain towards 
one another, they utterly deftroy that univerfal 
principle of Charity which ought to be the foun- 
dation, nay, the very eflence of their belief.— 
With what propriety can he, who is bleft with un- 
bounded affluence, fiile himfelf a Cbriftian^ if his 
ear is turned away from the fight of affliction, or 
his heart unafFeSed with the tear of diflrefs.-^ 
Cbri/iianity obliges him to a conflant relief of the 
wretched ; and without a behaviour entirely con* 
fonant to the duties of" this belief/ what poffible 
pretention can he have to a name that exalts htm 
to a fellowfhip with angels, and lifts him above the 
ftars T— Will a conflant attendance on the public 
place of his worfhip, exculpate the oppreflbr of the 
widow and the fatherlefs, or give the name of 
Chrtftian to the villain who infamoufly lifts a dagger 
to the breafl: of his benefa£lor, or bafely flrives to 
murder the reputation of his friend?— Can the 
betrayer of unfufpedling innocence think on the 
pangs of fome violated virgin, left without afflflance^ 
without comfort, without bread : expofed to all the 
upbraid ings of a relentlefs world, to aggravate the 
feyerity of her own reflexions, and poffibly plunged 
in the additional mifery of having a helplefs little 

£ 2 innocentj 
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innocent, and an unalterable zSc&ixm for the mon* 
Aer by whom fhejs ib cruelly undone ? I fay can 
the perpetrator of an z6k like this^ ilt down calmlyc^ 
fatisfied with the re£litude of his behaviour, and 
think himfelf as a Chrtflian fincerely acquitted ta 
his God^ Alas, if any man thus culpable. can be fo 
prefumptuoufly daring as to think himfelf a C^r^uiff, 
it is doubtful whether he \t moft a reprobate or an 
idiot, tor whether he is moft regardlefs or ignorant 
of his trtmes. 

In every profeffion of the Chrijiian faith there is 
a number of good natured ))eople who are always 
wie^fy about the fate of the Mahofmtans^ and ter- 
'ribly afflicted left the ighorant fayagesiof Jmerica^ 
Should not, at the kft dfay, be received into the 
favour of die SuprenuBeiing* "^Thete people cnw 
tertain ftrange notions o^ tli^ Deity^ if tbey can 
(uppofe that a power aU'trnfe^eU-nuriifuly snA aU* 
jufiy will require, at the hands of fuch ignoram 
nations, a. knowledge which he has not thought 
proper ito beftow : afuppofition of fuch a nature is 
^ghly derogatory to the divine effence ; it is a 
^cit implication that the^r^w/ye^A^of the univerfe 
<exercifes a feverity^ which would be cruel in hrs 
^rea^ures-but to think of; and a palpable inflnu* 
^tion, that the Being of biings^ is capable of a ty- 
4'Bnny which would utterly degrade the meanefl^ 
4n the human race, among the wonders of his 
4\and.— ^No, from fuch only, as have received 
4nuch) much i^ «expe<fted ; and perhaps at the laft 
<lay, myciad« of our.»^;^/»a^chriftians, who look 

upon 
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upon the jimerican Savage with pity or contempt, 
\rould give a hecatomb of worlds, had they power 
to change fituations, to fee fo little to anfwer for, 
as him: conformable to what he knows,' he in- 
variably regulates the tenor of his condud, main- 
tains an unalterable reverence for fome great ob* 
je£fc which he looks upon as his God, and pays an 
implicit ''obedience to his Jaws; whatever his fyftem 
of belief may be, he endeavours to do it all the 
honour in his power, and fhudders at nothing fo 
much as the thought of bringing it into difgrace. 
— - Who amongft us can honeftiy fay the fame ? 
£nlightened with the lamp of fcience and the fun 
of true religion, our adlions are a perpetual ftigma 
on our belief; we acknowledge the wonderful 
merteies of a Suffering Redeemer, yet are continually 
uttering blafphemies againft his name; we own 
the infinite merits of his gofpel, and yet ad in ma- 
tiifeft eontradidion to every precept it contains : 
the Deity, we are fenfible can think us into aOie« 
for the enormity of onr crimes, and yet we con« 
tinue to behave in open difobedience to his will i 
in (hort, both hoping and fearing the exiftence of 
another world, we facrifice every valuable oppor«^ 
tunity in this, and conftantly bbafting the advan* 
tages accruing from our religion, we are always 
^ding as if we bad no religion at all. -^ Let us, 
therefore, inftead of condemning the errors of our 
neighbours,, begin with correcting whatever is 
amifs in ourfelves ; and inflead of finding fault with 
the religion of other peopl^ be fatisfied that f*eai 

£ 4 chiifliafiity 
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chriflianity is the bafi3 of our own.— > The whole 
snyfteiy, both of religion and government will be 
found in thefe admirable lines of Mr. Pope. 

For forms cf government ktfoob conteft^ 
Whatier is hefi adminijlred^ is heft. 
For modes of faith ^ let graceUfs zealots fight y 
His carft he wrong wbofe life is in the right. 



Numb. XIX. Saturday ^ June \%. 



ORASMIN and ALMIRA, an Oriental 

Talb. 

SO N of man learn refignation to the appoint*- 
ments of providence, nor dare to drop a mur-* 
mur at the difpenfations of the moft juft. Think 
not of difputing with the wifdom of infinity { nor 
dream of wreiling the vindidive thunderbolt from 
the dread right hand of God. 

In the city of Bagdad, fo celebrated by the fages 
of antiquity, lived Orafmin, the fon of Ibrahim, 
whofe name was an Aromatic that perfumed the 
remoceft corners of the Eaft. His perfon was as 
noble as the rifing oak. in the foreft, and his mind 
as unfullied as a meridian beam from the fun; bis 
bounty wiped away the tear from the eye of the 
fatherlefs, nor did the mourning of the widow ever 
pafs unregarded at bis gate. — To fum up his 
character at once, complacency and benevolence 
were always feated on his brow, and humanity 

was 
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was a virtue fo natural to his heart, that it formed 
the very core, and twifted round the firings. Thus 
amiable, it was no wonder, that by all who faw 
him he fhould be inftantly admired j and thus de- 
ferving, no way ftrange,that by all who knew him 
he (hould be cordially refpefted and beloved. 

Among a variety of virgins who languifhed for 
Orafmin, Almira, a damfel of Balfora, newly ar* 
rived at Bagdad, was the only perfon bleft with, a 
reciprocal efteem i the blulh of the morning was 
lefs rofy than her cheek, and the diamond of gol- 
conda not fo brilljant as her eye ; her bofom was as 
white as the fwan upon the waters, and getvtle as 
the tnidfummer murmur of the ftream. — How oft 
O ye groves of Balfora, have ye echoed with the 
fame of her beauty ! how oft, O ye vallies of Bag- 
dad, have ye refounded with her praife. You'kno^KT. 
that her voice would chain the tyger of the defart, 
> and unnerve the wild ftag as he darted from the 
hill ; you know that the fpices of Ormus could not 
equal her in breath, nor the daughters of paradife 
excel her in dignity apd grace. 

Orasmin and Almira were not moredift!ngui(h« 
cd for their merit, than remarkable for their loves ; 
and as neither had any parent living to oppofe their 
wilhes, a day was appointed for the celebration of 
their nuptials, to the univerfal fatisfadtion of their ' 
friends. — Orafmin, all impatient for pofleffing the 
only obje<Sl that had ever engroiTed his heart, long- 
ed for the happy hour with the utmoft anxiety, 
and feafted his imagination continually with the 

£ 5 raptures 
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l^pturcs he was to experience in the arms oF 
Almira. She not lefs impatient, though more 
Confined in h«r expreflions of the approaching 
felicity, painted equally warm to her fancy, the 
uninterrupted enjo)rment of all £be held dear, and 
counted over the weeks, the months, and the 
years, flie had a probable expe£lation of paffing in 
the tenderell intercourfe with her adored Orafmin. 
•^— But alas ! while our lovers were thus-enhancing 
the prefent, by rcflecSing on the future, an order 
arrived for Almira to attend the Caliph, who had 
for fome time beeA entertained with various reports 
of her unparaMelled beauty, and wanted to fee if 
^he encomiums laviflied fo frequently upon her, 
were juft. Neither her religion nor her allegiance 
could allow her to form any excufe for not attending 
the €(mmandir of ihefaithfuly much lefs admit of a 
refolution to difobeyj be was worfhipped with an 
implicit reverence, as a fucceflbr of the holy Ma- 
homet, 1)y all his 4)eople, and his word was ever 
looked upon as the irrevocable voice of Fate. Al- 
mira therefore was immediately carried with a 
bleeding heart to the palace, and the moment fb« 
was beheld by the Caliph, 'declared the moft fa- 
vourite of his queens. 

It is not in language to tell the diftraSion of the 
two lovers, at being thus unexpeftedly torn for 
ever from each others arms ; the moment Orafmin 
beard that his Altnira had captivated the Caliph^ 
he looked upon the bufinefs of life to be entirely 
t>ver> and unable to fupport the inexpreflible agonies 

of 
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of his own mind, confidered the angel qf death as 

the only niinifter of repofb : for two whole days 

and nights he wandered through the various rooms 

of his houfe in ail abfolute ftate of phrenzy, calling 

out at every interval in the moft paffionate tone, 

on the name of his raviflied Almira. On the third 

day, growing fomewhat calmer, he began to refledl 

on all the circumflances of his paft life, in order to 

find out in what particular he had given Mahoihet 

fuch unpardonable offence, as to meet with fo fevere 

a ch'aftifement at his hands. After revolving a 

lortg time, and finding nothing but fome youthful 

indifcretions to anfwer for, which were infinitely 

overballanced by a number of nieritorious adlions, 

he infenfibly dropt upon one knee, and began to 

expoftulate, in the following manner, with his 

God: 

** Thou great creator of the univerfe, who fits*t 
** enthroned above the feven heavenSy where even 
*' the conception of no prophet but the holy ma- 
*' homet, can dare to foar : look down in mercy 
** on a wretch, who numbers himfelf with the 
** moft unhappy of human beings, though he has 
** conftantly maintained the deepeft reverence for 
*' thy laws ; tell him, O thou infinitely high ! in- 
*' form him, O thou inexpreflibly juft ! why he, 
•* who has ever made it his unalterable ftudy, to 
** deferve thy awful fanftioa on his deeds, is deem- ; 
*' ed to fuffer what the moft impious prophaner of 
•• thy divine will, wouW look upon as a feverity, 

•*aiid 
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** and confidently exclaim, was too great a punKh- 
^^ ment for the mofl enormous of his crimes." 

Orasmin had fcarcely ended, when a clap of 
, thunder (hook the houfe, and an unufua! bright- 
nefs lightened the room, where he ftill continued 
on his knee, aftonifhed at this apparent meflage 
from the Deity. —When he recovered himfelf a li t- 
tle, a voice as awful as the trumpet of heaven, de- 
fired him carefully to attend^ and thus went on.— • 
*' Ceafe, O miftaken man, to doubt the mercy and 
•• juftice of the Supreme Being, who though he afts 
^* by unknown fprings and feeming feverities, is 
*' ever watchful for the happinefs of the virtuous^ 
•* and perfeftly confiftent in all his laws. — Con- 
•' fidec, Orafmin, that this world is a tranfitory 
** bubble, which muft fhortly burft upon the ocean 
*• of time; that it is at beft but afliort voyage, ia 
** which every pafTenger muft meet with fomc di(^ 
*' greeable gales, in order to prove his dependance 
*< on the hand of infinite goodnefs, and fliew that 
•* he is worthy of entering into an evcrlafting port* 
•< —Without fome adverfe ftorms to ruffle the fea, 
** of life, the tide of profperity would frequently 
** fwell the creature into a forgetfulnefs of the 
*' Creator, and reduce him to a more dangerous 
*< iituation than the bittereft blaft he can expe- 
•* rience, will ever bring him to; a total indiiFe- 
•* rence of his God. Out of mercy therefore, a 
*^ variety of fhoah and quickfands are thrown in his 
•* way, which keeping the fenfe of his dependance 
f^ on the divine Being conftantly alive in this worlds 

** puts 
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** puts htm in a capacity of fleering his bark in the 

*^ proper channel, and enables him to arrive atend- 

*« Ws happinefs in the next^ — But abftrafled from 

•* this general order in the ftate of things; know, 

*^ Orafmin, that becaufe thou wert a particular 

** favourite of heaven, it was decreed to fnatch 

^* Almira from thy arms : (he was, O man, thy 

** HdcTi'-^Brahim thy father, journeying to Balfora, 

^* was admitted to the Code's wife, and the produdl 

** of their guilty commerce was Almira : here 

^^ again obferve the kindnefs of heaven in it's very 

/* feverities, which, in order to deter the parent 

*^ from the commiffion of enormities, denounces a 

^^ judgment againft what he values more highly 

*• than worlds, his race — Orafmin be comforted; 

«** I have vifited Almira, and informed her of thefe 

*' things; fhq is ateafe, remain thou fo too, and 

'* remember never again to doubt the goodnefs of 

<< providence, which in it's own time will reward 

** thofe who place their confidence in it's hands/* 

Orafmin after this lived many years in happinefs, 

and left many children, who fucceeded to his vir- 

tues and fortune, the eldefl of whom was grand 

vifier to the Caliph Haroun Alrafchid, and ordered, 

thefe matters to be recorded in the hiflories of 

Bagdad. 



Numb. 
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N 'U M B. XX. Saturday^ June 25. 

w > ■> ■ ■ ■ . J. ■ ^ . 

ta the B A B L £ R. 
SIR, 

FORTITUDE and conftaticy of mind are qua- 
lities to which every nation in proportion *a» 
it iis divilized, lays a formidable claim, and to 
v^hich however, very few, were we to examine the 
matter thoroughly, can have any tollerable preten- 
fiori, befides the compliment which on thofe oc- 
cafions, each is fo extremely liberal in paying to 
itfelf. In faft, it might not be difficult to prove, 
from every day^s experience, that the propagation 
of the Sciences, while they improve, generally 
enervate the mind and that true fortitude and con- 
ftancy of foul, are more the refult of a felf-ap- 
proving confcience, than the efFc£l of an excellent 
underftatiding. 

A NUMBER of philofophers, who have adoniffaecl 
the world with the greatnefs of their genius, and 
the extent of their reading, might talk very pret- 
tily on this fubjeft, but when they came once to 
put any of their own leffons into pradice, this 
boafted resolution, of which they imagined them- 
felves pofleffed, difappeared in an inftant, and from 
deferving the univerfal admiration of mankind, they 
became entitled to nothing but an abfolute con- 
tempt. Cicero, in his orations^ might exprefs the 
greateft difregard of death he pleaied> and tell us 

that 
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that a marr ftiould not hefitate a moment. In facrifi- 
ting his life for the good of his country; but thfe 
orator found the pra^lce infinitely harder than thh 
precept, ahd Ifeagued himfelf with the enemies 6( 
the public after all, in hope of faving the life, 
\7hich he alFeded fo highly to defpife. 

Who could talk better upon the virtues, or give 
more ex^cellent Icflbns of morality, than our own 
countryman my lord Saint Albans, yet who when 
he fell from the pinnacle of honour^and preferment, 
ever (hewed a greater fervility of mincT, or took 
more infamous methods to repair his fliattered for- 
tune? — The moft fcandalous adulation that could 
be paid at court, he was conftamly paying; arid not- 
withftatiding after his ^ifgrace he \yas writing a 
hook, which confers an honour on human nature^ 
yet his intervals were taken up in defending every 
pernicious meafure of the crown, and employed in 
deftroying the liberty of his country. Need the 
caufe of his difgrace l)e mentioned here to prove, 
that notwithftanding his wonderful abilities,* he 
wanted fortitude to refift the force of a trifling fum 
of money, and honefty to difcharge the important 
duties of his truft? or what fball we fay of a man, 
who, while he was eftablifliing the highcft teftimo- 
ny of human genius, for two or three hundred 
pounds ereCled an everlafHng monument of human 
bafenefs too. In reality, fcience and underftand- 
ing, can do nothing more than teach our conftancy 
and fortitude a nobler way of appearing, the qua- 
lities therhfelves muft proceed from a firiner foun^ 

datioA 
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dation than both— The wifdom of Socrates gave 
ft manner to his fortitude, which left an irrefiftible 
charm in his death, but the fortitude itfelf pro- 
ceeded not from the excellence of his undcrftand* 
ing, but the goodiiefs of his heart. 

But to prove beyond a poffibility of difpute, that 
a knowledge of the fciences, has nothing to do in 
the qualities under confideration, let us only refer 
to the behaviour of a poor Indjan, as related by 
Lafitaw, taken in battle by his enemies, and con- 
demned as a facrifice to the manes of fuch as either 
he himfelf or his countrymen dcflroyed in the 
field: — The moment he is condemned, he opens 
his death fong, and is faftened to a ftake, the 
chiefs of the nation which has taken him, fitting 
round a fire, and fmoaking all the time.— -Such 
as choofe to be concerned in the execution, begin 
with torturing at the extremities of his body, till 
by degrees they approach the trunk; one pulls .off 
all his naib from the roots ; another take^ a finger 
. and tears ofFthe ileih with his teeth ; a third takes 
the finger thus mangled, and thrufls it into the 
bowl of a pipe made red hot, and fmoaks it like 
tobacco ; others cut and flafh the flefby parts of 
his body) and fear the wounds immediately up with 
burning irons; fome flrip the (kin ofF his head, 
and pour boiling lead upon it ; others tear the flelh 
entirely from his arms, and twifl the bare tendrils 
and finews round red hot irons, twifting and 
,fnapping at the fame time ; fome pound his fingers 
and toes to pieces between two ftones^ others all 

tkt 
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the while diftending and ftretching eveiy limb and 

joint, to encreafe the incdhceivable horror of his 

pains* During this, the miferable fuSerer fome*- 

times rendered infenfible by the torture, falls into 

fo profound a fleep, that they are obliged to apply 

the fire to recover him, and untie him, to give a 

breathing to the fury of their own revenge. — Again 

he is tied, and his teeth drawn one by one, his 

ey^ beat out, and no one trace of humanity left 

m his vifage ; in this fituation, all over one conti« 

nued mummy, one inexpref&ble wound, they beat 

him from one to another with clubs ; the wretch 

now up now down, falling in their fires at every 

ftep, till at laft, wearied out with /cruelty, fome 

of their chiefs put an end with a dagger, to his fuf- 

ferings, and terminates the execution, which often 

}afts five or fix hours, by ordering on the kettle and 

making a feaft as horrid and barbarous as theijr 

revenge. 

But what renders this more furprizing, is a con« 
tteft which ilibfifts all the time between the fuiFerer 
and them, whether he has moft fortitude in bear* 
ing, or they ingenuity in aggravating his pangs; at 
every interval they give him, he fmokes unconcern- 
ed with the reft, without one murmur or Ihadow 
of a groan, recounts what exploits he has done^ 
and tells them how many of their countrymen he 
has killed, in order to encreafe their fury ; nay he 
reproaches them with an ignorance of torturii^, 
and points out fuch parts of his body himfelf, as 
are more exquifitely fenlible of pain -^ The women 

hftf c 
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have this part of courage with the men, and incre- 
dible foever as fuch an aftonifhing xronftancy 
mind may appear, it "would be as odd to fee one of 
thefe people fufFer in another manner, as it would 
be to find an European who could fufFer with any 
thing li'kc their fortitude; an inflexible unifor- 
mity to the principles in which they are bred is 
the occafion of this fortitude, and without 6ne 
fpark of learning, occafions a behaviour, which 
diflances the moft celebrated ftories. of antiquity^ 
9nd baffles the profoundeft leitons of all the phw 
lofophers.^ 

T. B. 

N t; M B. XXL Saturday^ July 2. 

FEW of the nobler qualifications are fo gene- 
rally pretented to as Friendfhip, or a capacity 
t)f entertaining fo cordial a regard for the intereft 
of another perfon, as to make if equally an objeA 
t>f importance with our own>-— I was talking Uft 
^flight with my old acquaintance Will Threadbarcy 
t>n this very fubje£t, at the-Queen's Arms in St. 
Paul's Church-yard, when Will related over the 
biftory of his friendihips to me for the ninety -ninth 
lime, and concluded with his ufual invedive againft 
iiU tht world, and the little confidence which is to 
be placed in the honour or honefty of any man.— 
To fave him the trouble of repeating his narrative 
ligain) I ihaU take the liberty of making it the Aib- 
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je£t of the prefent paper; more efpecially as I 
knovir the publication can be no way difagreeable 
to hitn, and may probably prove of fome enter« 
tatnment to my readers. 

From my very infancy up,Mr. B&bler, fays Will, 

I found that all thofe at-tachments which we are 

iveak enough to diftinguiih by the name of Friend- 

Ihip, were nothing more than the efft&s of our 

folly or the confequence of our defign— A parity 

of fentiments always created an intimacy between 

a couple of rafcals, who,( willing to beliere that 

they were capable of feeling the exalted glow 'of a 

virtuous frtendflfip, imagined they really did feel 

it^ and having once flattered themfelves with this 

4;>pUii9n3 r^ft^d wonderfully pleafed with the fupei* 

Uruflure, without ever examining the foundation 

lipon which it was built. 

When I was at Eaton, no two in the world 

could be more intimate ; that is, in the language of 

the world, entertain a greater friendihip for each 

-other, than a fellow who now poflefiies one of the 

tmoft valuable employments in the kingdom and 

•your humble fervant : bow often have we fw<H» 

that nothing flioukl dver feparate us when we came 

'into the great theatre of life, as adlors for ourfelves* 

•♦•This regard we carried to fuch an excefs, that 

. we have 'frequently boxed one another's battles, 

and always looked upon the leaft affront offered to 

Cither, as an unpardonable injury to both. — ^Bul:, 

alas, Mr. Babler, one Whitfun- Monday the pro* 

voft, who was an old acquaintance of my father**, 

t<K>k 
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took me out in a chaife with him to a neighbouring 
gentleman's houfe, and as my friend was not treated 
with the fame diftindtion, he grew envious of his 
Pykdes^ behaved intolerably cold at our next meet- 
ing, which I could not but obferve, and being per* 
haps a little too tart in my reproaches, he took an 
occafion to quarrel with me; the confequence of 
which was that he and I never fpoke a word toge- 
ther after. This lad's efteem for me commenced 
firft of all from my dexterity in robbing orchards ; 
an amufement of which he was particularly fond^ 
and therefore could not help efteeming a temper 
that bore fo ftrong a refemblance to his own; but 
as the bafis of our regard was fo very trivial in itfclf, 
our friendfhip muft be fuppofed to have but a 

.flender fupport, and therefore a mifunderftanding 
was but a matter of courfe. 

At Oxford I commenced an everlafting friend 

^ flhip, to be fure, wbh Ned Guzzle^ becaufe I was 
tinalterably attached to the bottle myfelf, and he 
was reckoned the hardeft drinker in the UniveHity; 
our everlafting friend(hip however continued but 

' fix weeks, for a couple of unlucky rogues pitted us 

' againft one another to drink for a rump of beef 
and a dozen of Maderia, in which it being mj 
fortune to fwallow half a pint more than my an* 
tagoni^, he wrote me a letter when he gol up 

, next evening, defiring that all manner of corref- 

{}ondence might be dropt between us for the future. 

When I came up to town and got poffeiBon of 

my little fortune, Dick Wildman and I were in- 

feparablci 
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Jeparable ; we lodged in the fame houfe, fpent 
'every evening ^t the fame tavern together, and 
retired every morning with a ftrumpet to the fame 
bagnio under the piazza. — We werc> always 
coupled in our amours, and never attacked a 
milliner'js a[iprentice or a tradefman's wife unlefs 
there ^vere two to find us both employment in 
the fame family. — This was not all ; I once 
fought a duel for him behind Montague-houfe, 
and ran the double c}iance both of the gallows 
and cold iron : yet fee the fatality attending all 
fublunary things ; Dick furpri^ed me one morning 
in bed with one of the maids where we lodged, 
whom he had been foliciting for fome time, though 
unknown to me, and was fo offended at the un- 
pardonable preference which the hufley gave me^ 
that he inftantly ordered his miin to pack up his. 
things and decamped next day, without faying, a 
fingle fyllable. 

I couLp recount a variety of inftances where my 
friendfliips were equally unfuccefsful, though I 
never refufed either my f\yord, or my purfe, to 
dny of thofe partners of my 4ieart ; but finding by 
fatal experience, that no fri^ndfhip is lafting which 
is not founded on Virtue, and believing in my 
foul, that there is not a fpark of virtue in any man 
alive, — I am abfolutely determined nevc;r to have 
another friendfhip, but to ftarve as decently as I 
can upon my feventy pounds a year, and to repeat 
that admirable fentimcnt of Swift, when any well- 
behaved 
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behaved fcoundrel make^ me the fmaUeft declaration 
of his efteem. 

^l^en e*er a prating Rafcal cries j 

His your deard/l Friend '^^ he ties \ 

To hfe a guinea at picquet^ 

Would make him rave^ blafphemey andfweat^ 

Bring from his heart fincerer groans^ 

Than if he beard you broke your hones ^ 

, Numb,, XXII. Saturday^ July 9. 
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ID O not know any one circumftance fo produce, 
tive of diforder and confufioh, as the ^neral 
propenfity among all ranks of people, when they 
meet in company to bejoyous, as it is called 5 nor 
«ny thing, where,*in the purfuit of pleafure and 
the hope of fpending an agreeable evening, they 
are fo utterly miftaken in the means. — I am led 
into this reflexion, as well from the experience of 
my own younger days, as the univerfal confeffion 
of all my juvettal acquaintance of the prefent 
times, with whom I very frequently chat half 
an hour upon the fubjedi j and as a difcuiBon of 
this point may perhaps prove as pleafing to my 
readers as a difcourfe upon any other topic, I fliall 
make a little narrative which I had yefterday from 
my nephew, Harry Rattle., the fubftance of the 
enfuing paper. 

I HAVE often told my fubftribers, that though' 
confiderably on the wrong fide of fifty, an unaf- 

fuming 
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fuming air of gaiety and freedom ftill renders me- 
tolerable to the fociety of the young people, and 
that there is feldpm a day -in which I have not a, 
yifit or an invitation from feveral to whom I might, 
almoil be a grandfather. — Among the many by; 
whom I am thus favourably diftinguiflicd, myfifter 
Rattle's youngqft fon Harry, treats me with z. 
chearful familiarity, without ever tranfgreiEhg the 
fmalleft bound of refpedl; — ^There is a fomething 
in this young fellow, which, abftraded from his. 
affinity to me, I cannot help admiring : — An open, 
ingenuity of carriage, mixed with a fund of ex- 
cellent fenfe, , are not the leaft of his accompliOi- 
ments ; J{& has reftd a great deal^ and what is in« 
finitely more, he never took up an author without 
perfciiiy undc;rftandi|ig.Jbtjpi« — ^ As well as a com- 
plete fcholar, Harry is really pretty gentleman^ 
and poiTei&s no le;fs a good heart than a.6rie un- 
derftanding^ — - As my nephew's qu^iiications are 
very well known, it is impoffible but every body 
muft be fond of his company :' This fometimes 
leads him into foibles; and in.fpite.of his good 
fenfe, an eafinefs of temper, that cannot refift the 
A)licitations of his friends, frequently runs him into^ 
errors, which with all my partiality for him> I 
<^an by no means approve, notwithftanding the 
I'ogue would make any body overlook them by the 
felf accufmg honeft and readinefs of his own re-p 
flexions : Whenever I get Harry for a fubje6^ of 
difcourfe, I fcarce know how to end, I am fo 
fond of dwelling vpoa what I cordially efteem; 

but 
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but not to trefpafs upon the patience of m/ read- 
ers, who are no way interefted in his qualities, it is 
high time I (hould proceed to the purpofe I fet 
out with, and afTume the matter inftead of preach- 
ing on the man.— Well then, yefterday morning 
Harry called upon me about eleven, his face fpirit- 
lefs and pale, his lips livid and fwoln, a vifible 
fatigue fpread all over his features, and his eyes 
funk in his head : I began infiantly to open at the 
young rogue, gueffing juftly enough the caufe of 
his rueful appearance, when he flopped into my 
great chair, and prevented all the feverity I in- 
tended to treat him with, by being confiderably 
more fevere upon himfelf. 

My dear Sir, fays he, I am not worth your 
anger; advice is thrown away upon me; I fin 
againft the convidion of my own reaibn, and am 
no lefs an obftinate puppy, than a ridiculous fool. 
Why laft night again, notwithftanding air my late 
refolutions, Dick Bumper only afked me a fecond 
time to fup with a few friends at his houfe, and 
though I was very ^nfible what the confequenct 
muft inevitably prove, do you know that I had not 
fortitue enough to refufe him: at four this morn- 
ing we broke up after the ufual manner, heartily 
we^ry of each other, fatigued to death with our 
entertainment^ and utterly diifatisiied wkh our* 
felves. 

I WISH Sir, you would fay fomething on this 
fubje£t, and. point out the nionftrous abfurdity, 
which generally prevails in a joyous evening; 

when 
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when a few friends meet together, i^nftead of inn 
dulging a rational converfation, you hear 6f no* 
thing but a toaft and a fong^: the chairman calls 
in turn upon every one for his toaft, and frequently 
pats us to a ftand for the want of fomething fpirite J 
or new : in this dilemma, obfcenity or prophana- 
tion is but too general a refource, and it is no un- 
common thing to hear men, of reputed underftand;- 
ing, extol the name of fome public proftitute, and 
ridicule the precepts of their God. 

The cuftom of every man's finging in turn, is 
ftiU confiderably more ridiculous, and commonly 
as prophane: at any of thefe joyous meetings, 
even I, who have a voice more difagreeable than 
the grating of a gate upon hinges, and know 
no more of mufic than a fJottentot, can never get 
excufed, but muft make myfel^ ridiculous in at- 
tempting what I am utterly incapable of, and dlf- 
turb the very people who drive me moft importu- 
nately on : how often have I been teized to fing 
by a number of my intimate acquaintance, and 
yet the moment I began,, there was no polfibility 
of concealing their difguftj they whifpered *one 
another, gave a forced attention, or lolled infipidly 
in their chairs, ftroking the pleats of their ruffles, 
or playing with the chain of their watch, then 
longing impatiently till I had finiihed, gave a 
faint bravo, and called Out for a toaft from. the 
next member in rotation j whilft I fat frying the 
whole time, from a confcious incapacity to pleafe. 
Vol. I. F and 
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and a ftrange necei&ty of giving a general dif* 
fatisfadion. 

Perhaps, Sir, no cuftom in the world is b yjery 
dangerous or unpardonable as toafting ; it levfls all 
diftin£^ion in conftitutions, and obliges a man in 
an indifferent ftate of health,. to drink as much as 
liim that is bleft with the flrength of a Hercules. 
It is the immediate parent of noife and intoxica* 
tion, and amongft people #f the beft fenfe, an- 
swers no other purpofe but to leave them without 
^y fenfe at all. 

How prepofterous a notion is it, my dear Sir, to 
fuppofe our joyous focieties Simulated by the prin- 
ciples of true benevolence or real efteem ', when 
every mtn has a defign upon the weaknefs or con** 
fiitution of his friend, and pufhes the glafs about 
for no other purnpfe, but to prejudice his health 
and deftroy his underftanding : nay, when we 
make it our chiefeft glory to have drank him out 
of all knowledge of order, all regard for himfelf, 
and all veneration for his God i when we reduce 
him to a ftate of abfolute pbrenzy or ftupefadion, 
and either expofe him to the numberlefs quarrels 
attending the firft, or the multitude of accidents 
peculiar to the laft of thefe fituations ; but Sir, 
I want to acquaint you with an affair of fome 
ConTequence: here Harry heiitated, and here I 
poftpone the account of this affair, till my next 
paper* 

Numb. 
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^— — ■ ■ i I ■■■ ■■■■—■——— 

I SHALL now refume the fubjed of my forego^ 
ing paper, and (hew one of the man/ thou^ 
fand iH confequences which proceed from the 
modern method of being /0ya«f, and the illiberal in- 
dulgence of the glafs at the moft friendly of our 
general entertainments. 

The matter of confef ueHce which my nephew 
Harry wanted to acquaint me wkh, was the fol* 
lowing note, which he received from Mr^Bumbery 
{at whole houfe he had fpent the preceding evea* 
ing) juft as be was ftepping out to chat half aa 
hour with me at my chambers. 

- To H. Rattle, Efq; 
«* S I R, 

f AST night you refufed drinking Kitty 
Edwards, who was my toaft, and on that 
** occadon offered feveval new-fa£bioned argu» 
^^ ments in fupport of your behaviour^ which tei& 
^* tified nothing more tha^i a peculiarity of tern* 
** per, but did no very great credit to the acr 
^^ knowledged goodnefs of your underftanding. -^ 
" After you had refufed my toaft, no gentleman 
in company once a(ked you to drink his, thougli 
all took notice of your unaccountable fingu- 
** larity.-— The regard I muft entertain for my 
•* own honour, and the refpcft which is due to.\ 

F 2 «* nl/i 
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•' my friends, oblige me to requeft an interview 
*^ at the Bedford by one, to demand an explana- 
•* tion of this affair, which I was laft night hin- 
•* dred from enquiring into, by my fears of dif- 

turbing the company and the confideration of 

my own houfe. 

'* I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 

** Richard Bumper/* 

1 HAD tio fooner read the letter, than Harry 
cried out ** You fee. Sir the confequence of being 
*• an advocate for common fenfe. — Herelmuft 
** have my throat cut for refufing to drink the 
'< health of an ihfamous ftrumpet, or in vindication 
** of my conduft, cut the throat of my friend. — 
** What would you advife me to ? the time draws 
*' on and I would not have Mr. Bumper wait a 
** moment for the univerfe?" ** Why Harry^ fays 
^' I) go inftantly and hear what the gentleman has 
•* to fay, but be fure remember that your life is 
** not to be fet at ftake for a glafs of wine, or an 
•* abandoned woman, little regard foever as Mr. 
•* Bumper may entertain for his; and let matters 
<* turn out as they will, come l)ack as foon as pof- 
•* fible, and tell me the confequence of your in- 
•• terview/' — Harry promifed a punftual -obferv- 
ance of my advice and requeft, and accordingly 
came back in a couple of hours after, and related 
the fubftanceof hisconverfation with Mr. Bumper, 
which, for the greater eafe of my readers, I fhall 

fet 
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fet do\vn as it was fpoken, inferting the name of 
the fpeaker, at the fame time in the margin : — 

Rattle. ** Mr. Bumper, your moft obedient; I 
** am come purfuant to a note you have honoured 
** me with this morning, written in a very unex- 
*' pe£led as well as extraordinary ftile, to know in 
** what manner I have been unhappy enough to 
*• give you the leaft offence." 

Bumper, **^ The queftion is utterly unneceflary, 
** Mr. Rattle, the manner of offending me is 
** plainly enough declared in my letter, and no- 
^^ thing remains now to be 4ifcuired but the mo-» 
** tivc.'* 

RattU. ** This will not take us up much time 
•* Sir; for be aflured, I had not the leaft motive for 
** offending you at all." 

Bumper. ** This is very odd, Mr. Rattle ! Why 
** then did yoii refufe my toaft ? 

Rattle. ^^ Becaufe I faw no reafon, wby^ if 

^* Mr. Bumper would difgrace his underftanding, 

*' that I (hould offer a palpable indignity to mine, 

** -^I have been too long the flave of company 

•* and cuftom, but for the future am determined 

'* never to teftify fo public a mark of refpe£t, as 

\ f* a toaft for any man or woman who ^re juftly 

^* the univerfal obje(fls of deteftation or contempt. 

•* — To drink the health of a rafcal is an appro- 

*^ bation of his conduct, and a toaft to the name 

** of an infamous woman deftroys any merit that 

'^ can dwell upon a glafs* in coaipliment to a var 

^Muableonc." 

F 3 Bumper* 
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Bumper . •* Thcfe (with a fneer) cynical fenti- 
** ments may do very well in fpeculation, Mr. 
*< Battle^ but give me leave to aflert, with all pof- 
^ fible deference to the fuperiority of your boafted 
*^ underftanding, that the practice will be fome- 
*< what difficult; and furthermore let me add, that 
^< you will be frequently liable to explain this 
*^ ridiculous deviation from the general rules of 
*^ company, or reduced to a neceffity of keeping 
•• no company at all,'* 

Rattle, (briflcly) " And be afTured, Mr. Bumper, 
•♦ I never fhall regret the lofs of that company 
*< which looks upon common fenfe as an enemy 
*• to itV mirth or inffitution." 

Bumper. * But don't yiou think. Sir, that the 
*' refufal of a toaft may bcjuftly Confidered an 
•* afluaFdifrcfpetSf ta the giver, and that upon that 
^< occaiion he has a right, by the rules of cuftom^ 
•• to call ifte refafer to an account ?** 

Rattie. •* Sir, you- raay call any maD to an ac- 
•♦ count, when you^wM.— But confider whether 
•* rcafbn jaftrfies* or coitdemns the proceeding.-— 
•*-Come, come, Mr. Bumper, it is not for you and 
•*• I to mate a- feriotfs ^ffm of a trifle ; I again 
^ repeat tbat I bad no notion of oflFending you, 
**' and* r faitcy^ you can rccolIeS inftances enough 
•• where my veracity- has not admitted of a dif- 
•• pute.— f am forry to fee you fo warm upon 
•« this occafibn ; but let me aft your heart, if it 
^thinfeff the refafaf of drinking a ftrumpct's 

*♦ health 
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** health a crime that defervcs the murder of your 
«* friend?" 

~ Bmnper. ^< Sir, it is not the difrefpe£): offered to 
«♦ her, but to myfelf." 

Rattle, (interrupting) ^* Then you own that 
*• flie is not worth quSrrelling for, and yet make 
•* yourfcif fo much a part of her, as to run thfc 
** moft extravagant lengths in her defence.— My 
•* dear Bumper, you may fee from this the im- 
•* propriety of all toafting ; for you might as weH 
** run me through the body for not falling in love 
** with any woman you think pifoper to mention, 
** as be offended at n^y rcfufing to drink her 
•* health. -«^Th« qweftioii y^ rioc to ht decided by 
** the laws of Gaftoftly b\rt hf tUt rules of reafon ; 
•^ and what a figure miift a ntanr make in any ar- 
•• gumeitt wherer he de^i^s tfiith ind underftand- 
•* ing 9 liberty to ju-dg^.-" Upon the whole, Dick, 
•* if yo\i are delermtned to cut rtiy throat you 
** mud : but do not commit an uniYeceiTary murder 
** to conyiftce me ot What I am already convinced, 
*♦ that yoU' have fpirit Enough to refent a real in- 
**jury5 n<Jr»feck out itnigiirary provocations to 
«• ihew how ready, your v(roa^d be in chaftifing an 
•* abfcrfutc afffon^." 

HsilB tile a^air happrty terminated much to the 
toftolir of both parties, who arre'now warmer friends 
thftn ever, and afford, by the propriety of their re- 
<kmc illation, a fenfible leilbn to the giddily fpirited 
pttrt of the public. 

F 4 N u »i B* 
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Numb. XXIV. Saturday^ Jtdf I3. 
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to the B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

GREAT an oppofition as there feems be- 
tween vanity and meannefs, yet if we take 
but ever fo curfory a view of the world, we fhall 
find them to be. pretty general companions, and 
fcarcely meet a fuigle inftance in which "there can 
be difcovered any ihadow of exception. — Among 
my own fex particulary, Mr. Babler, vanity is the 
parent of fo many meannefles, that I am actually 
furprized when we endeavour to give ourfclves moft 
confequence, that wc never perceive how we for«- 
ifeit all the dignity we juft before poilefled; and in 
the ridiculous attempt of arrogating our own im» 
portance, leave ourfelves in (hort without any real 
importance at all. 

This is never more tbe-cafe, Sir, than when wc 
liflen to the folicitations of your fex, and for the 
fake of a defpicable compliment to our teeth or Our' 
complexion, overlook the unpardonable affront 
which it generally conveys, and take no notice of 
the very poor opinion it infinuates both for the 
purity of our hearts and the refiitude of our un« 
derftandings. — We fufFer the moft illiberal ad* 
d/efles to be paid us, if they are but foftened with 
the words angel and goddefs, and admit a defign-* 
ing villain as often as he pleafes into our prefence, 

' though 
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though we know our ruin and^ifgrace are the dnly 
objeds of his purfuit, if he but praifes the colour 
of our hair, and tells us we are poiTefTed of finer 
eyes than the reft of our acquaintance. — ^In ihort. 
Sir, we are willing a man (hould think there is a 
probability of our launching into infamy and pro- 
ftitution, for the fake of hearing our pcrfons com- 
mended ; and perfectly reconciled while he treats us 
on a footing with the bandfomeft women be may - 
know, to his thinking, that in time he iball num* 
ber us with the very worft, 

A WOMAN, Sir, whenever flie is told of her 
beau'ty with a grave face^ fliould firft of all confi* 
dcr the purpofe for which (he may be addrefled in- 
this manner, and reflecl upon the motive which- 
may aituate the perfon who.profeffcs himfelf fo 
fenfible of her pcrfeflions: — Nothing is more 
dangerous than to fuffer continued repetitions of 
this flile; it gradually becomes more and mor&' 
pleafing to the ear, and there is, befides, too natu« 
ral a promptitude in the female mind to think fa- 
vourably of thofe who feem to think pafEonately 
^of us. — A language of this nature, therefore, 
Ihould be highly alarming to our ears, for many a 
woman,, who thought herfelf impregnable, has,* 
in a length of time, grown fo enamoured of her 
own praife, that (he could not poffibly exift without 
the perfon who adminiftered it, and has at laft 
made a furrender at difcretion, when had (he firft 
of all capitulated on terms, fhe might have infifted 
on the very beft, 

F 5 Let 
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Let us only reduce the general tendency of mo- 
dern addrefles into plain Englifb, Mr. Babter, and 
aflc the ftioft rndifcreet of the fex, if they can, in 
tbeir conlcience, difcover tbem to be a jot better 
than thts — ^^' Madam, I look upon you as a fool, 
^^ and one whom I have a ftrong incUnation to 
•♦ make a ftrumpct, for whkh rcafon I intend ta 
** talk continually of your charms, and by facri- 
•^ficiog-iirthat manner to your vanity, I have no 
•* doubt, but in a few days, I (hall bring you to 
•• an utter difregard of morality and virtue, to a» 
** abfblute contempt of all the faudable fentiments 
** which you have been imbibing fo many years, 

^« and a total indifference for your own reputation 
*^ and the honour of your fex. As I think your 
*^ wickedneik equal to your folfy, I beg, when 1 
«* mention, the word b^utj, that you will prefer 
*« the gratification of the man who is your greatel^ 
«* eoeniy, td riw peace of thofe who are your unal- 
^tftsah^ffkads; nor heiitatc a moment to break 
"' '•*'^the heart of a pareniS that tenderly loves you, to 
441 pljeaCb. zm infomous' fcoundrel who labours foT 
•* your evedafting difgrace* — In fliorr. Madam, 
^ I.exped in returp' for a paltry compliment to 
*>your. perfbn, that' yotr fcr»ple not to endure 
¥ocantinii9).fliame in thi» world, nor fiirink at ha- 
•^zarding your eternal happtnefe in the next ; but 
** run at once taplunge a dagger into the bread of 
** your, father, and hurl an impious^ defiance at 
**^tl« very throne of yotrt God." 

r HAii^ 



2^0. 24- T H E B A B L E R, X07 

I HAD myfelf, Mr. Babler, lately t^,o or thr^e 
lovers who kindly faid very pretty things to my 
perfon^ and would you believe it, that one of them 
was a married man! — This Gentleman came one 
day with all the eafy impudence in life, and wit)» 
as much compofure as if he had been really per- 
forming a meritorious aftion, threw himfelf at 
my feety and fwore he could not live unlefs I pitied 
him. — Had I a dagger I believe I fbould have 
ftuck it in the villain's heart: however, alTuming 
all the anger I pofSbly could, in a face not natu- 
rally the moft placid, I mentioned fome thought! 
of paying a vifit to his wife, which eiFe£luaIly 
banifhed him from my prefence without doing the 
fmalleft injury to his health, or difturbing in the 
leaft, the ufual ferenity of )»is temper. 

A LORD next told me I was the moft angelic 
piece of flefh and blood he had ever beheld, and 
folicited, in good earned, that I would blefs him 
with my favourable opinion ; but I had no fooner 
talked of coronets oh my coach, than the truly 
honourable earl fneaked inflantly olF, excufing 
himfelf on account of a treaty then in agitation 
with Lady Betty Squander. 

What you men think of us, Mr. Babler, I 
know not, nor indeed can I conceive what we wo- 
men in general think of ourfelyes ; but of this I 
am abfolutely c^ertain, that while we continue (6 
intolerably vain, we mud be liable to an infinit]^ 
of meanneffes, and that the fureft .way for any 
woman to be undone is to think there is nobody 
Comparable to hcrfelf* Sophia. 



x ' 
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N u M 8. XXV. Saturday J ^uly 30. 

OF all the requifttes effentially neceflary to 
form a matrimonial felicity, a parity of ages 
may poiiibly 1>e the very iirft \ and if we were to 
take a nice furvey of the various difproportioned 
matches which unhappily might be found within 
the Weekly Bills, the enjdkfs anxieties fubfifting 
between each, would be fufficient to frighten any 
prudent parent from b^flowing his daughter's 
band where there was not fome equality of years ; 
and at leaft a probability that her reafon would in 
time reconcile her to a hufband, who, perhaps, 
might not at firft be the objeft of her choice. 

I AM very well awa?e, that many a careful father 
and antiquated lover^ will be apt to exclaim againft 
this aflertion : the firft from an oeconomical con- 
fideration of the main chance, and the latter from 
a natural infenfibility which every man entertains 
for his own imperfe£lion5 and infirmities : but 
could the one be brought to a belief that virealth, 
at the beft of times, is a very precarious foUnda* 
tion for h^ppinefs ; and the other be only pre- 
vailed upon to throw felf alide for a moment or 
two, extraordinary as the pofition may feem on 
a partial coniideration, both would nevertbelefs 
allow it to be qf no little force. 

CASUAt averfions may be leffened in time, by 
%Sk invariable tendejrnefs, and an unexceptionable 

€ondu(5l 
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condud in a hu(band ; perfonal defeds, by being 
habitual to the eye, gradually leflen on the jmagi- 
hation, and by an uninterrupted familiarity, very 
frequently ceafe to be difagreeable, much more 
continue to give perpetual difguft : but a difparity 
of years is an obftacle never to be furmounted'j 
every day gives it an additional force, and contrary 
to the general nature of all other evils, for in this 
cafe we muft inevitably call it an evil, inftead 
of being mitigated by the lenient hand of time, 
it becomes every moment more and more incapable 
of alleviation or cure. 

But befides the long train of difagreeable re- 
flexions which the bare circumftance of age is of 
Itfelf capable of exciting in the bofom of any young 
woman, the innumerable lift of difeafes, which are 
it's infeparable attendants, occafion ftill ftronger 
averfion ; and in reality a young lady has But too 
much ground for anxiety and diftrefs when fhe 
confiders^ herfelf as a facrifice to fome venerable 
dotard, and inftead of the reafonable pleafures fhe 
might juftlypromife herfelf upon entering the world 
as a wife, fees nothing before her but the gloomy 
profpe£t of becoming a nurfe to an emaciated 
wretch, worn away with the confequences of 
juvenile intemperance, and abfolutely dying with 
gouts, palfies, rheumatifms, coughs, and catarrhs. 

Contradictions fo very oppofite as extreme 
youth and age, there is hardly a poftibility of 
reconciling ; -^ a fine fprightly girl of nineteen 
or twenty, muft naturally wifh for amufements 

aulapted 
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adapted to her time of life, and languifh for fuch 
enjoyments as arc naturally repugnant to the fenti- 
tnent^ as well as the infirmities of crazy fourfcore. 
The {ituation of fuch a couple is eafily imagined ^ 
the lady muft be continually unhappy at being thus 
debarred ». after the fisicrifice (he has made, from 
every entertainment fuiitable to her temper and her 
years,, and the gentleman as conftantly miferable 
at poffefling an impotent authority, produSive of 
nothing but eternal fufpicions of her conda£^, and 
the fiiarpeft reflexions on his own. 

It is in vain to expefl that the re£litude of a 
woman's education, thus circumftanced, or the 
excellence of her underftanding, will be a means of 
procuring even a tolerable tranquility or content;, 
the more underftanding (he poflefles, the more (he 
muft defpife the felf-interefted dotard, who waa 
utterly regardlefs of her inclinations ; who in alt 
probability ufed his utmoft influence with a mif- 
guided and inexorable parent, to tear her from 
fome deferving young fellow on whom her foul wa^ 
unalterably fixed, and perhaps, had her dragged 
to the bridal bed, like another Niobe^ ftiffning inti> 
horror, or diffolving in her tears. 

I N a fituation of this nature, how a man can be 
weak enough to look for tendernefs or afFedion, 
from any young lady, is to me a miracle ; nor am 
I lefs furprized haw he can think of exciting h^r 
gratitude, by indulging her in trivial points, whett 
he has fo infamoufly injured her in the moft capital 

of 
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of all ; her everlafting ^hatred and abhorrence are 
the only returns he can reafonably look for, an<f 
if there is a pofRbilky for her to view him with 
le(s than an infuperable contempt, I am fatisfied^ 
he muft look upon her as a creature utterly divefted 
of fenfibility and foul, and vi.ew her withj an abfo- 
lute contempt^himfelf. 

An infinity of reafons might be urged againft 
the difparity of age in matrimonial conne£tions, 
but as I have lately received a fiory on this Tub.- 
jeSt which will fet thid affair in aftronger light 
than a volume of declamatory arguments, I fball 
conclude the fubjeA, for the prc&nt, with this 
dbfervation, that he who marries a woman whom 

t 

he knows has an attachment . for another manj 
muft look for wretchednefs ; and be that marries 
a woman contrary to her inclination, in reality 
dcferves it. 
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SIR, 

I A M one of thofe unhappy old blockheads whote 
paffions out-live the power of indulgence, and 
are perpetually dreaming of a marriage bed» inflead 
of thinking'ferioufly about the purchafe of a wind- 
ing fheet. — I am turned of fixty-fivc, worn away 
to a ikelctoa by a variety of difeafes^ the confe- 

^uence 
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quence of my youthful indifcretion, and am 
almoft fix months married to an amiable unhappy 
woman juft bordering on twenty-two. 

BE1N6 laft Eafter, Sir, at niy fon's in the coun- 
try, I accidentally faw a young lady who was 
intimately acquainted with my grand»daughter 
Sally, and whom, on enquiry^ I found to be the 
daughter of a curate lately fettled in thofe parts, 
who had nothing to maintain. a wife and four chil- 
dren but a flender forty pounds a year. — Maria> 
the young lady's name in queftion, was the eldeft, 
and had no other fortune than a moil engaging 
perfon, an irrefiftable face, a good heart, and a fine 
underftanding. — Thefe however had procured iier 
the addreffes of one Mr. Markham, a very worthy 
young fellow in the neighbourhood, who had newly 
fet up in the grocery trade, with a capital of 
3000I. and who, by her father's permiflipn and the 
confent of his own friends, was to be married to 
her on the Sunday fortnight following. 

Th£KE was ^fomethingfo engaging about Maria^ 
Mr. Babler, as (Irangely aiFedied me, and made m€ 
at once both very uneafy and very much afhamed. 
All thoughts of an intercourfe with the fex at mj 
time of life, I was fenfible Ibould have totally fub- 
fided ; yet, notwithftanding a convidlion of that 
nature, I was determined, if there was a poiSbility 
of my fucceeding, to have her. — In vain my 
fon pointed out the ridicule I fhould incur by 
fo fdifproponioned a match ; in vain did my 
daughter, nay my grand-daughter too, endeavotrr 

to 
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to laugh me out of fo prepofterous a defign; ati)d,in 
vain did my own reflexion dwell upon the ftriking 
difparity of years, and the greatnefs of my ilifir- 
mities. — My authority iilenced the remonftranoes 
of my children, and^my vanity turned a deaf ear 
to the felf-convi£ledpoignancy ofmy own.— The 
circumftance of years I thought my generofity 
would fufiiciently countecballance, and as for .my 
diforders, I fancied my cough was confiderably 
abated, and that under a proper regimen, my gout 
might be rendered lefs troublefome, and the rheum 
of my eyes totally removed. -*— I fent for an empiric 
to make me a handfome fet of teeth ; exchanged 
my venerable tye, for a fmart fafhtonable bob^ 
afFe"£led to read without fpe£l;acles, and threw, by 
my crutch headed ftick. 

. Not to trouble you. Sir, Mr. Grafply, Maria's 
father, the moment I propofed a jointure was in a 
tranfport ; a promife of providing Yor his other 
children threw him into an ecftacy, and the rever* 
Hon of a good living on my own eftate, rendered 
him incapable of fpeaking a iingle word. — Maria, 
lifter a thoufand intreaties and as many floods of 
tears, not to be facrificed, as ihe called it; and a 
vain attempt of efcaping to her dear Mr. Mark* 
ham, was dragged to church in three days after^ 
and came home Mrs. Totterly. 

Having thus fortunately fecured her for my 
;Wife, I thought my felicity almoft compleated, 
and that the moment her tears were a little dried 
up, I Ihould be the bappieft of men. — * But alas^ 

Mn 
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Mr. Babler, I found a great difFeretifCc^ betwixt the 
^fleffion of an unwilHng hand and the enjoyment 
of a warm reciprocally beating heart : it required 
but fmall penetration to difcover that I was the 
objed of her unalterable averfion, and that the 
violence I had done to her real rnclinations would 
plant perpetual thorns on her pillow, and fix ever* 
lafting anxiety on mine. 

I WH.L not trouble ydu^ Mr. Babler, with a repe^- 
ittioh of particular circumftances ; fuftce it; that 
notwithftanding I have ufed erery method I could 
poflibly devife to excite her gratitude or engage 
her efteem, in the calmeft of her moments, (he 
fook^ upon me with a rooted hatrdd, or a contempt 
ffttOMS-difguft.-i-I in vain tempt hei^ with-equipage 
and drefs ; if the carriage is ordered to the deor (be 
^as ihe head ach $ and if- 1 oi<der home a frefh 
pie<$e of fiik, it ia thrown neglefted on the floor.— 
Inftead of mixing with fociety, Ihe (huts herfelf up 
rile principal part of the day in her clofet, and if I 
chance by accident to break in, I furprize her iA 
tears.-— If my infirmities oblige me to tl^uft df i 
ferrate bed, I anr uneafy at being from- h^r, ant 
Jrct I am miferabl^ by the hori'or ihe elxprelfesf hi 
her lookf , if they do* not : if flie chances .to- dbSW, 
the heavinefih of her fighs diflra^ me' to the* ]a4 
degree, and if ihe mentions the Worrf MarkhaiA 
iti' her dreams, as Ae freqtfcnuly d^ses,* it is a 
C^ofpi^nof the moft deadly ntfture,. a^^fting^ life 
to the beatrt» 

17 PON 



Mo. 1&« The B A Ale R. 115 

Upon the whole, Mr. Babler, afleep or awake» 

at bed, or at board, I am the moft miferable of 

oaen $ and wbotf like sb Fidieidoiid^ dotiird, I hm^ 

cied would prove the greateft bleiSng of my life, 

by a juft difpenfation of providence, turns out my 

unalterable curre.—-OSir, to a man not altogether 

deftitute of fenfibility, what fituation can be fo truly 

wretched as mine ? without a friend to whom I can 

vent my griefs, without a. boibm which I dare beg 

to pity my diftrefs, to be defpifed by the woman I 

doat upon to madnefs, and to be a real obje£l: of 

contempt to myfelf, is too much ! — to be loaded 

with years, and fo bom down with infirmities, as 

to ftand one continued mummy of emaciation, one 

complicated hoard of diieafe, is a dreadful reflexion 

for a new married* mart. -^ A man totally incapable 

of inipiringa paffion of the Ieaf{ tender nature, and 

as totally incapable of gratifying it if he could. 

From my ftory let other dotards beware of fol- 
lowing my esrample ; for be* aflfored, Mr. Babler, 
-wherever there is ^ ftriking dtfparity of years, 
and the odds againft the man, a very little tim€ 
will convince him of his error, and make him wift, 
with me, that he had- fetit for ant Ui^ertaker smd 
"been buried fifty la^<in^qtiiok bef^ro toimada fb 
lirepofterous a cbfoite of a wife. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
Charges ToTTERiiv. 

\ 
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Numb. XXVII. Saturday j Auguft 13. 



I SUPPED laft Night at my fitter Rattle's, 
where the difcourfe turning upon the edudatioa 
of children, my favourite Harry related a little 
ftory, with which I was prodigioufly aiFe£ted ; and 
as it conveys a very pretty moral, I (hall make no 
apology for prefenting it to my readers 

A WORTHY old gentleman, who had by an in- 
flexible induftry acquired a large fortune, with 
great reputation, at length declining bufinefsi 
devoted his fole attention to the fettlement of an 
only fon, of whom he was uncommonly fond^— « 
In a little time he married him to a woman of fa- 
mily, and judging of the fon's a(Fe£tion by ibis 
own^ made over every (hilling he was worth to the 
young gentleman, defiring nothing more than to 
be a witnefs of his happinefs in the fame houfe, 
and depending upon his, gratitude for any curfory 
trifle he might want, for the private ufe of his 
purfe.—- The fon had not been married however 
^above fix weeks, before he was under the fole do* 
minion of his wife, and prevailed upon to treat 
the old gentleman with the moft mortifying neg- 
le6). — If he wanted the carriage for an airing, 
why truly, ** My Lady has engaged it : " If he 
defired to mix in any little party of pleafure, 
•* They were quite full : '* He was fufFered to fit 
l¥h61e evenings without being "once fpoken to ; 

at 



No- 27. The B A B L E R. 117 

at table he was obliged to call three or four times 
for a glafs of wine, or a bit of bread, and if he ever 
entered into a narrative of any tranfa£lion which 
occurred in his youth, his obliging daughter in-law 
immediately broke in upon him, and politely in-- 
troduced'a converfation upon fomething elfe.— 
This unpardonable contempt was at laft carried t6 
fuch a degree, that his cough was complained of 
as troublefome, and under a pretence that his to*^ 
bacco box was infupportable, he was requefted to 
eat in his own room. 

Four or five years pafled on in this maimer, 

which were rendered a little tolerable by the birth 

of a grandfon, a moft engaging boy, who, from 

the moment he was capable of diflinguifbing, feem- 

cd to be very fond of the old gentleman, and by 

an almoft inflin£tive attachment, appeared as if 

providentially defigned to atone for the unnatural 

ingratitude of it's father. — He was now turned of 

four, when one day fon\e perfons of faihion dining 

at the houfe, the old gentleman, who knew no-* 

thing of the company, came down into the back 

parlour to enquire for his little favourite, who had 

been two whole hours out of his apartment : he 

had no fooner opened the door, than his dutiful 

fon, before a room full of people, a(ked him how 

' he dare break in upon him without leave, and de-> 

fired him to get inftantly up about his bufinefs. -^ 

The old gentleman withdrew according to order> 

returned to his own room, and gave a very hearty 

freedom to his tears. 

LlTTLB 
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LiTTLB Tommy, who could not bear to hear 
lus grand-papa chided at fuch a rate, followed him 
inftantly, and obferving how heartily he (bbbed^ 
came roaring down to the parlour, and before the 
whole company bawled out» '* papa has made po<Mr 
^< grand-papa break his heart; he will cry his ejres 
♦* out above flairs/* -^ The fon, who was fcall/ 
jQtained of hisconduA, efpecially as he faw no fign 
0f approbation in the iaces of his friends, endea* 
veu^red to put an eafy appearance on the afFair, 
and brazen it out ; turning round therefore to the 
child, he defired him to carry a biankk^ to grand- 
papa, and bid him go beg. *— Jy^ but I wiU Mi 
pve him all The blanket^ returned the child ; -*-f<;fy 
Ji my dear? fays the father; Buaufe (anfwered 
he) IJhaR %uant bdf fur you, when I grow up to be 
u Tjumy and turn you out of doors, — • The child's re- 
proof flung the father to the foul, and held up 
at once both the cruelty and ingratitude of his 
condu<a in their proper dyes: nay, the wife feem- 
ed aiFeiSled and wanted words: a good natured 
tear dropped from more than one of the company, 
who fcized this opportunity of condemning, in a 
very candid manner, their behaviour to fo eiFe£Ho- 
nate a father, and fo bountiful a friend ; and in 
flibrt, made them fo heartily afhamed of themfelves, 
that the old gentleman was immediately fent for 
by both, who, in the prefence of all, mofl hum* 
bly entreated his forgivenefs for every thing pafl, 
and promifed the bufinefe of their lives would be 
to oblige him for the future. —The poor old gen* 

tleman's 
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tleman's joy threatened ?iow to be much more 
fatal than his affiifiion a little before :— he looked 
upon his Ton and daughter for fome time with a 
mute aftonifbment, mijped with a tendemels im* 
poffible to be defcrijbed ; and then fixing his e^i 
upon the company with a wildne^ of inconceiv- 
able rapture, fnatchad up his little Tommy to his 
bofom, who joined bim in a hearty flood of Tears. 

Th^ke is nothing, in reality, where people arc 
{f> very wrong, as dbe education of chiUreai though 
tjiere is nptbing in which tbey ought to be mor^ 
abfolutefly certain of being right : if we feriouily 
reflet upon the cuftomary method in which chil- 
dren are brought up, we muft almoft imagine, that 
the generality of parents inculcate principles of 
religion and virtue into their offspring, for the 
meer fatisfaftion of bringing both religion and 
virtue into contempt ; and paint the precepts of 
morality in the moft engaging colours, to ihew» 
by- their pradice, how much thefe precepts are to 
be defplfed. 

My friend Ned Headftrong is a parent of this 
caft ; be is continually preaching up a reditude of 
condu£l to a very fenfible young fellow his fon, and 
yet as continually deftroying by his example what 
he labours to effed by his advice. Ned expatiates 
largely a1)out patience under the difpenfations of * 
providence, and yet will fly into a paffion of the 
moft ungovernable nature, if a leg of mutton is 
boiled a minute too much. — I have heard hini 
launch forth in the praife of fortitude, while he 

has 
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bas not been able to overcome the chagrin occafi* 
cned by fpilling a drop of port" upon the table- 
cloth ; and very frequently liftened to a le£lure 
againft ^ profligate mention of the divine narne^ 
interfp^rfed with a variety of horrid execrations* 
■ The fame prepofterous inconfiftency in the cdu^ 
cation of an only daughter is a diAinguifhing pecu- 
liar of lad^y Dye Dawdle.~Her ladyfhip is n^o 
great gadabout, for fhe lies in bed all the day, and 
p]ay« at cards all night ; fhe cannot be accufed of 
mifbehaviour in church, forT[ do not fuppofe flie 
has been once at a place of public worfhip thefe 
twenty years. — A tradefman can never call twice 
at her houfe for a bill, for there is not one who his 
the leaft acquaintance with her charader that 
would truft her with a yard of ribbon or a row of 
pins. — Her reputation has never been fufpe£ied, 
for there is not a man in England who would 
think it worth his while to accept of the higheft. 
favour (he jQiould poflibly grant ; and as for her 
veracity, that can by no means admit o.f a de- 
bate, for it is a queftion with me if fhe fpoke a 
fyllable of truth fmce her arrival at maturity.—* 
Yet notwithftai^ding>.all thefe negative perfeflions, 
fce is continually prefcribing a contrary praflice 
to her daughter, and perpetually condemning the 
young lady for the leaft imitation of what (he is 
unceafing pradiifmgly herfelf. 

I SHALL conclude this paper with a bit of advice 
addreffed to every order of my readers : — if a pa- 
rent in reality would have his fon a good man, let 

him 
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him teach by his pradice as much as by his pre<* 
cept, and never, through a doating partiality, over^ 
look thofe actions in a child which he would in- 
evitably condemn in any body elfe. Finally, let all 
parents, from the introductory part of this paper^ 
conGder that it is no dlfgrace for a fon to be de-> 
pendant on a father's bounty, ^ but that nothing 
can be more dangerous than for a father to be 
dependant on a fon's. 

' m 
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Numb. XXVIII. Saturdof^ Auguji 20. 

— ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ I ■ ' ■■-■' - ■ I T 

THERE is no fet of men to whom I have a 
greater averfion than your profefled fayers 
of Ifon mots^ or fputterers of ged things^ who go 
into company for no other reaion in nature,, but 
to catch at every little opportunity of being fmart, 
and build a reputation of wit and vivacity upon the 
harmlefs peculiarities or cafual Indifcretions of their 
acquaintance. This fpecies of imper'tinents, if wc 
properly examine the principles upon which they 
a<S);, are not more to be defpifed: for the continual 
air of felf-fuiHci6ncy they afTume, than for the 
malevolence of their difpofitions, in wiChing to dif^ 
concert, whe^e real good-nature and true poiitenefc 
fliould be ftudious to oblige. Yet notwithftanding 
the greateft number of thcfe worthy gentlemen 
afie6b a fuperiority of underftanding above the reft 
of the world, a fenfible obferver will find, that the 
very beft is feldom more than a fquirc charged 

. y ©L- I. e witk 
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with the trite relations of defpicable jeft books and 
€ommon<'place remarks, to be let off as occafion 
mayarife, in whatever company it may be their 
fortune to be introduced. 

A s the vanity of being admired engrofles Adt 
whole ambition, a Wit of this dafs is not left 
a difagteeable acquaintance than a dangerous 
friend : he is incapable of confidence, and where* 
ever a fecret of the moft important nature with 
which he is trufted, may unhappily interfere 
wFth an opportunity of gratifying his natural 
propenfity, his difcretidn h in an inflaht kicked 
down ftairs by his pride, and the peace of a whole 
family, in all probability, facrificed to an mddi- 
cate ''repartee, or an ignorant joke. Nay, no 
tonfideration, either moral or religioust-is able to 
reftrain the torrent of his impertinence.; and is it 
not too common a circumftance, that where btt« 
man obligations afford him no fubje£i of exercifing 
his talents, that he burfts at onee through the moft 
awful of the divine, and circulates a daring laugh 
^t the mandates of bis God J In ihort the mxA 
bearable of this fraternity b always a plague tQ 
fociety, and not very fddom a dtfgrace. 

Should we carry .our fpeculations on this fub«» 
jt& flill farther, it might probably be found, that 
one half of our modern infidels is produced by the 
abfurd afFeSion of faying a good thing, and the 
defiit of being thought uncommonly ihrewd by 
the generality of the world. In order to ^tkSt 
ihi8> a fmgularity of opinion is firfl of all adopts 

edy^ 
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«d» and the more dangerous this opimon isj the 
more it anfwecs the purpose of berng talked of^ and 
renders theperfon who adopts it, pointed out Irom 
&e ordinary clafles of mankind. This fin?ula« 
my. of feniiment of courfe ^occafions a Angularity 
of expreffion, and the confequence at laft is, that 
4he unhappy wretch who thus aims at univerfal 
admiratton, jefts bimfelf out of erery fenfible ani 
vorthy man's efteem here, and laughs away bi$ 
hopes of hereafter too. 

An old fchool-feUow of mtne, poor Dick Brazen, 
is one of thofe men whofe principal ftudy is td 
attrad the attention of thetr acquaintatnce by a 
fmartnefe of repartee, and a poignancy of iatire iit 
the application of a jokt. Dick's whole labour 
thefe forty years, has beee to make himfelf a very 
difagreeable companion 3 and I cannot help fay- 
ing he lias been no way difappointed in his end. 
The moment he enters a room, and makes bia 
bow^ he fits with the utmoft patience to catck 
at any expreffion which may admit of a farcafm^ 
and is fure, without any regard to the condition or 
fex of the fpeaker, to ufe his beft endeavours t# 
turn it into ridkule or contempt. ^ If nothing of 
this kind happens, he make h|mfelf the. hero, of 
fome little tale, and perhaps tells a hundred im*^ 
pertinent ftories for the fake of relating what he 
fsdd upon fuch and fuch a cir cumftance ; ho\f he 
put lady This*thing, out of countenance with an 
obfertation upon a pincufliion, and cut up Sir Joha 
T'other, with a firoke upon a fnuff-box. The 

G z worft 
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worft of all is, the fame obfervation which that ce- 
lebrated reprobate the e^rl of Rochefter made on 
Charles the fecond for the coiHinual repetition of 
bis ilories, ma}^, with all imaginable juftice, be 
applied to Mr« Brazen. That monarch had a cuf- 
torn of telling every day, in the circle, a thou« 
fand trifling occurrences of his youth, and would 
conftantly repeat them over and o\ier again, with- 
out the fmalleft variation i To that fuch of his 
courtiers as were acquainted with his majefty's 
foible, would inilantly retreat whenever he began 
any of his narrations. — My lord Rochefter being 
with him one 3ay, took the liberty of being very 
fevere, uppn that head : " Your majefty, (fays 
lie) '< has undoubtedly the beft memory in the 
*^ world ; I have heard you repeat the fame ftory, 
^< without the variation of a fyllable, everyday 
'' thefe ten years ; but what I think extraordinary 
** Is, that you never recoiled you generally tell 
" it to the fame fet of auditors." — This is Mr. 
Brazen's fault, and indeed the fault of ever worthy 
member of his brotherhood j they are very happy 
in remembering every good thing they have faid, 

but conftanily forget, they have retailed it perhaps 
£ve hundred times upon the fame company. 

I SHALL conclude this paper with an anecdote of 
the identical Mr. Brazen, whom I have thus taken 
the liberty of introducing to my readers, and 
which I think is a general ^(Slure of all the clever 
fellows of this clafs within the bills of mortality. 
Being cvried to fup gne night,. by a friend, with a 

company 
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company of very fenfible people whom he had rue-« 
vcr feen before, Dick was fo very muchpleafed, 
that he was extremely mortified, or in other words, 
found no opportunity of exercidirg his talent for 
bm m^/j. -^ Being afked to the fame party a fecond 
time, << No, noy (ays he, I have been difappointed 
^' already, and will never fit twice in a company 
*• which I cannot laugh at, by G— ^. " 
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To /i/- B A B L E R. 
SIR. ^ 

THERE is no neceflity fo lamentable at 
where a truly fenfible and good man is 
cbliged, from the tyranny of cuftom, to run int6 
thofe a£lions which he both defpifes and abhors, 
and is reduced to the dreadful alternative of ihn 
tailing infamy on his name for life, or buriling at 
once through the laws of his cotintry, and violating 
the commands of his God* -^ You will eafily ap-* 
prehend that I intend to trouble you on the fatal 
confequences of duelling. -^I do, Sir» and have a 
tale to unfold that muft drench your humanity ia 
tears. 

I AM the wretched reli£l of the moft amiable of 
men:— •Three months ago L was the happieft of 
ray fex ! — - What am I now ? -^ But you ihall hear 
Sir, — I am a young woman of twenty three, and 
about five years ago married a moft deferving 

G 3 young 
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ymsfig man offortune^. equal to my o\^n, by tvfiotn 
I have four chfldifen, every one (if thedoitmg 
fondnefi of a mother may be credited) tbe little 
emblem of it*s ever to be regretted father. 

DuRmc the little ipace of our mafria^, Mr; 
Wellworth feemed to live for no other pucpofe^ 
but to oblige toe'; and I hope it will not be looke<t 
upon as vanity if I fay, my everlafting ihidy was^ 
to make every thing agreeable to him. *«- In fliort» 
Sir, I fcarcely imagined a hereafter could add to 
my felicity,, nor formed a fingle wiib beyond the 
approbation of my hufband. 

One cvehffng, "Sir, Mr. Wellworth (iipped 
abroad with a party of friends, zad came home 
with a good humour Which >?ras vifibly conftrained* 
^^ However as he repeatedly aflured me that no* 
thing was Ih^^ltatter, I rather ftcciifed myieif df 
unnecefiary apprehenfion, than fuppofed hb was 
leally difturbed.— - Thait eveniiig he was more than 
nfually tender to me, and paid an extraordinary 
attention to the x^htidren-; he went up to the nur- 
lery, kifle^ each feparately three or four tihies, 
and blefled th^m with an uncommon energy of 
expreflion;-i- We retired jn a little time after, and 
judge my dlftradion, Mr. Babler, when my wo- 
man woke me in the morning with the following, 
letter i 






** My adorable Marnr, 
•* :B EFORE this reaches your hands, I am' n^ 
** more: laft night colonel MPmoth and I 
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*< had a difference about political opinions : — 
*< he challenged and laid me under the diiagree- 
'^ able nece^ty f^^ giving him the meeting. -«» 
** Pitty me^ my only love. — What could I do ? ^-^ 
*' Shame, difgrace, and infamy hung upon my 
** name, if I refufed, though now that the awful 
•* profpe£): of eternity opens upon my imagination, 
•* I could wifti the circumftance undone, -m^ An" 
** all-gracious, an all-forgiving Deity will, Ihum- 
** bly hope, however, prove more merciful than a 
*^ relentlefs world j and therefore, a crime, which 
** from the weaknefs of huipanlty, and the un- 
^< happy cuftom of >my country, I was in a man-* 
** ner forced to, may poffibly meet with forgivc- 
<* nefs above. — But muft I leave my children ? — ^ 
'** Muft I be torn for ever from my wife? — O 
^ Maria, is it poffible to jm^gine how I have 
^^ loved im^In life you were the only miftrefs of 
*^ my heart, in death you polTc^fs it wholly too. *— ^ 
** My ftrength fails. -— Colonel Melmoth lies dead. 
^-!* O Maria, take care of our helplefs little inno^* 
*^ cents, and be fure y^hep Charley grow^ up, to 
•<' inculcate fuch principles in his mind as may 
^^ make him avoid the rafhnefs of his father, and 
^^ facrifice every confideration to the mandates of 
^^ his God.— And now an everlafting adieu* -«» 
•• And may the eternal father of mercy ihower 
** down his choiceft l^leffings on you, and my poor 
•* babes, is the dying prayer of your own 

" Charlss Wrllwqkth.* 
G 4. What 
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What became of me for a whole fortnight 
after the receipt of this dreadful letter, Mr. Babler, 
I cannot pretend te tell — My mother fays I was in 
a ftate of abfolute diftra£lion, and frequently made 
attempts upon my own life. — However, by degrees^ 
they reduced me to fomething like tranquility, 
and argued me into a refolution to live, through a 
confideration for my children. 

SvcH, Sir, are the confequences of duelling: 
from being the moft fortunate wife in the univerfe, 
I have nothing in my imagination now but a 
flaughtered huilband 5 and from being tlie happiefl 
mother in the world, I cannot fee my little orphans 
without inconceivable anguilh and diftrefs. — . 
O, Sir, is this falfe, this ridiculous punctilio of 
honour to be fupported not only with the lofs of 
the parties* lives, but with the ruin of their fami- 
lies ? Why will not gentlemen confider that their 
raihnefs not only expofes their own breafts to the 
fword of their adverfaries, but plants it in the 
bofona of their friends ? A man with a wife and 
children, Sir, (abftradled from any conlideratton 
of a religious nature) has no right to be laviflx of 
his fafety i his life is the property of his family, 
and is abfolutely nftceflary for their defence. — 1 
wifh,^ Sir, the legiflative power would take fome 
Heps to prevent this horrid cuftom, and make it 
an objeft of their contempt as well as the mark of 
their refentment j till this is done, punifhment will 
.be inefFedual ; and O that it may be fpecdily done 
is the hearty wifli of Yourjs &c. 

Maria Wellworth* 
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Numb. XXX. Saturday^ September 3. 



THERE 13 nothing at which I am more 
offended) than the unpardonable vein of 
ignorance and brutality fo generally introduced in 
our drinking fongs ; nor any thing, in my opinion, 
which throws a greater reflexion upon the under- 
ftanding of a fenfible fociety. If we examine the 
principal number of thefe pretty compofitions, we 
fhall find, that abfolute intoxication is recommend^* 
ed as the higheft felicity in the world, and receive 
the mod pofitive afTurances of being upon an 
equality with angels, the very moment we fink 
ourfelves into a fituation confiderably lower than 
men. 

To look back to the original defign of all poe*- 
tical compofition is needlefs, fince every body 
knows that it was tp praife and honour the Supreme 
Being with a fervency of devotion, which could 
not be found in the common form of words* Ui. 
This glorification of the Deity, and the inftrudlion 
of his creatures, appearing therefore to be the grand 
view of poetry, how much is it to be lamented, 
that a fcience of fo fublime a nature, fliould be 
proftituted to fuch infamous ends ; and, inftead of 
being applied to the purpofes oi religion and virtUfe, 
be direiSled to the fupport of-a vice, produ^ive of 
innumerable iils» . 

G 5 It 
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It has been juftly obferved, that eveiy nation^ 

in proportion as it is civilized, has abolifked in«- 

tempcfanccin wtne,-and confeqircntl}rrauft-bc"bar- 

barous in proportion a» it is addi£led to excefs: -— - 

the remark I am rather apprehehfive^ll be found 

no very great compliment to the people of this 

kingdom; we are apt to'placre good fellowfhip in 

jriot, and hate but too natural a promptitude in 

imagining,, that the happinefs of an evening ispfo- 

tnoted by an extravagant ^circulation of the glafs; 

hence are our fongs of feftivity, (as I have already 

taken notice} fraught with continual encomiums 

on the pleafures of intoxication, and. the whole 

tribe of Bacchanalian Lyrics perpetually telling us 

ftow wonderfully fcnfible k is to dcftroy our fenfes,. 

•and bow nothing can be more rational in a human 

creature, than to drink till he has not left himfelf a 

•fingle glimmer of reafon at all* 

Bxrr if,. abftraSed from the brutal intention of 

't>ur drinking &ngs, in general we ihould come to 

confider their merit as literary performances, how 

very few of them^ Ihould we find worth a ftation on^ 

'Z cobler's ftall, or deferving the attention of an 

'.auditory at Billingfgatev— the beft arc but fo 

many defpicable firings of unmeaning puns and 

ill*imagined conceits, and beti^ay not more the ig-< 

. norance of their encouragers, than the barrennefft 

of their authors*. — Let me only iik the warmtft 

advocate for this fpecies of compofttion, ^hat> 

upon a cool reflexion, be thinks of the following 

fong; 
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** By the gaily cirling ghfi, 
<* We can fee how minutes pafi : 
<< By the hollow calk we are told, 
** How the waining night grows old t 
« Soon, too foon, the bnfy^day, 
*< Calls us from our (ports away : 
* «( What have we with day to do ? 
** Sons of care 'twas made for you.'^ 

The foregoing little fong, though one of the 
leaft offenllve in the}whole round of a iw vitumt col- 
lodion, has neither thought nor expreffion to re« 
commend it, and can, when fang, be termed no 
more than an agreeable piece of impertinence, cal- 
culated to- fupply a want of underftanding in a 
company, I forbear to mention the big-bellied 
bottle, and a variety of fimilar produdions, which 
are uniyerfally known, and deferve to be. as uni- 
verfally defpicable ; but I (hall conclude, this pa- 
per, however, with a fong which I would recom- 
mend as an example to fuch gentlemen as are fond 
of celebrating the grape, though no way ambi- 
tious to do it at the expence of good fenfe and 
morality. 

The Judicious Bacchanal. 

"^HILE the bottle to humour^ and focial delight, 

The fmalleil ailiilance can lend. 
While it happily keeps up the laugh of the sight, 
Or enlivens the mind of a friend : 

O let me enjoy it, ye bountiful powers ! 

That nfiy time may delicioufly pafs ; 

And (hould care ever think to intrude on my hours. 

Scare the haggard aV^ay with a glafst 

BttI 
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Bot inftead of a rational feall of the fenfey 
Shoald diieei^ prefide o'er the bowl» 

And folly debate, or contention commence, 
From too great an expanfion of foul : 

Should the man I efteem, or the friend of my brtzit^ 

In the ivy, feel nought bol the rod ; 
Should I make fweet religion, a profligate^ jeft. 

And daringly fpd^t wilh my God>; 

From my lips da(h the poifon, O merciful fate ! 

Where the madneis or blafphemy hung ; 
And kt every accent which virtue (hould hate* - 

Parch quick on my infamous tonguis, - 

From my fight let the cnrib be eternally driven^ 

Where my reafon fo fatally ftray'd ; 
That BO more I may offer an infult to htav'ny 

Or give man a caufe to upbraid. 



* I »■ 
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AN eafinefs of behaviour through the common 
oqcurrences of life, is a point in which air 
jnoft every perfon thinks himfelf an admirable 
proficient ; yet it is neverthelefs a matter in which 
' sdmoft every pierfon is very widely deceived. We 
are all of us too apt to miftate the groflTefl extre- 
mities for (he criterion of perfe£lion, and ieldom 
imagine that we have reached the neceiTary goal 
6f good- breeding, till we have left it at an aftoniih-^ 
xng difiance behiad* 

A» 
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^An endeavour at an extraordinary degree of 
politenefs, is a rock upon which numbers are pew 
petually fplitting, and what is njoft furprizing, the 
variety of examples, inftead of deterring us from 
an imitation of the pra^lice, are rather additional 
incentives for the continuation of the purfuit : na- 
turally , prompt to think we out felves poflefs moic 
abilities than our neighbours^ we are perpetually 
folicitous fpr their being difplayed ; and confining 
our obCervatlons for ever to the agreeable fide, of 
things^ we abfolutdy forget that they have the 
fmalleft reverfe. 

Mrs» Notable, aa old widow coufin of my 
own, is the very q.uintefcence of modern politenefs 
and good. nature ;. once every Chriftmas I have the 
honour of an invitation among a great number of 
other relations^ . and then have a perfe£l opportu* 
sity of contemplating the elaborate eafe of this 
obliging gentlewoman; the moment we enter, fhe 
makes it a particular rule to enquire after the 
health of the whole company, and the inftant we 
are feated, comes regularly round to every indivi- 
dual, and demands a circumftantiai account of the 
minuted occurrence ilnge (he had laflTthe happincfs 
of feeing us : if any one by accident has laboured 
under a ftight cold^ all the recipes in- the complete 
houfewife are thundered about our ears,^ and an 
infinity of lamentations poured out for fo irrepara- 
ble a misfortune. Unhappily indeed, at our lafl 
^ttieeting none of us had xhe leafl complaint to men- 
. tion> which I found was a mortification of-^no 
^ trifling 
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trifling kind to my coufin % however fiie would 
not be robbed of an opportunity of ihewing both 
her knowledge and politenefs, and therefore intro* 
iduced her favourite topic with the greateft facility^ 
tgood naturedly lamenting a fecond time for a fore 
•throat whith my fifter Rattle had been laid up 
ivnth the preceding twelvemonth. 

But if this preparatory account of Mrs. No« 

taUe's politenefs, has given the reader a high opi* 

. nion of her charadler^ what will he fay, when I 

c carry him through the ceremony of dinner^ and 

touch upon the unremitting follicitude which ihe 

vmatttfefts for the accommodation of the company : 

• notwithftanding her table is generally as well fup-^ 

:.prtecl as any. woman's in the kingdom, and not- 

withftanding ihe does not a little pique herfelf 

-upon the elegance of this annual entertainment^ 

yet the moment it is brought up, we have a thou* 

fand cxcufes made for the poverty of our dinner. — 

Well 1 lord ! I don't believe you can touch a bit 

on't*-« but yOu are fo good — - though I wonder 

how you come a fecond tune to a place fo utterly 

unprovided ! — « this we underftand as a proper cue 

- to praife every thing before us, and then are 

obliged to ftand a whole volley of encomiums on 

our extraordinary goodnefs, till at laft, when we 

\ have. in a manner half burft ourfelves, and are tofd 

► how very little we have eat ; a frefli concern for 

the badnefs of our^ entertainment concludes the 

feaft, and relieves us a little from the fatigue of 

fuch extraordinary politene&» 

How 
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flow ividely different is the condufk of Sir 
Harry Downright ? —From ah utter averfion to 
ceremony, he becomes .a£luaUy the rudeft* fellow 
alive, and when he borders upon a brutality of 
behaviour, calls it an eafinefs arifing from, good- 
nature and friendly familiarity. In the company 
of the ladies, he fits conftantly covered, never helps^ 
-z foul at his awn table, though he has an abiblute 
flranger .at dinner ; nor ever makes any fctuple to 
tell. a woman ihe lies, in plain Englifli : as Sir 
Harry would not be thought a coxcomb for the 
univerfe, he carefully avoids the fmalleft indica- 
tion of thatcharader in his appearance; he feldom 
ihaves above once a week, fcarcely ever combs his 
hair, chews an enormous quantity of tobacco, and 
makes a point of going into well dreft companies 
with a dirty fliirt : upon the whole, to efcape the 
imputation of ceremonious, he becomes in all 
places oiFenfive, and for fear of deviating into an 
eiFeminate puppy, as he calls it, he throws ofF all 
pretenfion to decency, and finks Jnto an abfolute 
brute. 

The extremes of behaviour are what every per- 
fon of fenfe fibould cautioufly ftudy to avoid, fince 
an excefs of ceremony cannot fail of fubjeding us 
to ridicule, and a total rifregard of politenefs muft 
naturally expofe us to contempt: difEcult however 
as the. proper fyftem of conduct may appear,'! 
^ (ball be bold enough to lay down one rule, which 
will, in my opinion, intirely comprize i,t, and ferve 
as a jiift conclufion to th^ prefent paper : In all 

compani^ 
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contpanies let a man endeavour to pleafe, rather 
than expert to be plcafed, and if this does not 
gain him many friends, I fball not fcruple to 
'affirm, that it will never procure him a fingle 
enemy* 

Numb. XXXII. Saturday^ Septemlm' I'j. 

' , .■■,■■ . 

V ' 

I 

FILIAL piety is a flower of fo delicate a 
nature, that we meet but very few places 
which can produce it; and though we frequent- 
ly hear of parents who ruin themfelves for the 
fake of their children, yet, we feldom or ever 
hear of children who do any extraordinary adls 
* of kiridnefs to their parents. — Perhaps na- 
ture has formed the parental fenllbility, infinitely 
more exquifite than the filial, and,^ for fome 
wife purpofe, implanted a much greater fondnefs 
on our minds for thofe we beget and educate^ 
than for thofe by whom we are begotten and edu- 
cated ourjfelves ; at leaf^ cuftom has firmly efta- 
blifhed fuch different fentiments relative to the be- 
haviour of parent and child, that it is thought a 
matter of the higheft praife in a wealthy fon to 
fettle a paltry fifty pound for life on a diftrefled 
and worthy father; but an a£lion of little or na 
merit in a father to fettk twenty times the fum 
upon an indigent fon. I fupped laft night at my 
fifter Rattle's, where I generally hear fomething 
new, and was entertained by my nephew Harcy,, 

wiib 
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,with the following exception to the foregoing po- 
fition, which I flatter myfelf will prove no diTa- 
greeable relation to my readers. 

An eminent merchant, whofe name I think ne-* 
ceffary to conceal ^i(der that of Webley, married a 
moft amiable woman, with whoni he received a 
confiderable fortune, and by whom he was blefl it% 
the firft year with a-daughter,. called Maria: Mrst 
Webley however unhappily catching a cold during 
the time of her Jying-in, did not long furvive the 
birth of her child, but died In about three months 
after ; with her laft breath Conjuring her hufband 
to be particularly attentive to the welfare of the 
unfortunate little Maria. 

Mr. Webley for two years before his marriage 
had been connected with a fubtle defigning woman, 
by whom he alfo had a daughter, nor. did his 
having a wife put an end to the guilty intercourfe: 
under pretence of important bufinefs, he fre- 
quently ftaid in towii with her a^ night or two in 
the week^ while Mrs. Webley was down at the 
country houfe in Hertfordlhire; and as frequently 
carried her into the country with him, whenever he 
knew his lady could not conveniently leave town : 
— His marriage, in faift, was. rather an engage- 
ment of intereft, than a union of inclination ; and 
Mrs. Webley's fortune enabling him to live up to- 
the fummit of his wifhes, the moment (he was ia« 
terred, he thought there was no farther neceffity 
for reftraint or difguife. — In fliort, fix weeks had 
fcarccly elapfed, when he married the abandoned 

woman 
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woman we have been {peaking of» and pitchecf^ 
upon the moft profligate of ber fex, to fopply the 
place of the very beff. 

We ihall paf? over the time of Maria's infancy, 
when (he experienced little more than the dimini- 
tive cruelty of a narrow-minded joiother in-law, 
and come at once to thai period, which majr br 
juftly reckoned the moft important of her life : ihe 
had juft entered on her eighteenth year, and was 
blooming into all the perfections, of ber fe?^ whea 
Mrs. Webley began to think of executing a icheme 
which ihe had long in agitation* «- She faw Maria 
treated by every body with the greateft refped, and 
beheld her own daughter, though dreft out in all 
the faihionable foppery of the times, and infinitely 
more attended to, received with a degree of infipid 
civility, that bordered upon contempt. — The 
Ihameful negUdt which Maria experienced ^t 
home, gave a conftant luftre to her merit when 
abroad, and if flie found no kind of countenance 
in her own family, (he met with the higheft in 
every other place. — *This was a circumftance which 
galled Mrs. Webley to the very .foul, and being; 
more over fearful that the regard fo univerlally 
(hewn to Maria, would be a means of obftru£ling 
any favourable addreiles which might be made to 
her own daughter, (he took a fpeedy opportunity 
of quarrelling with that unhappy jroung lady, and 
being, as the generality of thofe of her principles 
moft commonly are, both mafter and miftrefs of 
the boufe, very fairly turned her out of. doors. 

•—Maria 
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-^ Maria was not however d^ftitute of a protedor^ 
though Ibe had loft a father. *-' A young feDow^ 
with a good underftanding and a fplendid eftate^ 
who had long folicited her favourable opiniony 
and gained it, took that opportunity of preffing 
for her hand, and was 4nade the happieft of men. 

Maria was married about five years, 4luring 
which time, though (he had often entreated for a 
reconciliation, flie never could be admitted to the 
prefence of her father ; when, taking up the Ga« 
s^ette, one Saturday evening, (he met with his name 
amongft the lift of bankrupts, and inftantly fainted 
on the floor: (he was however foon brought to 
herfelf, when, forgetting in a moment how (he 
. had been turned out upon the charity of an in* 
hofpttable wprld, and expofed to the moft pinching 
poverty and diigrace ; how for a feries of yeara 
(he had been treated as an alien to her father'^ 
family, and even denied the moft trivial necefTarieSy 
wliile ftrangers were riotting on her mother's for- 
tune ; (he flew to her hulband, whofe happineft 
was centred in obliging her, and painting put the 
miferable iltuationof her father, obtained his con- 
fent to fettle three hundred a year out of a fum which 
he would allow her for pin money on him, to alle- 
viate fo diftreffing an incident : with this (he imm&« 
diately took coach, and proceeded to her father's^ 
the door was now thrown open at her approach; 
and being introduced to the old gentleman's pre- 
fence, they gazed upon one another for fome mo- 
ments, and then burft into a mutual flood of tears* 

Ma 



;i.ip» 
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Mr. Webley's misfortunes had opened hif 
eyes to the ftrangenefs of his condu£ir^ and nobodjr 
could be more ready to condemn rt than himfelf. 
What then muft we judge his emotions to be, 
when a daughter, whom'he had left deftitute of 
bread, came to offer him a genteel allowance for 
life; and the fame^yes which he had fteeped in 
tears of the keeneft diftrefs, came to fill his with 
drops of unutterable joy ; his gratitude as a man, 
his feelings as a father, inftantly ruflied upon his 
foul; he dried his eyes, looked full in his daugh- 
ter's face for fome moments, then capering about 
the room with the phrenzy 6f a bedlamite, burft 
afrelh into tears. Suffice it, however, that after 
his affairs were fettled, he retired into the country, 
upon this yearly allowance, but did not live long 
enough to enjoy the firft quarter : the mortification 
of being a bankrupt, the confcioufnefs of his family 
errors, and finally, the very gencrofity of his 
daughter, which was intended to fweeten the re- 
mainder of his life, proved a means of hurrying 
him to his end : the agitation of his mind threw 
the gout in his ftomach^ and he died in Maria's 
arms, in the fiftieth year of his age. His wife and 
'daughter now thought tbemfelves utterly undone; 
but Maria, with a greatnefs of mind peculiar to 
herfelf, in an inflant difpelled their apprehehfioni 
by a contmuation of two hundred a year, during 
her life, and without ever flooping to hint any 
thiiig of their former behaviour, told them, that 

they 
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they muft confider it as no compliment, fince Ihe 
looked upon it as an indifpenfible duty, which ihe 
ought to pay to the memory of her father* 



Numb. XXXIIL Saturday^ September 24. 
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SIR, 

I AM a. conftant reader of your produ£lions> 
and have conceived fuch an opinion of your 
regard for the poor women, that I am refolved to 
trouble you with an account of t^y fituation, efpe- 
cially as it is podible that feveral of my fex are 
labouring under the fame anxieties, and that this 
letter may be produilive of fome happy confe« 
^uences to them, however it may fail in being any 
way advantageous to me. 

You muft know, Sir, that about three years ago 
I was married to a man of diftinguifhed under- 
ending, as well as confiderable fortune ; and 
therefore looked upon by all my friends to be very 
happily fettled for life. — My huiband*s known 
good fenfe. Sir, and the afiuence of his circum* 
ftances were confidered by every body, as ,indubi«» 
table fecurities for my felicity, and there was 
fcarcely a young lady of my acquaintance who did 
not envy me fo favourable a match. 

I HAD not however been married above a oaonthtl 
Sir^ before I found myfelf treated with a palpabl.e 

indifference. 
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indifference, and cut' off from all thofe rational 
enjoyments which I flattered m}'felf with pofiei&ng 
in the continual fociety of ib fenfible a hutband. **-« 
Inftead of entertaining me as he was formerly ac- 
cuftomed, with inftrudive relations of men and 
things, he grew filent and referved, and inftead of 
the continual vivacity with which his looks had 
before been animated, nothing now appeared upon 
his brow but a fettled air of the moft perfe£l difre- 
gard, or a fupercilious fmile of centempt. '-» I was 
for a long time at a tofs to account > for fo furpriz- 
ing an alteration of temper, and you may be 
fare, as I pa£Sionately loved Mr. Highmore, fuch 

* a change muft have given me many an uneafy mo- 
ment, particularly as I ftudied, with all poflible 
care, to keep my anxiety concealed.— -It was a 
mortifying circumftance, Mr. Babler, if I aiked a 
tender queftion, to be anfwered with a blunt yes^ 
oxm\ to be told I teized him, if I enquired after 
bis health ; and to have my hand toft away with an 
ill-natured 'pfbaw, if I prefumed to take hold of 
his, or attempted to regulate any little article of ht« 
4r^fs.*^Atlaft, Sir, the myftery was unravelled, 
I overheard him one day talking to an intimate 
friend of his about the follies of the fair fex, de- 

^ daring, that the very beft were a-moft cont«nptt« 
ble pack of creatures, much below the notice of a 
man of underftandipg; •*-** for my part, (fays he) 
<< I fuppofe myfelf as happily married as any body 
^^ of my acquaintance, but fti}l a wife rs no more 
^^ than a woman ; and as fuch, though a necel&ry 

^* aninuly 
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^ animal, (he is confequently below the regard of 
** a man of common fpeculation.*' 

Having thus dtiiovered the occafion of Mr^ 
Highmore*s indiSerence, I refolved to' render my- 
felf as worthy of hts attention as I could, by con^ 
verfing on the moft important fubjefts I was able r 
for this purpofe I would occaiionly cite a paflage 
from our celebrated writers, and delirer my opinion 
on hiftorical events, poetical compofition, and fuch 
other parts of literature as I thought would be 
moft agreeable to the temper I faw him in. — • 
But alas, Sir, inftead of finding his humour abated 
by this folicitude to pleafe, I had the misfortune 
to fee it vifibly encreafed : —-If I quoted a paflage 
from any author, he fmiled^— -If I pretended to 
judge, he tittered*— But if I was iniblent enough' 
to differ from the minuteft opinion of his, he either 
fiew out of the houfe, or politely laughed in my 
face. — Every cafual impropriety of accent he wak 
Ture to ridicule, and thofe little grammatical in- 
accuracies which women cfannot always avoid, 
were everlafting obJe£l of contempt. ,— Failing 
in my endeavours here, I attempted to engage 
hitn in a variety of amufements, but in vain — If 
I propofed the play — women only diverted his at- 
tention from the ^ufinefs of the performance ;*— If 
I prppofed a walk in the park — women truly were 
pri^tty companions to dangle with in public : — » If I 
tticjntioned a game at cards, fools only had recourf^ 
to diverfions of that kind,*— In Ihort, Sir, let me 
ftart what I would^ either the meannefs of my un* 

derftandingy 
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derftandlng, or the greatnefs of his own, was Aire 
of defeating all my views, and nothing was happy 
^ough to merit . his approbation but what imme« 
diately proceeded from himfelf. — For this laft 
twelvemonth. Sir, Mr. Highmore has commenced 
bon ^ivant^ and fat till three or four o'clock ev^ry 
morning with a feledi party of friends, who arc 
eminent in the world for their literary abilities ; 
9S it is a fundamental principle with thefe extra-, 
ordinary gentlemen, never to part, while they are 
^ble to fit together. Irregularity and intemperance 
have fo impaired the conftitution of my poor Mr. 
Highmore, that I am terrified to death at the bare 
fuppofition of the confequences.— His employment 
^all day is to recover from the exceffes of the pre- ^ 
ceding evening, and his bufinefs all night to pro- 
vide an indifpofitjoQ for the next day. 

For God's fake, Mr. Babler, fay fomething 
about thofe men of fenfe who look upon women to 
be idiots, and yet are guilty of aftions that would 
make the meaneft of us afliamed. — Is this fuperi- 
ority of undprftanding, Sir, upon which the gene- 
rality of your fex fo highly pique themfelves^ te 
be pleaded as an eternal excufe for • indifcretions 
and errors, and no allowance to be made for the 
little failings of the poor women, though we arc 
treated continually as fools ? 
. I COULD fay a great deal. Sir, on this fubjedl, 
but fearing to trefpafs too much upon your leifure^ 
I ihall take my leave^ And am. 

Your bumble fervant, 
Arab£jlla Highmore. 



No. 34. The B A B L E R. 145 



Numb. XXXIV. Saturday^ OSfaber i. 

TV /A* B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

SINGULARITY is fo much the affeaatiori of 
the prefent iEra, that there is fcarely an in- 
dividual but what ftrikes out a plan of operation 
for hitnfelf, and exhibits a particular Something in 
his charafter, that marks him in a dIftinSr manner 
from every body elfe. This endeavour at iingu* 
larity, let the circumftance be what it will, in 
which we di(|3ilay it, is always the refult of much 
pride, and little* underftanding ; it proceeds from a 
defpicable ambition to be talked of, antl, like the 
Ephefian youth, fo we hear our name bandied 
about from mouth to mouth, it becomes a matter 
-of indifference liow we are mentioned, whether 
for erefling a temple tojthe Deity, or for fetting 
one in flames. 

Among many inftances which I have remarked ' 
of fubaltern Angularity in the courfe of my own 
acquaintance, the foundation of poor Ned Totter's 
fame is one of the moft extra9rdinary. Ned, for 
thefe laft twenty years, has not touched a morfel 
of butcher's meat, his diet confifting chiefly of 
fiih, fowl, and vegetables, and this bare circum* 
ftance has been a conftant fource of felf-exult^ion 
ever flnce: when he comes ioto company he 
V a L. L H watches 
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watches for every opportunity of relating this me- 
ritorious adls of abftinence, and is particularly 
pleafed if any ftrangers happen to be prefent to blefe 
' him with a ftare^f aftonifliment, which he looks 
upon as the higheft indication of applaufe. I have 
frequently known him run about from coffee- 
houfe to cofFee-houfe, in order to meet with a fre(h 
admirer, and engage a whole table of politicians 
with a difcourfe upon the peculiarities of all the 
crowned heads in Europe, that he might turn the 
converfation of his auditory at laft upon the ftrange- 
ncfs of his own. A very fenfihle young fellow, 
who has ftudied his ruling paffion, takes every 
occafion of indulging it, and lead? him with a 
preparatory difcourfe to a conftant mention of his 
favourite fubjeft ; this has made the young.fellow 
fo extremely agreeable to my old friend, that upon 
a fit of illnefs fome time ago, he fet him down very. 
bandfomely in his will, and appointed him one of 
his executors. Various are the circumftances I 
could tell of this afFefted fmgularity. — Tom 
Steady has made it a point every day Cnce the laft 
rebellion, to take a view of Temple-bar, and in- 
dulge himfelf with a fight of the heads. This ex- 
traordinary mark of his afFedion for the govern- 
ment, has anfwered his wifties ; it has. been talked 
of a thoufand time^ among his acquaintance, and 
Tom is at once the trueft fubjeft, and the happieft 
man, in the kingdom. — Frank Loiter has rendered 
himfelf immortal for lounging about Weftminfter- 
ball during term time. — Will Carclefs is univer- 

fally 
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Tally celebrated for having his flockings hanging 
continuaify about his heels ; and my ingenious 
friend, Mr.Thomas Clough, of Drury -laneTheatre, 
is talked of by all the world for never miffing an 
execution at Tyburn. 

But if fingularity in trivial occurrences is focer-" 
tain of making us ridiculous, an a(Fe£lation of par-*^ 
ticular vices, through a deilre of appearing iingular, 
cannot furely fail of rendering us odious, as well as 
defpicablein theeyesof the world, and occafion every 
rational perfon to view us with abhorrence, as well 
as contempt ; yet notwithftanding the confequences 
are fo evident and pofitiVe, what numbers do we^ 
not continually obferve eftablifliing their chara<£ler 
upon a foundation like this ? What myriads does 
not every day's experience point cut, who are am- 
bitious to be thought ^afcals as well as fools, and 
feek the public admiration in fome fingularity of 
behaviour for which they ought to be hanged ? 

Of this number is that celebrated libertine. Sir 
Charles Riot. Sir Charles is poffeff.d of a hand- 
fome figure^ an extenfive underftanding, and a 
plentiful eftate ; yet, with all thefe advantages to 
gain an honeft reputation, his whole ftudy is to ac« 
^uire a charadler from the deftruSion of every fa- 
mily he is admitted in ; and his only ambition to 
become confpicuous from the number and black- 
nefs of his crimes. In one houfe he has ruined 
two fifters, the daughters of a mod intimate friend : 
In another he has debauched the wife of a man, 
to whom he is indebted for no lefs than his life. 

Ha The 
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The anions are univerfally fpoken of, but (o 
far from being afliamed, our hopeful baronet thinks 
the mention of them a compliment to his perFonal 
qualifications, and always makes gallantry the 
fubjef); of his converfation, that fomebody may 
take notice of the laurels he has won in that ex- 
tenfive field of real infamy, and imaginary ap- 
plaufe. 

Singularity, Mr. Babler, unfortunate for us, 
is to be met with in every thing but the virtues, 
and thefc being fo very rare to be met. with them- 
felves, to talk of it further than as it concerns our 
follies and our . vice^, would be unneceffary i for 
which reafon I {hall drop the fubje<El here, and ftile 
myfelf, 

Your's &<:• 
Sam. Speculist. 

Numb. XXXV. Saturday, OSfeber 8. 

*"^^P^'— ^ II I - I I !■ -II I I 

To the BABLER. 
S I R, 

YO U feem a friendly good-natured fort of a 
man, and I have often heard my grandfon 
repeat, with a great deal of fatisfadlion, many 
pretty things out of your writings ; and Tom, 
though I fay it, is a very fenfible lad^ has been 
three years at a latin fchool, and is moreover as 
dutiful a child as any in England; but to the 

purpofe : 

You 
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You niufl: know, Mr. Babler, 1 am and have 
been a long time ofFended with the cuftom of keep- 
ing holidays at particular feftivals, becaufe it is 
produdive of many evils, and* cannot poi&bly do 
any good — It is merely an encouragement to the 
vicious and the profligate, inftead of exciting any 
principle of morality or religion ; and perhaps it 
would not be going too far, if I afTerted that there 
are more enormities cd^mmitted at Chriftmas, 
Eafter, and Whitfuntide, than can be expiated by 
the virtues of the whole year befides — I am led to 
this fubjefl from fome domeftic occurrences, dur- 
ing the courfe of the two holidays, in the Whit- 
fun- week with which, fince I have taken the liberty 
of troubling you, I {hall endeavour to make amends 
for trefpaffing on the patience of yout* readers. 

Breakfast was no fooner over Whit- Monday, 
than my maid Hannah came up (lairs and begged 
leave to pafs the remainder of the day with fome 
relations of her's, who had made a party for 
Fulham. — As the girl was a very good fervant, I 
not only granted the requeft^ but made her a pre- 
fent of half a crown towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the excurfion — (he thanked me, pro- 
mifed to return early in the evening, and fet out. — * 
About nine o'clock I expexted her home, but no 
Hannah came Mr. Babler — Ten ftruck, and ftill 
there was no fign of her appearance — Eleven 
ftruck, but no Hannah, Sir; I can't fay but I was 
terrified, leaft fome accident (hould-have happened 

H 3 ,^^ 



150 The B A B L E R. No. 35, 

to the poor girl, and therefore fent my Tom with 
the other maid Nanny, -to her fifter^s, a difcreet^ 
fober, fort of a young woman, who keeps a chand- 
ler's ihop within two or three ftreets : all that th» 
produced was new uneafinefs — the fifter knew 
nothing of her ; heard of no party fhe was engaged 
in, and feemed to be frighted out of her wits. -— 
On this report, I went to bed, but deftred Nanny 
to wait up till twelve o'clock: (he did, bu^t 
to no purpofe -— Hannah never-came near the houfe 
(ince Sir; and we have lately difcovered, that fhe 
went out with a footman belonging to an officer^ 
that day inftead of^ going with any refatrons; 
that (he dined with this forry fellow at Chelfea> 
where, after dinner, he perfuaded her to drink a 
glafs or two of punoh, which had fuch an efFe& 
upon her» being utterly unufed to ftrong liquors^ 
as rendered it abfblutely neceffary for her to be pat 
to bed* No. doubt, the whole was a defign of the 
artful villain's; for (he was no fooner under the 
blankets than he ftept without any ceremony inta 
bed too; and deftroyed in one moment that'repu?* 
tation which the unhappy creature bad preferved 
unfufpefted for a whole life; when (he had re-? 
covered the ufe of her reafon, (hame and diftrac^ 
tion prevented her from coming home; and think- 
ing the worft that could, had now happened, fhe 
retired with her betrayer to a little room in a hedge 
alehoufe^ where (he continued ,with him ever 
fince ; refufing either to fee her fifter, or return to 
her place^ though I fent her word I fcould take her 

back 
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back ajgain^ if (he left the villain, and would give 
an abfolute promife never to have arty intercourfe 
with him for the future. 

Such, Mr. Babler, is the confequence of holi- 
day-making 'y and now fufFer an old woman to 
make two or three curfory remarks — I remember 
my firft hufband, and as honeft a man he was as 
ever broke the world's bread, ufed to fay, poor man f 
that the church, by the inftitution of holidays, 
perverted its own defign, and laid in reality a fnafe 
to deftroy, where it meant to improve, the morals 
of the people. Indeed, Sir, I am pcrfedlly of 
opinion with Mr. Robinfoh ; holidays were origi- 
nally inftituted to infpire a folemn fenfe of religious 
duties, and to give thofe a favourable opportunity 
of profecuting their devotions at particular feafons, 
whofe neceiTary evocations might prevent them 
from fo confiant an attendance as they might pojQi* 
bly wifh at other times ; but let me afk. Sir, if the 
end of the church is anfwered in the leaft ? Do our 
young people go to church on holidays ? Alas, 
Sir, they conftder a holiday as an abfolute exem« 
tion from every concern of a religious kind ; and 
a fort of licence to indulge every depravity of their 
fentiment^ ! Do our old people go to church on 
holidays? Very few Sir; they are employed in. 
cards and feftivity ; and fo far is the verge of that 
eternity, upon which they totter, from making 
any falutary impreflions on their minds, that though 
I have not miffed church a fmgle day thefe thirty 
years, yet at the three grand feftivals, I have ob- 

H 4 obferved 
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fcrved it to be worfe attended than at any other 
feafon in the year : a few fuperannuated women, 
like myfelf, have compofed the whole congregation, 
and even the clergyman has run over the fervice in 
fuch a prepofierous hurry, that I have often thought 
he was impatient to mix in the cuftomary riots of 
his pariihoners. 

Seeing, therefore, Mr. Babler, that holidays, fo 
far from anfwering, rather defeat the purpofes of 
religion, and knowing alfo how de(lru£live they 
are to the community, by encouraging 2 (hameful 
idlenefs among all ranks of people, (the lower 
order particularly, whofe families muft be ma- 
terial fufFerers by the fmalleft negle£l, I think that 
every confideration, both divine and human, 
fliould induce us to lay them afide, fince nothing 
can be more fcandalous than tc fet a feafon apart 
for the fupport both of idlenefs and irreligion ; and 
nothing more repugnant to wifdom or virtue, than 
to fan£tify, as one may fay, a time for prejudicing 
the fortunes, and corrupting the morals of the 
people. 

I am, Mr, Babler, 

your humble fervant, 

Rachael Redman. 

Numb. 



t 
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Numb. XXXVI. Saturday^ OSfober 15. 



AN cxcefs of fenfibility, though nothing can 
be more amiable than a feeling heart, is per- 
haps one the greateft misfortunes which the human 
mind can labour under, becaufc there is an ever- 
lafting fource of objeSs to intereft it's tendernefs, 
and a conftant round of accidents to work upon it's 
fears. — Happily indeed, yiz are not overftocked 
with people who poffefs this quality to any extra- 
ordinary degree, but the few who do, might pofli- 
bly for their own fakes, as well as the happinefs of 
others, be much betfer, if they were endued with 
no fenfibility at all. 

Poor Tom Frankly, is a flrikiflg proof of this 
obfervation : at one and twenty he ftepped into an 
eftate of fifteen hundred pounds a year, and was 
looked upon by every body, as a very promifing 
young fellow ; before the year was out, however, 
Tom's exceiSve fenfibility made him find out all 
the neceffitous, and whether their poverty was the 
fault of their ill-fortune, or the confeqiience of 
their crimes ; whether they were to be pitied or 
condemned, he was indifferent in his relief: indi- 
gence was a never-failing recommendation, and the 
villain profeffed, tafted equally of his bounty with 
the worthieft oC men : his character once known, 
the parafite and the gambler were continually at his 
table, and working on his humanity^ with unceafing 

H 5 repetitions 
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repetitions of penury and want : fraud was per- 
petual]/ peftering him with letters nf fupplication^, 
and the loofeft proftitutcs of the town, teazed 
his ears forever with imaginary amendments and 
artificial dfflrefs ; his hand was flill open to alU 
and though his friends very frequently remonftrated 
on the injudtcrous diftribution of his fortune, his an^ 
fwer was eternally , that he could not bear to fee any 
bofom fwelled with afflidion, nor any eye reddening 
with wretchednefs and defpair : in lefs than ten 
years however, his eftate was reduced to a fifteenth 
part of its worth ; the great decay of his own cir* 
cumftances, now obliged him to be kfs attentive to> 
the affairs of other people, and feeing that nothing 
but beggary was before him if he went on mucb 
farther, he bound himfelf under a large penalty 
never to give away above a tenth part of the pitiful 
little hundred a year which was left : this he con- 
flantly difpofes of in halfpence and pence to the 
common beggars, and the moment it is expend)sd, 
locks himfelf up in his room, to avoid both the^ 
fight and the importunity of thefe vagrant mendii- 
cants, till the receipt of his next year's fupply. 

Lady Catherine Nettleworth, is another in* 
ftance of exceifive fenfibily, but it is however^ en* 
tirely confined to her children, and her lap-dogs^ 
if one of the young gentlemen goes abroad, ihe is 
under the mofl violent agitation, lefl ibme accident 
fliould happen in the fhortefl excuriioa ; if he goes 
in the coach, fbe is in a continual uneafinefs, for 
fear it fhould overfet ^ if he rides, her apprehenfioa 

is 
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is equally alive, left the borfe fhould unhappiily take 
fright; if he walka, (he dreads the confequence of 
the fatigae, and let the day be either wet or dry, 
flie trembles alike with a terror of his catching 
cold, or being parched to death with the fun: ixt 
order to quiet herfelf in all thefe different refpe6ts» 
ihe ibmetimes keeps the young gentlemen withia 
doors for a whole week ; but then flie is miferable 
in U^e other extreme > (he fickens, left they (hould 
fufFer for want of exercife, and dies, for fear 
they (hould be fiifled for want of air ; at table, if 
they eat hearty, (he dreads their being furfeited, 
and is wretched from a fuppofition of being indif- 
pofed, if they da not : in faft, whatever they do 
file feldom has a moment's peace for thinking 
about their welfare ; and wherever (he goes, rarely 
fuffers'any body elfe to enjoy a moment's fatis^ 
fadtion (or talking about their various^ accompli(h- 
ments. 

H£R concern for her lap-dogs is no lefs remark- 
able than her folicitude about her children ; if the 
maid negle£ls to comb them twice a day, (he flies 
tnto^ the A^apours ; or fuiFers them to go into a damp 
room, (he falls into fits ; in ftort, there is fcarcely 
a circumftanc^b in which her fenfibiilty is not crea^• 
ipg her a new fource of ^ifquiets, nor a friend in 
the world whom (he does not render unhappy with 
her endlefs appreheniions and complaints. Upon 
the whole, I may with certainty enough conclude 
this paper as I (et out, with affirming, that an ex- 
cefs of fenfibiilty (amiable foever as it is to have a 

feeling 
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feeling heart) is productive of fo many uneafinefies 
to ourfelves, and (b many inquietudes to our 
friends^ that it would in reality be much better for 
thoTe who labour under it, to be unacquainted 
with the finer feelings, and to have little or no 
fenfibility at all. 

Numb. XXXVII. Saturday, Oiteber 22. 



To the B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

JAM a plain young fellow near the Monument, 
and have been courting a moft agreeable girl 
in the neighbourhood for above fix months; but 
what furprizes me is, that though (he receives the 
vifits of no other fuitor as I can difcOver, and is 
generally upon fome little party of pleafure with 
myfelf, lean by no means bring her to- a candid 
declaration of her fentiments, nor find out whether 
or no (he defigns me for a hufband.-— Every quef- 
tion that has a tendency to explain matters, (he 
avoids with the greateft addrefs and flies out 
into a ^violent paffion if I prefs it with any degree 
of earneftnefs or importunity. 

All this tiitie, Sir^ I am fpending my money, 
lofing my time, and neglefting my bufinefs : — I 
have been obliged to ^fquire her to Vauxhall or 
Ranelagh two or three times a week, and becaufe 
I would do matters genteely, have kept. the coach 
in waiting at each of thofe places the whole even- 
ing; 
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this and the other neceffary cxpences, bear a little 
heavy on the pocket of a tradefman, Mr. Babler, 
whp has no ambition to appear in the London Ga- 
zette, though accompanied or ufhered in with the 
truly refpe£lable ijiame of Robert Earl of North- 
ington. 

When I firft commenced an humble fervant of 
my adorable's, I thought it abundantly fufficient to 
propofe a walk in the Park, or a difli of tea at the 
White-Conduit-Houfe, and imagined a prudent 
confideration for the main chance, would recom- 
mend me to her good opinion, efpecially as (he had 
but a very fmall fortune of her own, and knew 
iipon that account, the neceffity there was for a 
little ceconomy. — But, lack-a-day, Sir, the 
White-Conduit-Houfe was reforted by nothing but 
Barbers' boys, or Mantuamakers' apprentices ; and 
for a walk in the Park, (he never could be able to 
crawl fo far — (he hated draggling through the 
ftreets, and could not bear to be toft about at the 
. difcretion of every clumfy porter, or- odious Iri(h 
chairman. — This was a broad hint j and therefore 
hoping to bring her to an immediate compliance by 
the appearance of generofity, I gave into "her hu*^ 
mour, and coached it about fo unceafingly, that (be 
now looks upon it as an indifpenfible compliment 
which I am obliged to pay, and never fiirs without 
a carriage out of doors. — This is not all, Mr. 
Babler J (he has lately got a knack of (lopping at 
goldfmiths (hops, and at milliners of her acquaint- 
ance — there (he has fallen in love with a variety 
of little knick*knacks> which, like a blockhead, \ 

have 
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have £boIi(hly complimented her with, and no later 
than laft week. Sir, it coil me fixteen guineas 
for a diamond hoop ring, and five for fome little 
paltry article in her head drefs. 

These exp^nces, and the uncertainty I am in 
with rcfycSt to her inclinations, have made me 
very (erious, Sir; for though I love her with the 
utmoft iincerity, and would marry her to-morrow, 
without a fix-pence., fiill I muft have fome regard 
for myfelf too, and prevent in time the deftrudion 
of my little fortune, and the laughter of the world 
intp the bargain. I have therefore taken the liberty. 
Sir, of troubling you with a few quefiions, by the 
advice of my friend Tom Wsitkinfon, as he con- 
ftantly takes in your entertaining paper, and fpeaks 
in the handfomeft manner of your good* nature and 
abilities* 

Be fo good then to tell me, if it is not very culi> 
pable in any woman who intends to marry an ad- 
mirer, to drive him on expences confiderably be- 
yond what ihe knows can be afforded by his cir« 
cumftances^? 

Ans. Yes. 

Q. Is it not to the taft degree fcaadalous for a 
woman, if (he does not intend to marry an admirer, 
to faddle him with continual parties of pleafure^ 
and to receive prefents of value from him at every 
opportunity ? , 

A. Yes. > 

Q. Is 



I 
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Q^ Is Jipt the wooian who does the firff, a wife 
utterly improper for any man that has a fortune txy ' 
lofe ? 

A. Yes. 
Q. And is not the woman who do95 the fecond^ 
21 wife too defpicable for any man at all ? 

A. Yes* 

Q. - Would you advife me at the next interview 
with my goddefs, in fpite of every frown of dif- 
dain or tofs of refentment, to demand a peremp^ 
tory anfwer whether (he is willing to have me ov 
no ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If ihe (hould happen to confent, would yoir 
advife me to marry her? 

A. This queftion is ufelefs» being fufficiently 
anfwered by the firft and third q.ueries. 

Q. Would you marry a woman yourfelf^ Mr» 
Babler, who had a<£led like my adorable ? 

A. By no manner of means. 

N u M F. XXXVIII. SaturJayy OSiober 29* . 

THE following complaint is fo juft and got- 
neral) that I (hall make no apology for lay* 
ing it before my readers. 

r(> ^itf B A B L E R. 
SIR, 
T AM an unhappy poor rafcal, and have, to my 
unfpeakable mortiikation, been married theH? 

three 
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thfcc years, to a woman of extraordinary piety and 
virtue. — Don't be furprifed — I am neither angry 
with her piety, nor offended with her virtue ; on 
the contrary, I revere her for both tKe qualifica- 
tions; |>ut they are attended with confequences fo 
•vary difagreeable, that I frequently wifli, when 
provoked beyond all bounds, that (he had beeh in- 
debted ti) Billingfgate or Bow-ftreet for the rudi- 
ments of her education. 

I AM, you muft know. Sir, a Haberdalher, juft 
fet up at the polite end of the town, where with 
a little induftry, I have a^ery reafonable^ profpeft 
of making a pretty tolerable fortune. — f am very 
affiduous in bufinefs myfelf, and wifh I could fay 
as much for my wife. — But lackaday, inftead of 
minding the duties of the (hop when I am trottjng 
up and down with a parcel of goods, her ladyfliip 
runs out to her devotions, to fome neighbouring 
church or chapel, and trufts the care of every thing 
to an iignora;nt apprentice, or a giddy headed journey 
woman. What is worfe, upon thefe occafiops. 
Sir, her fani^ity renders her commonly as crofs as 
the very devil, and if I fay a fingle fyllable, I am 
fure to hear a volley of charitable ejaculations for 
the welfare of my poor foul, and to be treated the 
remainder of the whole day like a downright re- 

probate. 

You would imagine however, Sir, that when 
fhe does come home, (he might be kind enough to 
favour me with a little of her affiftance, and to 
t:aft an eye over the regulation of- my family. — 
s Far 
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Far different is the cafe j the moment fhe comes in, 
(he retires to her room, and there waftes away the 
time till dinner, over fqme ftupid compilation of 
enthufiaftic prayers, or fome ignorant rhapfody 
made ufe of at her conventicles j there profoundly 
wrapt in dirt and meditation, fhe imagines herfelf 
difcharging the great employment of her life, and 
never cafts a fmgle thought upon the miferable 
poor dog her hufband, or the unhappy little wretches 
her children. 

I HAVE fpoke of her, Mr. Babler, as being wrapt 
up in dirt and meditation. — -I J*aid no more than 
the truth j for the filthincfs of her perfon is equal 
to the piety of her fentiments. — Looking down 
with difdain upon every fublunary enjoyment, 
ihe thinks it beneath her to pay the leaft attention 
to her drefs, and upon this decfent principle it is, 
that hardly once in three months fhe puts on either 
a clean cap, or a light-coloured apron. — A rufly 
old cardinal ferves her for a coverflut,as often as fhe 
goes out ; slnd as for her appearance at home, fhe 
kindly imagines that any thing is good enough to j 
wear before her hufband ; nay. Sir, fometimes 
fhe won't wafh her hands or face in a whole fort- 
night, and you fhall judge what a condition her 
arms were in upon one of thefe occafions^ when a 
furgeon in the neighbourhood who came to bleed 
her, miftook the dirt for an antiquated kidfkin, and 
defired fhe would take off her gloves. 

From the preceding little (ketch of my amiable 
helpmate, Mr. Babler, you muft judge that her 

contiudt 
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condud has as great an effcSt upon my mind as 
an impreflion on my circumftances^ and confe- 
quently that I am never eafy without being abroad^ 
though I know the abfolute neceffity for my attend- 
ance at home upon bufinefs. — I am cut pfF in my 
own houfe from every little comfort of fociety, and 
of courfe muft have an inclination of feeking it 
fomewhere elfe. — I cannot aflc a friend to break- 
faft, dine, or fup with me. My own flomach is 
conftantly turned when I fit down to table, and 
that I think abundantly fufficient, without ftriving 
to drfguft my acquaintance. — Befides, from an ut- 
ter neglefl of the moft domefiic concern, let me 
fay what I will, I can never get a joint of meat 
properly drelfed, but have it brought up without 
4)eing heated half through, or elfe intirely done to 
Tags. 

Thus fituated, as I faid before, I take every op- 
portunity of going abroad, and this opens a frefli 
fource of inconvenience and anxiety. — My wife, 
to crown my misfortunes, is uncommonly fond of 
me, and if I either dine or fup from home, is fure 
of being conftantly in tears. — Yet, Sir, this home 
flie makes intolerable, for even after (hop hours, 
if I oblige her by flaying within, I meet' frefli in- 
ftances of mortification. — Mirth and good humour 
are baniflied from my doors; a harmlefs joke is 
confideredas a finful leyity, and an innocent laugh, 
prohibited as wholly antichriftian. The cafe is not 
mended neither, if in conformity to her humour, I 
wear a grave sfpefti for then. Sir, flie cither 

teazes 
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teazes me to death with unneceiTary apprehenfions 
about my health, or reproaches me with being ill- 
natured, becaufe I am confined to her company* 
Any way fhe is fure of finding fault, and any way 
I am equally certain of being rendered miferable* 

Is there no means, Mr. Babler, of curing this un-* 
accountable malady of being righteous overmuch ? 
Is there no means of convincing thefe narrow minded 
women, that a morofenefs of temper, or a difregard 
of rational enjoyments, are in no manner encou- 
raged by the fentiments of religion ; but that on 
the contrary, a fweetnefs of difpofition, and an en- 
deavour to difcharge the neceiTary duties of wife 
:and mother, are particularly fome of it's moft 
•beautiful chara£leriftics. — Ldo not think thisfubje^l 
■would be unworthy the pen of our moil eminent 
divines. - — Suffer me, through your paper, to beg. 
ibme of them will confider it,,fince it is more likely 
that a leflbn on this matter will come with moip 
weight fropi the pulpit than any other quarter. ^ 

Your moft humble fervant. 

An Unfortunate Husband^ 



Numb. XXXIX. Saturday^ NQvember 5, 



THE impreffions which are made upon the- 
human mind, during its earliefl ftates, being 
feldom if ever to be entirely eradicated, there is 
nothing in which we ought to be more careful 

than 
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than the education of our children, particularly in 
their infancy, when habits in the ftrifteft fenfe of 
the term, become an abfolute part of our nature, 
and prejudices not only find a re'uge in the heart ; 
but twift themfelves imperceptibly round it's very 
firings. 

I REMEMBER when I was about four or five years 
of age» my grandmother took me entirely, under 
her own care, and as the good woman, like the 
' generality of her fex at that period, had a firm be- 
lief in witches, fpirits, and hobgobblins, {he fre- .. 
quently entertained me with a variety of their 
pretty performances, and if I happened to be any 
ways untoward, conftantly threatened to fend me 
to Robin Green way — This Mr. Robin Grcenway 
was formerly a journeyman taylor in the neigh- 
bourhood, who had gone diftra£ied for love, as the 
people faid, and in one of his defperate fits, cut 
his throat in the parfon's garden. -— Various were 
the. tricks related of this unhappy enamorato; 
[ fometimes he came in a dorm, and threw a parcel 
of bricks down his fweetheart's chimney ; at other 
times he afTumed the figure of a grey mare ; and 
at others, that of a fpotted fpanlel, but his moft 
favourite mode of appearance, was the form of an 
overgrown calf.— Ridiculous as thefe accounts 
muft have been inevitably confidered on the fmalleft 
reflexion, yet my poor grandmother believed them 
all with the moft religious certainty, and thought 
it an indifpenfible part of her duty to make me be- 
lieve them too, — In this fhe fucceeded to the ut- 
\ moil 
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moft of her wiibes ; I was ten years old before I 
i^rould venture to fleep alone; fourteen, before I 
had courage enough ta go to bed in the dark, and 
to this very hour, if 1 happen to be by myfelf, the 
clock never ftrikes twelve at night, but I think of 
Robin Green way, or fome other worfliipful mem- 
ber of the fame community, to whom the bleifing 
of an untimely death has granted a privilege of 
taking what form, and playing what tricks, be 
pleafes till the cock crows next morning. 

It would be unneceflary forme to obferve, that 
nine out of every ten, who may be turned of fifty, 
have, like myfelf, in their infancy, been trained up 
in the greateft dread of fpirits ; and that the utmoft 
fcxertion of their reafon upon arriving at years of 
maturity, has not been fufficient to erafe the im* 
preffions which have then been unhappily made 
upon their imagination. — Fortunately however, 
the good fenfe of the prefent Era has provided the 
jnoft effeftual fpells for our ghofts and fpedlres, 
and laid fo many of them fuccefsfully in the red 
fea, that harmlefs little boys may for the future 
fleep in the moft perfedl fecurity, and the honeft 
country people traverfe the remoteft church yard 
after midnight, without the fmalleft apprehenfion. 
"But notwithftanding we have in a great meafure 
got the better of our ghofts, there are yet fome 
prejudices, and thofeof a very dangerous tendency, 
which we have in a manner fubftituted in their 
room, and which it would be much to our honour 
in this life, and to our happinefs in the next, if we 

could 
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could get the better of too, — Thefe are the (hame- 
ful indulgencies to which we think ourfelves enti- 
tled on Sundays, -—In the days of fpeSres and 
hdbgobblins, we thought ourfelves under an in- 
difpenfible neceffity of paying fome regard to the 
fahbath, and every man was obliged to pay a fine 
who omitted going to church that day, unlefs he 
could palliate his condad by fome very feafible ex- 
cufe J but now-a-days, Sunday is the time particu- 
larly fet apart for riot and feftivity, and the day 
^•endered holy by the exprefs appointment of Om- 
nipotence, the day peculiarly appropriated for the . 
gfeateft violation of it's laws. —Has a great man a 
journey to make, or a company to invite, Sunday is 
an idle day, and he fixes either upon that. — Has a . 
woman of fafhion an inclination to flrip her bcft 
friends of themoney which oughtto pay a tradefman's 
billjflie fends cards for Sunday evening. — -And has a 
petty little mechanic a mind to cut a figure, why 
he hires his horfe, takes out his flrumpet, and gets 
drunk on Sunday evening too. 

In the inferior orders of life, there is a notion 
generally prevalent, that cards are very monftrous 
on a Sunday, and there are many well-meaning 
people who would not upon any confideration fit 
down to a party of whift. — None of my readers 
will imagine, I dare fay, that I want from this to 
extenuate the infamous cuflom of card-playing on 
the fabbath of God. — All that I want is, to fliew 
the lower clafles of the people, that leaping in 
the fields, playing at cricket, riding horfe matches 

on 
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on the roads, and getting drunk on that, day, is 
every whit as criminal as the propenfity to cards,. 
which they fo highly cenfure in their fuperiors; 
that any of thofe exercifes which they think allow- 
able, is rather more indecent, becaufe more pub* 
licly pra<EHfed, and may in reality be attended with 
infinitely worfe efFefts. — Let them therefore (if 
it be in vain to preach to the politer world) firft 
of all reform in thefe points of behaviour on 
Sundays, themfelves, before, they pretend to ar- 
raign the condudt of the great; and inftead of dif- 
covering the mote in the ^ye of their neighbour, 
fit attentively down to pluck the beam out of their 
own. 

'■ ■■ ■ " I— ^— M i n i III I 11 I II I. .1 » Ill, II, II, 

Numb. XL. Saturday^ Novenriber 12. 

I I la— — I III I ■ 11 I I — a— i— 1— — — — i^—^— — — — — — 

I HAVE been ftrongly folicited to give the fol- 
lowing letter a place, which I have unwillingly 
complied with, notwithftanding the apparent utility 
of it's intention, as I am fearful it will aiFeft rather 
too many of my readers among the venerable part 
of the fair fex, who have been in the decline of 
life, unhappily too fufceptible of tender imp^eflions, 
though they have loft the power of creating any 
impreffions of fucl^ a nature themfelves. 

To the B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

TN what manner to tell you my unfortunate ftory 
I know not; fhame and confufion forbid me to 

whifper 
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whifpcr it to the very winds, but a juft concern for 
the happinefs of others, has worked upon my hu- 
manity, and wrings the melancholy fecret from my 
heart. — You muft know, Mr. Babler, I am a 
woman of fome birth, had once a little beauty, and 
what was infinitely more important in the eye of 
the world, a very affluent fortune. At the age of 
twenty-one I married the moft amiable of men, 
with whom I lived in an uninterrupted round of 
felicity for fix ^nd thirty years : during that period 
we had four fons and three daughters, who are 
all provided for, both fplendidlyand fortunate- 
ly, in the world, and «njoy the fulleft fweets of 
opulence in the midft of the moft perfect content. 

About nine months ago. Sir, — O ! that I had 
not furvived to recolledl a time that now brings 
Bafilifks to my imagination, and murders the moft 
diftant beam of comfort with a glance; — the man 
with whom I had lived fo happily and fo long, fell 
ill of a fever, and died in t€n day«. My diftradiion 
at his lofs was inexpreffible, yet when my future 
conduA comes to be mentioned, I (hall be fuf- 
pe6led of difingenuity, if I fay I was concerned at 
it at all; but believe me, I felt every thing a woman 
endued with a moft exquifite fenfibility could pof- 
fibly experience on fo tender and afflidling an oc- 
cafion, and was reduced fo low by the confiiiSt 
which my mind had undergone, that when the phyfi- 
cians prefcribed the Bath waters, it was univerfally 
thought I fhould not hold out to the journey's end. 

Provijjence, 
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Providence, however, which dffigned that I 
(faould ftand a warning to my fex, to the furpriz4 
of my whole family, worked a miracle almoft ia 
favour of my health, and in about three months I 
was fo perfedly recovered that I came up to town, 
atid feemed not only to have left every trace of 
my indifpbfition behind, but the principal marks of 
my age too ; in fhort, every body complimented 
me on the life of my looks, and raked the latent 
"embers of vanity, which had a long, long time lain 
fmothered in my heart, with fo much fuccefs toge- 
ther, that upon a fecret confultation with my own ^ 
wifhes,! could not abfolutely conclude but I might 
be yet prevailed upon to change my condition^ and 
make a fecond venture on the fmooth ocean of that 
ftate which rendered my life fuch a bleffing in the 
firft. — The moment a thought of this nature 
comes into the breaft of an old wpma;i, it clings like 
Cleopatra^s afps, and moft commonly flings her to 
death. — For my own part. Sir, though I felt a 
fecret repugnance at the notion of another hufband, 
yet the idea ftuck clofe to my imagination, and I 
even fometime? endeavoured to pcrfuade myfelf that 
this honeft averfion, which in fpite of me, my con- 
ference would retain, was nothing but a prejudice* 
of ^education or cuftpm, which it was highly meri- 
torious to fubdue. My memory was ranfacked for 
inftances where women in my circumftances had , 
married a fecond time, with handfome young fel- 
lows too, yet lived extremely happy, notwithftand- 
ing the vulgar and abominable fuppofition^ that no- 
Vql. L ^ 1 hoiW 
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body could entertain a paffion for a woman in 
years : nay, Mr. Babler, I found texts of fcripture 
in fupport of my favourite opinion, and abfolutely 
forced myfelf to believe that I was obliged by the 
very principles of religion to make another choice. 
While I was thus debating. Sir, my fon Edyirard, 
who is a colonel in th^ army, brought a young 
fellow of his acquaintance to fup at my houfe, -^- 
I do not know how it was, but I fancied he was the 
mod liandfome man I had ever feen in my life; his 
converfation too was fo elegant, and he paid (b 
profound a deference to my opinion, that I did not 
flecp, — (hame upon my antiquated eyelids, — a 
iingle wink the whole night. What need I trefpafs . 
on your patience, major Ravage repeated his vifits, 
began to find he was far from difagreeable, and in 
ihort made an offer of His hand in fuch terms as I 
was wholly unable to refift. Without ever enquir- 
ing into his charader ox his circumftances, I con- 
fented to be his at an age that would become me> 
to wait upon my grand-children, and flattered my- 
felf that his affedlion might be engaged to my per- 
fon, at the very nioment I knew it to be entirely 
created by 4ny purfe. My poor firft hufband ima- 
gining tha)^ as I had been a faithful wife to him, I 
fhould be a tender mother to his children, left me 
in pofTei&on of fifty thoufand pounds, and a jointure 
of three thoufand a year, every fixpence of which, 
as far as I could, I neverthelefs unnaturally fettled 
on the villain who had taken the advantage of my 

fecond 
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fecond childhood , the mbrning after the celebration 
of our nuptials. 

My children you may be fure would be juffly 
offended at this prepofterous match, and they w6rej 
but to be rid of upbraidings, — which cut me to 
the foul, ^-^ I quarrelled with them in turn, and 
forbad them ever to enter into my fight : but alas ! 
I had too foon sin occafion for their ailiftatfce and 
relief. A fortnight had fcarcdy paflfed, wheit 
major lavage, without faying a fingle fyllible, 
fet off for Bath With a tradefman's wife in the city^ 
a!hd about an hour after his departure, an uphpd- 
fterer came in, demanding the poflfeffion of my 
houfe and goods, tovirtg boughl ev^?^ ththg that 
morning from my hlrfband. — I will not attempt to 
paint my aftohifhment, my fury, and my diftrefs : 
it was too much fdr nature to fuppoYt, and I fell 
lifelefs on the floor. — Not to tire your patience. 
Sir, — upon examining into every thing, and fend- 
ihg to the major, he fiatly refufed cfther to fend me 
a fliilling, or ev^ to cohabit again with fo ftale a 
parcelofniortality,— that was his decent exprefBon. 
In thfs fittfatioh my eldeft daughter came and ccm- 
dufted me to her houfe, generoufly foothfng irie in 
the tendereft manner, but wounding me however 
k thoufand times more by her goodnefs than fhe 
could poffibly do by feizing the opportunity to load 
me with complaints. I am now going to fue for i 
feparate maintenance, and (hall convhice ihe greyw 
headed fucklings of nty fex, that an old woman,' 
^bo marries a. young fellow, if Ate even ihould 

I z meet 
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meet with a worthy one, can never expedl to be 
treated with any tendernefs or regard ; and that on 
the other hand, if (he conferxts to wed a villain, 
ihe can look for nothing but an endlefs fcene of 
poverty and contempt : where (he is moft fortunate 
in her choice, negleA and ridicule muft be her por- 

* tion, and where (he happens to be otherwife, the 
public fcorn of the world will be aggravated by a 

* continual round of private wretchednefs and dif- 
trefs. I am. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 
Lavinia Ravage, 



' \ 



Numb. XLI. Saturday , November 19. 

To the BAB L E R. 
SIR, 

SEEING a variety of letters in your enter- 
taining paper, from liufbands and wives, I 
have taken the liberty of adding to thjC number of 
your matrimonial correfpondents, and doubt not 
but if you favour my complaint with a place, but 
what it will be attended with very falutary efFedls. 
You muft know. Sir, I am married to one of 
the moft agreeable women in England, have an 
unabating paffion for my wife, and every reafon to 
imagine her fentiments are equally tender for me 5 
there is nothing of confequeilce but what we con- 
tinually ftudy to oblige each Qther in s yet at the 

fame 
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fame time there are a thoufand little trifles in which 
we are always fure to difagree, and which are not. 
only an endlefs fource of difquiet to ourfelves, but 
of uneafinefs to our whole family. 

Last night, for inftance, Sir, after fupper I ac- 
quainted Nancy that a Vintner, who owed me a 
hundred pounds for fome Lifbons, (for you muft 
knovr I am a wine-mercHanty Mr. Babler,) had 
failed, and that there was but little probability of 
expecting two and fix-pence from the fale of all his 
efFe£ls. I furthermore informed her, that I was 
much to blame in the afFair, and that I had trufted 
this man contrary to the advice of an intimate 
friend, who was perfeftly converfant with his cir- 
cumftances. My wife, inftead of reprehending 
me for indifcretion, as the generality of her fex 
would have done in the fame cafe, made ufe. of 
every argument in her power to diifipate my cha- 
grin ; told me, the moil careful were unable now 
and then to avoid an error, and bid me confole 
myfelf under my lofs, by thanking providence that 
I had not been a fufferer in double the fum. I 
was greatly charmed with this difpofition in Mrs. 
Mountain, Sir, and exprefTed my fenilbility of it in 
a manner with which fhe feemed infinitely pleafed. 
Well, after all this would you imagine, Mr. Babler^ 
that a moft trivial circumftance ibould make us 
part beds for that night. My favourite liquor is a 
glafs of punch, and it happens to be my wife's too; 
making a little as we were alone, I unluckily^ 
fqueezed the pulp of the lemon into the bowl^ 

I 3 upon 
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upon which file immediately exclaimed with fome 
Warmth, *' Lord, my dear, you have fpotled tb^ 
puiich/'— ^^No, my love, (replied I) the p\dp 
gives it a fine flavour, and beiides you know I ai^ 
yery fond of it,"— •* Ay, but (fays flie) you arc 
fenfible I ^an't abide it i"— "Then, my dear, rer 
lutned I, it is an eafy matter to fivoid putting any 
in ypur glafs." -— Lord, Mr. Mountain, I have 
fpoke to you a th^ufand tim^ about this very cir- 
icumftance; I believe in my confcience you do it oa 
purpofe tp give me difguft." 

Here, Mr. Babler, we began a conteft ; feverity 
produced feverity, till at laft I ordered fL bed to be 
made for myielf, and poor Nancy retired to her 
own, with her eyes fmimming in tears. 

For the whole night neither of us (for I judge 
of her by rayfelf) had a fingle wink of deep ; we 
tumbled and tofied, canvafied the matter fifty wfty^ 
in our minds, and at laft concluded, like Loc^ 
find Pc;achum in the Beggar's .Opera, that we wefg 
both in 4ie wrpng. Yet notwithftanding all this^ 
whep we met at breakfaft but fip hour ago, neithc^ 
of us would condescend <to fpeak firfl^ we ^ede^ 
$1 refentment of countenance, that was utterly 
fovereign to our hearts, and endeavoured to keep up 
the appearance of an unrqpnitcing anger, wJien we 
both of us longed to be rciconq^Ied, a^id ha^ the 
inoft paffion^^e inclination to be iplea&d. Break- 
faft was over before we exchanged a fy liable^ when 
the ferva^t had ^eft the room, prepare^! j(o go oi^t, 
fnd b^d JM^ got to tl\e parlour dopr, ^hen poor 
J Nancy, 
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Nancy, unable to hold it out any longer, crjrcd in a 
tone of irrefiftible foftnefs, " And will you go 
without fpeaking a word :" here our whole ridi-. 
culoiis quarrel was at an end : I turned to her with 
all the fondnefs I could poffibly afTume, and held , 
her in my arms for fome moments, while flie re- 
turning the fervor of the embrace, burft into a flood 
of tears. 

It is inconceivable to think, Mr. Babler, bow 
contemptible thefe little differences have made us 
in the eyes of our ovvn fervants. Whenever they 
fee us cool towards one another, they titter and 
laugh, and fay the poor things will Toon kifs and 
make it i|p again. It was no later ago than laft 
lyeek, that I pverheard my rafcal of a coachman 
tell one of his fellow fervants, that his mafter and 
iniftrefs were nothing .better than an overgrown 

m 

boy and girl, and that he fancied a little of his 

horfewhip would be of great fervice to.both of them. 

It is very odd, Mr. Babler, that people who really 

love one another, and are not wholly deflitute q( 

upder^anding, fhould give way to fuch refentme^t 

m the mereil trifles, who in the moft in>portant 

circumftances of life, are above feeling the fmalled 

refentment, or entertaining the nilnute^ difefteem. 

.Many is the time. Sir, I have ^ound fault with my 

wife for ftirring the fire, when her fpending five 

hundred pound has not given me the leaft un- 

eafinefs ; and many a time has {he fallen out with 

me, if in cutting up a fowl I happened to fplafli 

ever fofmalladrop of gravy on the table cIoth« 

I 4 though 
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though fhe has felt no difcompofure in life, if I 
fpoiled a rich filk, or dirtied a fine head -drefs. This 
morning, however, we have agreed as a means of 
keeping ourfelves from paeons of this nature for 
the future, to fend "you the foregoing account, and 
if it (hould turn out any way fcrviceable to others, 
as I hope It will, I (hall have a double reafon to 
fign myfelf, 

Yoiir moft humble fervant, 

Robert Mountain. 



Numb. LXII. Saturday^ November 26. 



^TT^HERE is a very fenfible faying amoiVg the 
"*• women, when any of their acquaintance 
happen to be brought to bed of a boyi and this is 
<^ that Mrs. fuch-a-one has got one of the right 
fort*" In reality there are fo many dangers at- 
tending the education of a young lady to years of 
maturity, and there are fuch a variety of circUm- 
fiances to deftroy her reputation, which, through 
the fafliionable depravity of the times, are confi- 
dered as fo many excellencies in the other fex, 
■that I am no way furprized to find people parti- 
cularly rejoiced at haVing " oneof the right fort," 
as it is emphatically exprefled ; fince the faiisfadion 
of the parent is confiderably Icfs expofed, as well as 
the happinefs of the child ; to fay nothing of the 
infinitely greater eafe with which the infant can bei 
brought up. 

When 
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Whcic I ferioufly confider the cuftomary mode 
of educating the fair fex, inftead of being furprized , 
to find fo many turn out an afflidlion to their friends, 
or a difgrace to ibciety, I am in fad aftonifiied 
that we do not find a multitude more. N6w-a days, 
inftead of being attentive to the cultivation of a 
young lady's mind, our regard is entirely engrofled 
by the accompliihments of her perfon ; and the ge- 
nerality of our mothers are totally unconcerned 
whether or no their daughters are acquainted wkh 
the meflfneceffary duties of religioh, provided they 
can make a tolierable figure at a party of whift, 
and turn out their to^s. 

From the firft moment little mifs is fent to 
fchool, (he is provided with a doll, perhaps as large 
again as herfelf j and is inftru£ted in the neceifary 
manner of drcffing tt properly, and fending it 
quietly to bed. Thus in the earlleft ftage her mind 
receives a turn for gallantry and drefs, which im- 
perceptibly ftrengthens with her years,, and being 
accuftomed to nothing but compliments on, her 
beauty, fhe becomes utterly indifferent to every 
thing elfe r the little reading fhe is miftrefs of, is 
rather a prejudice than a benefit, for as it is princi- 
pally compofed of novels, it conftantly warms her 
imagination with fentiments of intfigue^ and adds 
to the opinion which flie entertained of her own 
perfon and underftanding ; hence flic fancies her- 
felf the heroine of every extravagant romance, till 
at laft, from an admiration of the cbarader, (be 
really takes it up^ and runs off> if in high life, 

1 5 , with 
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;witb.fomi6 Aim^ of^ fubaltern oflker ; ^d p£ in 
|)o]iir» with a fftroUing player or a barbet's:t>oy. 

Thb fqMKl^Qiis :negle^ of fenvtle ^ducatiofH 
illiay hoi^ever4)e p\ft jdpwn to the account of the 
oth^r/qc: rbyii^cufioip :no kfs arbitrary .than ui^ 
^reafpn^b]^, we cut thf m.off frofna li}}erj)l tajlruc* 
tioa; ^j^et:2|t t)^ very tia^e that .^e \^y a II^li^c|e 
.pn tlieir under^andings, affefi to deipife them .fpr 
fools :---As if tt|cy were beings tto^aUy.9ppofite|[^]P 
OMiture to ourfelves, we fancy that ,the £uaae . eo- 
laigement of m|nd» which^s.fo abfoiutely neceflkf jr' 
for usy 18 u^er^ imprpper rfor theqi; and fiippo(e 
that the better capable they are of a£ljng in life^ 
..the worie tbi^ ouift b^aye of €q^r&. -S^ch are 
the femiments entertamed by.; the high and mighty 
.lords of the creation^ relative to the. education of 
jhe ladies. What wonder, therefore^ or what 
^pity is it, that we are £o frequently tuihappy ii» 
cur daughters ai^d our wives ? Are .we not in (suBt 
,anfwerable fqr every error refulting from their 
.Ignorance, fince j^at Ignorance is. principally qc-» 
,ip:afion?d. by ourfejves? And.ibould jv« npt/con- 
;feciuently, inftead of throwixiig the whole blame at 
their doors, remove jt ejjiUr^y tocnir own? 

I sHALi. conclude this p^per ji^ith a f^^w inemp^i 
rrandums, written bjr^aa excellent yqung lady lately 
^deceafisd, wha w^s brought up in a very dilFereht 
..Itnanner from the generality of her fex r they were 
• cpmmunicated to rne^yefterday by her father^ with 
lears in bi$^yes>,and (b^U fiand asa lafting monu* 

saept 
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ment of.fo deferving a daughter's rirtue and unde^- 
ftanding. 

Mem* Being now eighteen jrears of age^ and 
hafting.to that period of life, in which I am to 
prove my gratitude to the beft of parents, let me 
always maife it a rule to prefer the ^mifica^tion pE 
their wiihes to the enjoyment of my pwn, 

Mem. a parent is entitled to the^firft place in 
.every child's efleem, and flie that can be deficient 
in a point, of duty here, ought juftly to be fufpe^ed 
ef infidelity in the-difcharge of every ojther. 

Mem. ^y all means to be. firi<^ly attentive in the 
worfhip of my creator, as I can never expe6i a fu*-^ 
ture bleffing, without ihewing a becoming gratitude 
for a paft*^ 

Mem. Always to believe a man has the bafeft 
^dcfigns, who wants^ me to conceal his addreiles 
,from my. father. 

Mem. Never to hear the proteftations of any 
^inan v^ho ifZA bph^ved difhonourably to another 
woman, 

Mem. la all companies to treat thofe with the 
greateft fhare of deference, who' are moll unhappy 
in their perfons or their circumftances. 

-Mem.* Whoever calls roe goddefs, angel, or 
ony other ridiculous appellation, though never fo 
nilhionable,^ — a fool. 

tMem. Mifs Po]1y Beaufbrt extren^ely uneafy at 

feeing Mr. Beverley fpeaking to me in the dra>ying 

. iDom.1^ . Sunday ^ evening ;.-^to avoid converfing 

with 



tto T H E B A B L E R. No. 45. 

with that gentleman as much as poffible for the 
future. 

Poor Mrs. Johnfon, the fhoemaker^s widow, 
and three children in the greateft diflrefs* Mem. 
To allow them a guinea a week till a happy alte- 
ration in their circumftances, and to fave this ar- 
ticle out of uimecefTaiy expences In hoiHe-keepihg 
and cipaths. 

Sir John Blandford, a man of much merit whohi 
I fear has fbme fentiments in my favour, I muft 
avbid with the niceft circumfpeflion : for as I can- 
not return his eftcem, it would be inftimous to 
miflead him with chimerical notions; and inhumaa 
to treat him with derifion or difrefped. 

Mem. To fend the hackney coachman's wife,, 
as much as my papa got the fellow fined in, for be- 
having infblently laft Tuefday, when we were fud- 
dently caught in a fhower, and coming from the 
Park. 

Mem. Mr. Win worth, a moft deferring and 
accomplifhed gentleman ; to think no more of hnn» 
(if I can help it) unleis he fhould be mentioned by 
sny papa. 

Numb. XLIIL Saturd^^,^ December 3. 

NEXT to an invariable refbkude of condu£fc 
there is no light in which the charaAer of a 
man can poffibly Appear fo amiable as in a hearty 
concern for bis errors, efpecially thofe which are 

more 
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more the confequence of human infirmilty than the 
cffeft of a mean premeditation. ^ — In proportion 
tb the repentance or atonement, we are apt to raife 
him in our efteem ; and it is not the leaft part of 
his merit, that libertines themfelves are loft in an 
admiration of his behaviour, however flow, through 
a ridiculous fear of public contempt, they may be 
to imitate an a£tion which they cannot in fpite of 
fafliion or education forrbear to love. 

My nephew, Harry Rattle, called upon me this 
morning, and after the ufual how do you do of the 
day, pulled out a letter from the identical Mr. 
Bumper, whom in a former paper I mentioned as 
having fent Harry a challenge for refufmg to drinic 
. a ftrumpet he had toafted one night after Cupptr 
at his own houfe.^^Mr. Bumper is a youngs man 
of nine and twenty, who has received a liberal edu- 
cation i is in poflef&on of twelve hundred pounds 
a year; and though he has launched j)retty freely 
into the cuftomary exceflTes of the times, has been 
diflblute rather from fafliidn ' than inclination. -~- 
For a few weeks paft he has been at a tenant's in 
Berkfliire^ from whence, two days ago, he fent 
the following letter to Harry, with permffHon to 
communicate it through my means- to the notice of 
the public. 

* s * 

To Harry Rattle, Efq. 
Dear Harry^ 

TN my laft letter! told you bow deeply I was 

^ ftruck wtthr the peribn of Sally Poplar, my te- 
nant's 
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lumt^s |Iaugbter» and expr^fle^ an .int^ntiqn Qfrf<?~t- 

.ting b^tJmmedisftcly for Xrondop, jfijr fesyr I fliou|d 

fuCQQcd in any defign prejudi(;ial to 1^ innocence 

^nd virtue. — - Yet notwitbflanding I ysras perfectly 

.^COnvif^cetf how necefikry a .ftcp of that filature 

Hould be,.I could i)Qt work ntyfelfup.to a fu^cient 

^cfolution of quitting the place. -77-J ^s^tlercd, pay- 

felf I.lhouU be able to r^^ fyei^,tep)pt^tion*,\]^r 

indulge myfelf a (cw days longer under ihef^mc 

fOQf .with .the bewitching rufttc ; and though I 

Jcnew it wo.u^ be impoffible to poflefs this happi«-^ 

nefs without faying fboie tender ^l^ings to, her; F 

.nevfirtbelefs ihoMght Ifliould aypid ^cryifig matters^ 

to any critical lengthy by a qrimiii^l importunity.^ 

—From my e^carop^e hovirev^r, tfep uDthinking^ 

part of our acquaintance may. be Jhffru^ed, |hat 

it is infinitely wifer to, fly from a t^mpt^tipn^.thaa 

to combat with an importunity. — The mpment a» 

man is alpne with a woman be admits, and fri^m. 

. whqpi he..has received fome indications^ of recipco* 

^1 efteem» human nfUure muil Qot.be hqman.na-^ 

ture, if he does not encjeaVour to improve (b fairan< 

•f cafion of gratifying his ;wiibes : :he may fancy. 

l^e will go to fuch ai^d fudh- )engtfas» aiid no fur* 

ther ; but pfi^on will^hi^rry him .in^p^i-ceptibly fromi 

liberty to liberty, and he will find it utterly im^ 

poffible to retain the leaft confideration for the un^ 

happy girli when he has totally loft all confidera«^ 

tion for himfelf. 

Such y^as.my cafe; the night befotie laft ; SsAlyr 
and I lay on ^e faoie Jopr^ and ibe^imd promifed^ 

to 
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.to Jet me chat i^tlf sm .liQur wi;h ^er Mqxe Ske 

went tombed.. — This ^alf lyjpr w^s .prpdijiStYe pf 

another apd anothi;r,^5ilI U laft ^Jie.popr gjipl vras 

woi^ked up.to fuch^^tch of tjsndernefs, that i^a 

^cojiii xefufe nothing,; and .then it jivas^ I jfomid^. jn 

fpite 9f all my humanity, that there was nojipffitM*- 

iity <>f getting pfF, — It woidd ha^ve heen ,ve(y 

flrange, ^ft^r jp^n^ thxec ^ours ^r t^ I^ft 

favour^ which all, the time I was in, hopes w>ould 

have been refufed, if I had withdrawn, the moipent 

it was granted : the confequence therefore w^is^ 

that, after I had been rafcal enough to deprive l\er 

of her reafon, I was^ villain enough to feize the qp-^ 

,portuntty ^hich that fufpenfion gave me ^ 

Andpf a mmmfs gmlt^ difir^jfi 

A life rf fpotiefs Jame. 

We had fcajpce^y lallen afleep> (do npt.Iaug^, 

Rattle, we ilept upoA nigr foul) but old Mrs.Pqp^r 

having, as ihe ims^gined^ .forgot to fpe ,tbat tjie 

kitchen fire was . out, (a piece pf care whifh^^ 

never, omitted,) came do^n ftairs, ai^d p^iffing.j^y 

.Sally's door, which in the confujdon of affairs 3^e 

bad negle£ted to lock, turned the bolt and ca^ 

in,, — i need ifot attempt to paint t^^raftonifhjQ^t, 

.— flpr, ifpon bemg cW:akqlj^ oi»r own jfiicprizecT- 

.S;ally |hri^ki^d, andJ}id ben^a^th the, plga^es ; l^fs. 

j^pplar wxui^g.her,bai^s in^a, fit of .miutt^r^tWe. 4if- 

^tr^£tion,.am;d€;ftred ber.luifli^u^.to come inft^ntly 

, dqwn ; the goqd.m^n, terrilied out of his , wits -for 

iear his d^(k h^d been bro^e Qp^n» or bis hoiire fet 

on ^ames> ^n^ejv^l^t \)i^€i Jxe CquM : , butoever 

was 
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was diftreft or confternation fo great, as when he^ 
^und out the real fituation of affairs, and beheTd 
the deftruftion of his only child : for a moment he 
was petrified ; till at laft recovering the ufe of his 
^colle&ion, he caft a look at me, that cut me to 
the very foul, and crying, O Sir ! burfl into a vio- 
lent flood of tears. — In my life I never was fo mucit 
afFeAed j I felt myfelf truly defpicable, and was 
* at once torn with fhame and remorfe. —To a man 
not utterly deftitute of humanity and reflexion, 
Harry, no circumflances could be fo mortifying ; 
inftead of gratitude for the cordial welcome which 
I hjad received in the houfe of my friend, I had 
violated ^thchofpitality of his roof, and robbed the 
darling of his age, of what ought to hp infinitely 
dearer than her life. — The girl I doated on to 
death feemed abforbed in diftra£lion, and her 
worthy parents were almofl lofl in defpair, -;— What 
could I db Harry .^ the torture of the damned was 
an Elyfium to what I fiifFered 5 and without re- 
paration, of what fervice was it to repent ? Thus 
fituated, I begged Mr. Poplar and his wife to- 
withdraw till I was drefled, and then I would en- 
deavour to fatisfy them: they didfo, and went 
down to the parlour ; I followed them in a few mi- 
^ nutes, and fummoning aU the fortitude I couTd, 
delivered myfelf to the foHowing purport: *' I will 
^^ not,^my good Mr. and Mrs. Poplar, go aboutto 
*' excufe the tr.anfa£lions of to^i^ight, but oWa 
** myfelf a very dirty fcoundrel ; however, as there 
f * k RO poffibUity of recalling what is paft, I flxalt 

^* readily 
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<^ readily make all the atonement in my-powetf 
^' and if I have your confent, Will marry^ Sally 
•* to-morrow morning/* — The tranfpoft of the 
worthy old couple was now as violent as their 
fbrroiv had been but' a moment before. — Mr* 
Poplar looked at me for fome time with a fixed at^- 
tention, then broke into an exceffive laugh which 
pQffibly might have proved fatal had he not 
thrown himfelf into his great chair, and found a 
feafonable relief in a flood of tears. 

Well, Harry, what fay you to my behaviour? I 
have been married a week, and am convinced that 
virtue is it's own reward j for in my days I never 
tafted felicity till now j every eye beams on me 
with gratitude and efteem, and when I enter into 
an examination of my own heart, all is approba- 
tion and joy. -—lam fatisfied of your concurrence, 
my dear Harry, and as for fools and rafcals, their 
opinions . is what a man of fpeculation muft both 
defpife and deteft ; it is not for the fatisfadlior^ of 
others we are to live, but our own ; therefore thofe 
anions which fccure that fatisfadlion, fmce it muft 
always be founded on a reditude of principle, are 
the beft tefts, both of the goodnefs of our hearts 
and the foundnefs of our und^rftandings. 

-Your's, moft afFeftionately, 

RiCHAan Bv_MP£a» 

Numb. 
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IT was an admirable reply which Socrates once 
made tp an impertinent coxcomb, who de« 
manded what he would do if there was no other 
world after this. I need not inform the intelligent 
reader that this celebrated phtlofopher was as 
eminent for the, redlitude of his life as the greatne^ 
of his unde^ilanding, and that upon all occaiions 
he maintained the certainty of a future ftate, where 
every man was to be rewarded according to his de- 
iferts. — " What (hall I do, returned Socrates, if 
•' there is not another world after this?*' •* Why, 
<* ;it any rate I fliall be as well ofF as you are?— -» 
'* But what will you do if there is? 

It is really furprizing that the force of this ex* 
Cellent anfwer is not always prefent to the poinds 
^of thpfe people who either take upon ,them abfo- 
lutely to deny the exigence of another world^ or 
^ in fuch a manner as if they looked upon a belief 
of it to be utterly ridiculous and abfurd. Com- 
mon policy, one would imagine, Qiould. incline 
them to a uniform re6titude pf life, if they were 
not aduated by real goodnefs, and infpire, if to« 
tally infenfible of gratitude to the great author of 
their being, fometbing like a reafonable concern 
lor themfelves. 

iWhek we confider, though ever Co flightly, on 
the nature of man, and refled on the important 

fometbing 
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Ibmething which is continually^deciding upon everjf 
aAion, in the human bofom^ we can fcarcely think 
it poffible that there is one man in the whole cir- 
cuit of creation, who is dead to the belief of ^ 
future date, or is really of opinion that there is no 
fuch being as a Cod* His own heart muft be an 
evidence againft him, and he muft feel the certaixi^ 
iy of another exiftence^ though he may be apt to 
cry out with Cato, ** when or where?** 

But however if there is even a poffibility to 
fuppofe fuch aclafs of creatures as Atheifts in being, 
yet every day's experience will point out millions 
to our view whofe fituation is infinkely more ter- 
rible, and who are more entitled to the abhorrence 
of the world as well as more expofed to the ven- 
geance of their God. A difordered mind or a we^c 
underftanding may be advanced as fome little miti*' 
gation of the wretch's infidelity who denies the e\- 
iftence of his Creator: but what excufe can h^ 
have, who acknowledges the power, the wifd<ojCDt 
and the goodnefs of the Deity, yet lives as if hej^ie- 
^ieved thece was no Deity at all ? What plea ,ca|i 
be urged for thofe, who, while they confipfs tl^e;^- 
jelves indebted for every blefBng to the unbounded 
beneficence of the Supreme Being, ^a£l in one eon- 
flant round of difobedience to his will : and tram- 
pie, while they own the neceffity of ;in icpplicit 
obedience to his ordinances, in the moft infamous 
manner upon the gi^eateft of his laws. 

The Atheift, if we fuppofe any rational ciie^tui^ 
can he an Atheift, lives confiftent with himfelf ; 

he 
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he looks upon this world as the final ftage of hts 
exiftence, and confequently has no occafion to 
zCt like thofe who are in a pofitive expectation of 
future punifiiments and rewards. Hence he is 
juftified in making the moft of the prefent worlds 
and has a kind of title to follow every purfuit 
that has a tendency to promote his intereft or 
gratify bis inclinations without any regard to the 
means. 

But furely the man who kneels down reverently 
at the throne of the Divine Being, pours out his 
foul in thankful nefs for paft blef&ngs, or in folic!* 
tations for future benefits, is to the lafl degree in- 
excufable as well as inconfiftent, when he runs 
from the immediate temple and prefence of his 
God, to fome licentious fcene of immorality, the 
participation of fome criminal enjoyment, or the 
profecution of fome infamous purfuit. Yet alasl 
what numbers have we, who' after endeavouring 
to obtain a reconciliation with the Father of Mer- 
cies, fly, while the awful benediffcion of the church 
is quite frefh and warm upon their heads, and 
plunge into all the vices which but the very mo- 
ment before they were fupplicating the goodnefs of 
Omnipotence to obliterate and forgive. 

It is to me aftonifhing what men who believe 
the certainty of a divine being, can think of them- 
felves, or what idea they can entertain of their 
God. One moment they are all devotion and 
penitence; the next we find them fleeped in the 
Uiott glaring contradictions and crimes ; one mo- 
ment 
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mcnt they are imploring the King of heaven aiid 
earth with a rapture of gratitude and reverence ; 
jrct the very next, as if all their fupplications were 
To many abfolute defigns of turning him into ridi- 
cule or contempt, they circulate an audacious 
laugh at his ihftitutiohs, and make a daring 
mockery of bis laws, .Nay more, they frequent- 
ly go into his very temple, as if they wanted to 
aggravate the unparallelled impiety of their condud, 
and^ there, in the very place immediately dedicated 
to his fervice, they profecutc themoft fhamelefe viola- 
tion of his commands. There they very frequently 
\o under the facred maflc of religion and virtue, 
to feduce unfufpe£ting innocence to (hame ; to 
lodge fcorpions in the bread of fome unhappy fa- 
ther, and drench a mother's pillow in mifery and 
tears. 

Let me calmly a(k the believers of a future 
ftate, if ^abfolute Atheifm is a crime more unpar- 
donable than this ? Of what fervice is our expe£la- 
tion of another life, if we only employ our know- 
ledge to have that life marked out to everlafting 
torments and defpair ? Of what advantage is our 
religion, if we aft in fuch a manner as to make 
that religion at once our condemnation and dif- 
grace ? Or of what utility is our acknowledgment 
of a God, if the acknowledgment of fuch a Being 
mufl: harrow up the foul, and goad it with unut- 
terable ftings ? Atheifm is almoft a refuge in fuch 
a cafe,^ and it is much more confifienjt to cry out 

with 
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with the moft abandoned profligate our imgagina- 
tion can form^ that there is no exiftence after thisy 
than exclaim in the language of the divine Socrates, 
•^ What fliall we do if there is ?*' 

Numb, XLV. Saturday^ Deawher 17, 

■ ■■II ■ I ■ 

THERE is a certain mode of behaviour in 
the world which is entirely founded upon 
Self, and proceeds from nothing but a paffionate 
delire of gratifying our o^Vn inclinations ; yet ^hich 
upon all occafions, lays clalnl to the title of unbound- 
ed benevolence and generofity, and puts in for the 
univerfal admiration in numberlefs inftances, where 
it ought to meet with nothing but the univerfal 
contempt. — A letter however which I have lately 
received from .a lady, who fi'gns herfelf " A mifer- 
«* able woman of quality/^ *rill elucidate this mat- 
feir perhaps better than the moft elaborate difcuffion 
which I coutd poibbly enter fnto, and therefore I 
ihall make no apology for laying it before my 
readers* 

To the B A B L £ R. 
SIR, 

A S you feem good-naturedly ready to 'ysy 
greater regard to the circumftahces than the 
compliments of your correfpondents, I fhall begin 
with as little ceremony as I fntend taking leave, 
and neither trefpafs on your leifure with a fulfbme 
encomium nor an unnecefliary excufe. 

Yow 
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You mult kiioW, Sir, I am the daughter of a 
private gentleman in Oxfordihire, who had a large 
family to provide for, upon a very moderate eftate. 
'Fherc were fix of us, and but three hundred a 
year to anfwer all contingencies, — Happily in- 
deed, I was the only girl amongft them, fo that 
with a little intereft, as my father was generally 
beloved, four (5f my l^rothers were fortunate enough 
to be preferred in the navy, the army, and public 
offices ; the eldeft and myfelf were the only re- 
maining children at home, and my poor papa, 
whofe favourites we particularly feemed to be, re- 
iolved to compenfate by an unwearied attention to 
our education, for the apparent narrownefs of our 
fortunes. — - As for me^ before I was fifteen, befides 
ail the cuflomary needleworks peculiar to my fex, 
I fpoke French and Italian pretty tollerably, danced 
ah eafy minuet enough ; fung an agreeable little 
ibng, and played a lefTon at fight on my harpfl- 
chord: what was however infinitely more eflen- 
tial, though now feldom confidered as any part of a 
youn'g woman's education, I could never fleep 
without faying my prayers, and at churcii was no 
way afhamed of Irepeatin^ the ten commandments 
or railing a pfalm with the reft of the congrega- 
tion. — My perfon was not in the leaft tprturcd 
into any fajhionable form by ftrait laicing; and as 
for my face, it was rather more wholefome_ than 
lovely, and not fo.much diftinguifhed by any fur- 
prizing deliciacy of complexion as by a certain air 
or complacency- ind chearfulnefs, which I flatter 

myfelf 
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myfelf befpoke neither a corrupt heart nor a total 
want of undcrftanding. 

Excuse me, Mr. Babler, for being thus tedi- 
oufly and perhaps vainly circumftantial about either 
niy acquired or perfonal qualifications; but as 
they were the only caufes of my great, (I muft not 
fay my good fortune) I thoiight there might be 
fome neceffity for more than a curfory defcrlption 

of both. 

Between the age of fifteen and twenty, fuch 
as my little attraSions were, they procured me no 
inconfiderable (hare of admirers, and I had more 
than one opportunity of marrying very advantage- 
oufly : no perfon howevep- engaging my inclination, 
ipy father never offered to prefs me on the fubjeS, 
but always tenderly declared his poor girl fliould 
clioofe for herfelf in a eafe where flie was the moft 
principally interefted. — When I was juft turned 
of twenty, an occafion for fuch a choice occured ; 
and he readily confented to the foHcitations of a 
young gentleman, who had been left an eftate of 
eight hundred a year, in our neighbourhood, by 
tiie will of a relation at that time about fix months 

deceafed* 

• But alas. Sir, fee the uncertainty of all human 
cxpeQations ; three or four days before the inten- 
ded folemnization of bur nuptials, a certain noble 
earl, of an immenfe fortune, had his carriage acci- 
dentally broke down within a few yards of my fa- 
ther's—Mr. Bilfon my lover, and I, were looking 
put of the window at that inftant, and immediately 

ran 
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ran x)ut to ofFer the civilities of the houfe to his 
Iord(hip, who frankly accepted the invitation, and 
ftaid there the whole night. «— My father made 
every thing as agreeable as could be to his illuftri- 
ous guefty and was not a Ihde furprized the next 
morning, when the nobleman told him I had 
made an impreiSon on his heart, and offered a fet- 
tlement fo very large, that, my poor papa dazzled' 
with that, and the defire of feeing his favourite 
Nancy a countefs, immediately forgot all hisf former 
refolutions, to allow me a liberty of choofing for 
myfelf, and declared his*lordfliip fhbuld be put in 
poffeffion of my hand whenever he thought pro- 
per to mention a day for that purpofe — • V/hy 
need I trefpafs on your patience, Mr, Babler, to 
paint either my own diftraftion or the frantic Be- 
haviour of Mr. Bilfon. — Suffice it, Sir,""that in a 
week after, I was dragged half dead to the altar, 
and torn from the only man I ever could love^ to 
be wedded to one whom I never can. 

The fubjedl of iny complaint. Sir, now comes 
to be mentioned.— I have been married three years, 
and endeavoured to make the moft of my wretched 
circumftances, by compenfating with the Ari^tft 
difcharge of my duty, for an apparent want of 
love. .; — This is not fuffi'^ient for his locdfliip : 
mortified that he cai\ engage no return of his, af- 
fe£iion, he is perpetually reproachiiig me with a 
want of gratitude ; and always telling me of liis 
prodigious condefcenfion in raifmg me to the ra^k 
of a countefs, from the former obfcurity, of my fitu- 

V OL. L K aiion* 
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ation. — Thus, Sir, he thinks I am obliged to him 
for making me miferable ; and imagines I ought 
to ftudy nothing but the continual repofe of has 
bofom, becaufe he has generoudy planted everlaft- 
ine daggers in mine. - There are many women, 
Mr. Babler, alike unhappily circumftanced j .t 
would therefore be kind, if you defired our difin- 
terefted hufcands to remember for whofe fake 
thev have thus gracioufly honoured us with their 
names"; and to confider, it was not out of any 
regard for the promotion of our wilhes, but through 
a mean, and very often an illibera defire of gra- 
tifying heir own.- Your paper is left at our houfe 
once a week, and if you will infert this, .my lo d 
will perhaps be convinced he « "°7,;"" j. ° 
^y averfion than my efteem, and be fully faUsfied 

he has made me 

A MISERABLE WoMAN OF QUALITY. 



Numb. XLVI. Saturday, December 2+. 




^ — 

THERE are few profeffions fo critically fitu- 
ated I believe as that of an author's: the ge- 
nerality of the world are always difpofed to turii 
his produaions into ridicule, and the principal 
number of the remaining part but too much in- 
dined to treat his perfon with contempt : the farft 
are ofFended that any body fcould p. efume to be 
wifer than themfelves, and the latter look upon U 
Ts Something very clever to treat ^-^^^f^^^. 
abilities with difrefpea; the cont>:aaed circle m 
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which it IS his fortune to be efteemcd, is moft 
commonly made up of thofe, who either are not 

adequate judges of his merit, or in no condition to 
reward it if they are. Thus, (as few gentlemen 
pf the quill are ever pofTefTed of any extraordinary 
fortunes) they are in a manner fet apart to com- 
bat with indigence and obfcurity, and thdr genius 
being naturally depreffed by the melancholy ftate of 
their circumftances, they become in a little time 
incapable of refledingany honour on their country^ 
or of acquiring any comfortable dependence for 
themfelves : the reader^ by perufing the following 
letter, will eafily fee why I have been induced to 
take, up the pen upon this head. 

^(^ /*^ B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

A T a little fnug retirement in Derbyfliire I am 
always favoured with your paper once a 
week, and as I think it no lefs inftrudive than en-r 
tertaining, I heartily wi(h, for the benefit of the 
world, that all our authors were as eafy in their 
minds, as from the apparent facility of bis produc- 
tions, I conclude the agreeable writer of the Babler. 
If I may deliver my fentiments, I am really of 
opinion, that the decline of literature arifes more 
' from a want of encouragement than a want of ge- 
nius in the kingdom ; and though I fliall not pre- 
fume to' rank myfdf among men of realabilitii^s, 
yet I believe the principal part of thofe who can, 
have more than once experienced fome of the mor- 
tifications which I am about to relate, and found 

K 2 them 
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them not a little prriudicial to that force of ima- 
gins^tion fo . indifpenubly requifite for a writer of 

any charaiSer. 

You muft kncJw, Mr. Babler, I was fent very 
early to the Univcrfity, in order to get myfelf qua- 
lified for a living, which a certain nobleman had 
in his gift, and which he repeatedly aflured my fa- 
ther (hould be at my fervice on the death of the in- 
cumbent, if it was thought worth while on that 
jtccount to educate me for the church. Unfortu* 
nately however, before I was at Oxford three 
years, his lordfhip, who had fat up all night, was 
taken off by an unexpeded accident ; for mou^iting 
a ftrange hunter the next morning at a gentleman's 
feat, where he was then upon a vifit ; he purfued 
the game with too incautious a refolution, and 
broke his neck in taking a five barr'd gate : with him 
periflbed ,my expedlations ; and I was taken from 
the College direftly. ^ 

During my ftay at theUnlverfity, I made feveral 
little eiTays in the various walks of literature, 
merely for my amufement, which were fo favoura- 
bly received by thofe exalted geniufes the compilers 
of magazines, that they generally honoured them 
with the appellation of elegant, and requefted the 
continuation of my correfpondence ; this gave me 
a ftrong propenfity to writing, and as I looked upon 
an author to be the greateft of all fubl unary cha- 
rafters, I was ambitious of , gaining fo honourable 
a title, and through this unaccountable infatuation, 
neglefled every neceffary means of promoting my 
future intereft and fortune. It is true, my father 

bound 
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bound me to an eminent attorney; but alas. 
Sir, Homer and Virgil were confulted infinitely 
more than either Littleton or Coke ; and inftead 
q{ Repjies, Rejoinders, or Demurrers, I was in the 
midft of term engaged in writing fome poetical 
whimfies of my own, or in commenting on thofe 
of other people. The little all that came to me on 
my father's deceafe was foon expended, and I 
found myfelf in an inftant left tobuftle through an 
inhofpitable world, without either money, bufinefs, 
or bread. In this dilemma neceffity obliged me to 
have recourfe to the bookfellers : I was accordingly 
cnliftcd into the army of literary mercenaries, and, 
like the humbled cl^fs of foldiers, obliged for the 
moft pitiful pittance^ to run a frequent rifque of 
my reputation, and fometimes a dangerous hazar4 
qf my life. Fame indeed came in tollerably faft^ 
but ftill I ran deeper and deeper into debt : I was 
totally unacquainted with, the cuftoms of the trade^ 
and the bookfellers having me in their power, con- 
fcientioufly treated me as they pleafed* I was con* 
£ned to my regular hours of work as if I was a 
Ihoemaker oc a taylor, and very often ordered to io 
a particular quantity in a particular time. Some«- 
times. Sir, I have been obliged to write a philofo« 
phical eflay on contentment, when my heart was 
borfting with anguifli ; and at others, ordered to 
produce a poem on liberty, while the bailiffs were 
waiting at the door ; but the fevereft mortification 
of all was, the impertinent freedom with which I 
was treated by every ragamuffin of the preis ; the 

K J . printer 
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printer would criticife on my performances to my 
face ; and the very deviFs themfelves would talk ta 
me of miftakes, and propofe what they were mo- 
deftly pleafed to confider as amendments; nay, 
fometimes they have jnvited me to club for a pot of 
porter, or afked me to take^ game at all- fours at 
the Goofe and Gridiron. For fourteen years, Mr» 
BaUer, did I continue this comfortable life, when 
lafl winter but one, having written a^olkical trea-^ 
tife which occafioned fome noife, a nobleman of 
great eminence kindly enquired for the author, 
found me out, generoufly paid my debts, and af- 
figned me an apartment in his own houfe : I now 
thought myfelf made for ^er j but I had fcarcely 
been a month in the houfe, when my lord's ad* 
miration of my abilities began to abate a little; he 
expeAed as an author that I fliould fupport every 
abfurdity he advanced in an argument ; and as a 
man of genius^ tbat I (hould always be comical. 
Widi this view he introduced me into all compa- 
nies ; but when he faw I would neither be his pa- 
rafite nor his buffoon, his friendfhip very vifibly de- 
clined : at table I was infulted with the propofal of 
a wager wherever I prefumed to diflfent in opinion, 
and then it' was inftantly recolleAed with a loud 
laugh, that authors were but feldom overburthened 
with money. In the largeft circle of his acquaint- 
ance, my lord, by an afFefled compliment of con- 
dolence, would paint out my former diftrefs, and 
then infinuate the merit of his own generofity in 
relieving it : at other times, he ufed me with an 

intolerable 
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intollerable infolence of fuperiority, and then affeft- 
ed to be difpleafed when he put me out of coun- 
tenance; in ftiort, I almoft determined to go back 
to my old profefHon again, as thinking it better to 
fufFer a fecret aiFront, than to be thus publickljr 
cpnteaiptible; I was foon fettled in my refolution^ 
for the dining-room jefts on my profeffion and cir- 
cumftances began to be bandied about in the 
kitchen > and the Butler, under a pretened air of 
fimplicity and ignorance, came one day up to my 
apartment, and begged me to raife the devil, that 
he might enquire after one or two of his filver 
fpoons. Providence however took picy on me at 
laft;. a worthy gentleman, whofe memory I (hall 
ever revere, that ha J feen me two or three times at 
my lord's table, thought of me fo kindly as to fet 
me down a hundred a year for life in his will, and 
as he was very old and infirm, fcarcely furvived his 
generous donation ten days. I heard of it but the 
very morning I took my leave of his lordlhip ; and 
though I dropt a tear to the memory of my bene- 
fa£lor, I could not help rejoicing at fo fortunate 
an alteration in my circumftances. I have now 
lived a twelvemonth in Derbylhire, quite happy in 
myfelf and refjpefted by every body, and have fent 
you this letter to point out the real caufe of that 
decline in literature, which has of late years been 
fo univcrfally complained of in'this kingdom. My 
ftory requires no animadverfion ; as every man of 
fenfe muft exclaim with the poet, 

K 4 jtlas^ 
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Aksy what chance havt authors to he ready 
Whoje dmlj writings earn their daily bread. 

1 am, Mr. Babler^ 

Yours, &€• 

CRITO- 



Numb. XLVII. Saturday^ December 31. 



To the B A B L E lei* 
S I R9 

IT was a very wife fjiyiiig of an old Philofopher, 
that Hap,pine& was infuiitely fweeter in the 
Expectation than in the PofFeffiony^ fmce the gene- 
rality of mankind are rather apt to over-value what 
tJtey have not, and to fet too fmall an eftimation. 
upon what they a£lually have, I remember,, Sir^, 
about thirty years ago, when my circumftances 
were a little comradted^ I fancied no man could 
be miferable who was matter of a great eftate : 
'Tis inconceivable Jiow I ufed to lye in bed of a 
morning building caftles in the air, and chalking 
out future plans of generoilty and magnificence if 
my ftars fhould ever kindly indulge me with this 
m plus ultra of human feli3ity ! — I have been a 
member of Parliament; have drawn up an impeach-' 
raent againft Sir ^c^^r/ ^ — harangued the Houfe 
like a Cherubim ; -^ received gold boxes front 
every corporation iji' the kingdom; — refufed a 
Peerage;' — and, married a woman of exguifite. 

beaujty 
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beauty and immenfe fortune, in the fpace of half 
an hour; when, olf dreadful cataftrophe ! all thefe^ 
golden fantades hav^ been in an inftant fwept from 
my imaginations, by the milk-woman's yell at the 
door, the falling of the tongs, or the accideat^ji) 
jump of our old black cat. 

Yet, Sir, though my finances were moderate 
enough at the time I am (peaking of, fiill I found 
more fatisfa£tion in indulging thofe imaginary ob* 
jefis of felicity than ever I experienced fince ^ 
came, by the death of a very diftant relation, to 
the poflfeffion of two thoufand pounds a year, i 
flatter myfelf I am no more of the mifer than the 
generality of niy neiighbpurs ; and, if I know my 
own heart, it is as likdy to feel for the dif- 
trefles of the unfortunate, and asi willing to relievf 
Ihem, as fome whom I know to pique themfelveS' 
mightily on the humanity of their tempers. But 
this is not the point — My fortune has,. I may al- 
moft fay, unhinged the fyftem upon which I for- 
merly built my h^ppinefs, and the actual pofTeflion 
cuts off every pleafure which originally refulted 
from a chimerical expe£lation« 

This you will probably look upon as z very ex- 
traordinary circumftance, but it is neverthelefo 
literally true j inftead of being able to reap any great 
pleafure from an eftate, I find it produdive of no- 
thing but uneaiinefs and anxiety ; my tvanta are 
v.ery limited and foon gratified ;, and the very fu-^ 
perflux of fortune, which to any other man might 
poffibiy be a p:iatteF of the higheil f^tis&£lion> is 

K 5 ^ to 
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to me a conftant fourCe of vexation and regret-* 
In the firft place, I have no child to enjoy my pof- 
feffions after I am gone, and I am nothing more 
than amaffing for people, who envy me when liv- 
ing, and will in all likelihood defpife me when 
dead :• The very man to whom I leave my eftate, 
will perhaps be the firft to d-^n the old curmud-* 
geon for not tipping off half ^ dozen years fooner, 
and thofe for whom I am continually doing a great 
deal, tht readieft to execrate my memory becaufe 
I have not done a great deal more. 

But though a fenfibility of this nature might in 
fome meafure render me regardlefs to the care of 
my affairs, I look upon it as an indifpenfible part 
of my duty to prevent as much as poffible the leaft 
difadvantage from my negligence and inattention ; 
and am lefs fear/ul of the probable contempt I may 
meet from my relatioils, than the certain ridicule I 
tnufi fuffer from my tenants and dependants, was 
I to wink at a continual plunder of my property, 
and to permit them indifcriminately to grow opu- 
lent at my expence. Thus any way, Sir, whether 
I exert a commendable prudence, or throw it en- 
tirely afide, this unfortunate eftate ^* clings like a 
detefted fin to my rememberance," and poifons 
every comfort which I once was weak enough 
to imagine it would have produced. If it 
rains for any time, I am fearful my corn will 
be waihed away ; if the weather is uncommonly 
fine, I am apprehenfive of its being parched up ; 
if it freezes with feverity, alas, for my poor flower- 
garden ; 
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garden j iflhc wind happens to be high, my apple- 
trees are deftroyed ; and if it fnpws, I am in an 
ab(blute ague about my little, lambs, and eternally 
fcolding John and Thomas for not taking fufScient 
care to preferve them from the inclemency of the 
weather } thus again, in whatever manner the 
vrifdom of the Deity thinks proper to dircdl the' 
feafons, I am fure to (hew an impious diflatisfac* 
tion at his decrees, and, to ufe the emphatical 
words of Mr. Pope, with a little alteratibn. 

Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod^ 
Rejudge his lawSy and am the God of God. 

• 

. From my fituation, Mr. Babler, let thofe in the 

lower claiTes of life, who murmur at the difpenfa- 

tions of Providence, and think it uncommonly 

hard to toil for a precarious fubfiftence while their 

neighbours are rolling it away in coaches and ftx^ 

learn to confider that it is not the dignity of rank, 

or the affluence of fortune, Which is the fource of 

real felicity, but a man's own mind ; let them 

learn to confider that this very rank and this very 

opulence for which they continually languifb, are 

very often the caufes of the moft feverci affli£lion $ 

and that the fwelUng dome of courtly magnificence 

undergoes many a ftorm, which the humility of 

the villager's fituation keeps from breaking on his 

little ihed. 

I am^ your's, &c. 

INFELIX. 

Numb. 
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Numb. XL VIII. Saturday^ Janaary 7. 



«■ 



To tk B A B L E R, 

SIR, 

TH £ good-nstured rcadinels with vbick I fee 
yoD infert a variety of letters^ upon domeftic 
occurrences, has induced me to troubie you with 
a cbmplakit againft my buftand, in hopes that his 
error may be avoided by others at leaft, though k 
ibould fail of the intended reformation m hfrnfelfT 
You muft know, Sir,, my good man is a {hop« 
keeper near Cripplegate, and as honeft a pains* 
taking young fellow as any of his bufinefs; but 
his notions are rather too elevated for his ctrcum-' 
ftances ; ib that neither the ftrifieft induftry nop 
the moft rigid integrity, are li-kely to carry hint 
profperoufiy through Kfe, unleft I oan prevarF opof» 
him to change the prefent frame of his inclination;. 
As the principal part of bis ac<(ttaintanc€ are 
tradefmen of eminence, and have their fnug little 
country houfes to retire to of a Sunday, my huf^ 
band determined ta make as genteel a figure as the 
beft of them, and accordingly took a handfome 
box enough laft fummer near Stratford. It was in 
urain that I reprefented the inconveniences which it 
would inevitably produce, or mentioned a word 
about the prodigious expencev I was told that 
Mr» Refine, the Goldfmith, our next door nelgb- 
bour> was as little able to afford iucb a circum^ 

fiance 
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ftaocQ 2B ourfelves. $ it was obferved, that Sir 
Kicbard Steele £baiewhere faid, the fureft method 
of making a good fortune, was to carry the ap- 
pearance of an eafy one ;. and that furely it was 
very hard, if we could not have a place where we 
niight enjoy a little peace andquietnefs one day in 
the weeL To crown the whole, my hn&and, like 
many other pe0ple> when they have ^ favourite 
point to carry^ was refolved tafind reafons enough 
to fupport not only ihe propriety but the abfolute 
ncceffity of his behaviour, and brought one whicb 
was unanfwerable ; he complained his health was 
^onfiderably impaired by a conftant refidence in 
town, and infifted that nothing but a change of 
air was able to recover it. This iilenced me at; 
once^ and ab9ure].of twenty- fix pounds a year^ 
with a neat pretty garden behind it, was taken 
immediately, contiguous to the road fide, for the 
greater facility of taking the ftage coach, and fee- 
ing the various rounds of compa:ny that pafTed by. 
. As our hottfe has a very reputable appearance 
without, my hufband was refolved that a corre* 
fpondence fhoqld be kept up within ^ and there- 
fore furnifbed it very gentqelly, laying out nolef^ 
than three hundred pounds for this purpofe. . So 
)arge a fum expended as I may fay upon an 
unnecefTary account, was not a little inconvenient 
to a young couple, fcarcely four years in trade, 
and whofe capital at ixrfi; was rather moderate : 
In fa£l. Sir, we foon felt it, and were under the 
difagreeable exigence oi borrowing the fame fum, 

at 
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at an intereft of five per cent, to keep up our bufi- 
ncfs with a proper degree of confequence and 
punfluality. Well, Sir, every thing being in or- 
der at our new habitation, we entered upon it, to 
enjoy a mouthi^il of freih air and a little repofe from 
the fatigues of the week. But fee the uncertainty 
of all human expectations ; the fairer the weather, 
the more we were deprived of the air j fpr being 
lituated fd immediately on the road, we were 
choaked with a cloud of duft if the window was 
kept open but a fingle moment ; and had no other 
profpeft, but what was furniflied by a lifelefs ftare 
through an humble pain of glafs : if we retired 
backwards, we" loft the variety which company af- 
forded, and ftood a chance of being ferenaded 
with the mufic of half a hundred hogs, which ^ur 
next door neighbour bad conilant?y breeding in bis 
yard. 

This circumftance was very difagreeable j but 
ftill a material confolation remained, that of en- 
joying our Sundays wholly uninterrupted : but 
here alfo, Mr. Babler, we were quickly unde- 
ceived. The moment we entered, our acquain- 
tance formed parties to dine at our hbufe, and any 
three or four who were at a lofs to kitl a Sunday, 
agreed, without any hefitation, to go and eat a bit 
of mutton with their friend. Will Sheffield, the 
hardware-man. By this means, Sir, inftead of 
retiring to tranquility and repofc, we opened a 
new fcene of buftle and confufion ; and kept. a 
houfe for no other purpofe^ but to bring 00 an 

everlailing 
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everlafting round of drudgery, and a very heavy 
expence. Thofe who know any thing of houfe- 
keeping, Mr. Bablcr, are fenfible how fmall a way 
a guinea goes in providing a decent entertainment 
for half a dozen people, I therefore leave you to 
judge, how agreeably I muft be fituated, when 
forced to wear a conftant appearance df the utmoft 
fatisfaSion to the very people, whom, in my heart, 
I could have wiflied in a horfe-pond, or fcolded out 
of the houfe. 

Disappointed in all his expe£lation, Mr. Bab- 
lerj'and the charm of novelty being alfo worn away^ 
my hufband is heartily fick of his villa ; yet is both 
afliamed and afFraid to throw it off his hands ; he 
is fearful his friends will circulate the laugh againft 
him, and is apprehenfive \ his enemies will make 
ufe of it to prejudice him in his trade : I have told 
him over and over, it is better for him to be thought 
a blockhead, than to prove himfelf one ; and much 
more to his intereft to bear a cafual reiledion on 
his circumftances, than to be a beggar at once : I 
have pointed out a variety of tradefmen, whofe 
ruin originally proceeded from the vanity of keep- 
ing a country houfe, but all to no purpofe; for 
though he acknowledges the juftice of my obfer- 
vation^ he remains incorrigible ; and therefore I 
have thought it better to print his name in your 
paper than fufFer it to appear in the London 
Gazette. 

We have now three children, Sir, and this curf- 
cd country houfe, which we have not fet a foot 

in 
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in btit twice during tfac whole winter^ runs awa3r 
with as much as would maintain my wholq fami-. 
ly. — ^Let Bie only piefcat you with a curfory efti- 
9>ate: 

Ilcnt — — -r — 2^ o a 
Taxes, fey — — — 60a 
An additional (ervant, who is to tal^ 

care of it, Ws^es, board, and lodging 30 o a 

Intereft for 300 1. to furnifh it — 15 o Q 

Accidents and repairs — ' — 2 o a 

Coach-hire backw^d wd fi5>f w^4 — 5 ^ ^ 

£ H o qr 



T 



This, Sir, not to fey a word of tl^ additional 
charge of houfe-keeping, (fpr there muft be n^ieat, 
irink, and fire, for our apprentice, (hopman, an^ 
maid in town) vifitors, and unavpidable negleft of 
fcufinefe is a confidjeraWe fuip ; and in a courfe of 
twenty ywrs, with a liwfc waji^gement, and th^ 
Weffing of providence, wouJd p?pve a pretty provi* 
fion for my poor children. Pray, Sir, print my 
Jetter, that London Tradeftnen m?y firft get for- 
tunes before they entertain a notion of fpending; 
them 5 arid not for the vanity of occupying a coun*- 
4ry houfe, twenty or thirty days in a whole year^ 
Ithrow away wh^t would purchafe a handfome in*- 
dependence for their whole lives, 

I am, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

Sarah Sh££fiei.o* 
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Numb. XLIX. Saturday^ January 14. 



"m 



TotbeBhBh E R. 
SIR, 

ID O N T know a more prevailing error at 
prefent among all ranks of people, than an en« 
deavour to difguife their real (ituation in life, by. 
an appearance totally incondftant with their cha- 
rafler and circumftancea. This reflexion I anx 
naturally led into by a vifit which I paid the other 
nirorning to my old friend^ Sir Timothy Trotter, 
"who has been many years in a declining way with, 
the gout \ but, who, neverthelefs, like ajuothei: locdi 
Chalk^one, is all life and fpirits in the. lucid: iiL*^ 
tprvals, as I may fay, of hi& di^mp^r.. 
. When I was fhewed up f^irs, it did not a little: 
furprizeme, to fee two fellows, dreiTed like grooms^, 
fating very familiarly by Sir Timothy's elbow^ 
chair, with jockey-whips in their hands, talking^ 
in a carelefs indolent manner of hot maflxes, long 
ftircups, curry-combs, and curbs : as my old friendr 
had always been remarkable^ for keeping the beft 
company, I was the more amazed at (b odd a 
couple of vifitors. I remember to have dined^with 
him at the fqaare, when there have been half a 
dozen ftars in the room, befldes the two arch<» 
bilhops ; and three, of the foreign ambaiTadorsa^ 
However, as it was no bufinefs of mine, I fat down,^ 
and> ia a little time,^ to. my inexpreflible afioniihn 

meat> 
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ment, heard that thefc two defpicable looking 
things were no lefs than two noblemen of very 
great fortune, the earl of Snaffleworth and my lord 
Donefirft. 

Struck as I was at that time, t could not 
help reflefting, how unworthy a nobleman of Great 
Britain, a man born to be a legiflator in the mofl 
generous country of the univerfe, and honoured 
with fo great a degree of political fanflity, that 
his bare affirmation was confidered as important 
as an oath, fhould be dreft in a dirty pair of boots, 
greafy leather breeches, a ftriped flannel waiftcoat, 
a thread-bare drab-coat, and a little round hat 
like a waterman's. No wonder, thought I, that 
the French (hould look upon us as a nation of 
paltry-minded people, when ive ftudy to appear 
contemptible; and our very nobility, who ought to 
glory in keeping up the confequence of their cha- 
xzSterSj are afhamed to look like what they are ; 
and fneak from the dignity of titles into the high 
and mighty quality of grooms. 

While I was thus refleSing, the fervant came 
up, and told Sir Thomas, that Doftor Styptic, 
and Mr. Skirts the taylor, were below flairs; upon 
which he Was- ordered, without much compliment 
I thought, to the Doftor, to fend them both up : 
he did fo 5 and a well-looking man, of about fifty, 
firft entered; drefl!ed in a vefy handfome fuit of 
full-trimm'd black, a large deep-bottom*d wig, 
and every necelTary article requifite for the feriouf- 
ncfsof the faculty. — Ay, thinks I, this gtotlc-' 

man 
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man is' perfe6lly in character; and is , I dare fay, 
a fenfible perfon, by fo clofe an adherence to pro- 
priety. I had fc^r^ely made the reflexion^ how- 
ever, when Sir Thomas cried out, " So Skirtsi. 
** h^ve you brought the breeches home ?'*. to which 
having received an anfwer in the affirmative, he 
returned, '*Well, that's an honeft fellow — go 
** about your bufinefs." 

Being fo much difappointed in the' taylor, I 
wiflied for the Dolor's appearance, and wondered 
>7hat the deuce could detai|i him fo long : at laft, 
the door opened, and a gentleman entered in a fuit 
of fpotted filk, his hair nicely dreft and bagg'd; 
and nothing about him but what befpoke the very 
meridian of Parifian elegance. — Thinks I, if this 
fliould be the Dodtor !'— My conjedure was not 
ill-founded ; this was the identical fon of Galen, 
whom, if I had not feen a£tually writing a recipe, 
I ihould have pofitively taken for a French man of 
fafliion, or a figure- dancer at the theatre. 

When I was juft going away. Sir Thomas's 
nephew, who has been lately called to the bar, 
came in from Weftminfter in his gown and tyc- 
wig J well, fays I to myfelf, thank heaven here 
is one man who is not a(hamed of . appearing in 
charader. But the young gentlemao was^ not 
feated above three minutes before he pulled off 
his wig in the prefence of the whole company, 
and (hewed as fmart a head of hair in the tyburn 
tafte as could be found within the bills of irior- 
tality. — I ftared, and faw the uncle was not a 

little 
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little diverted with my aftoniilment ; bethought 
the transformation a very capital circumftance, 
and feemed proud of a nephew who could alter- 
nately put on the gravity of the councU, and the 
pertnefs of the footman. J was, however, difgufted 
extremely^ and lock my leave, heartily convinced 
^at nothing but a very great weaknefs of the mind 
could occaiion fo many improprieties in. the em« 
belliJEhment of the perfon.~ 

Your's, &c. 

SEN EX, 



^|W^-"-^i— «•— "-WPifc-n^ 



N.u M B^ L. Saturdai^y January zi. 

IT was a cuftomary anfwer with the celebrated 
Dean Swift, when any body afked his opinion 
of a great man, ** Stiay till I fee him in diftrefs j'* 
for my own part, though I think the reply ac- 
cording to the general fenfe of the world, extremely 
ilgnificant, yet 'I can by no means imagine, that 
diftrefs is the true touchftone of fortitude : io f2X 
on the contrary, it has been my pofitive belief for 
a long time, that he who can beft ftand the fhock^ 
as I may fay, of profperity, gives the beft proof 
of an even mind, and (hews the firmeft ftability of 
foul, notwithftanding what has been fatd by our 
moft celebrated philofophers on the other fide of 
the queftton. Adverftty has been juftly called 
the fchool of wifdom by a variety of writers, be- 
caufe there is nothing which i& fo expeditious in 

bringing 
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bringing a man to a knowledge of himfelf. When 
reduced to a narrownefs of circiimftances, or con- 
iined to the anxieties of a fick bed, the mind na- 
turally turns her «ye on thofe objeds which arc 
moll likely to afford her confolation and relief. , 
Religion in a moment tells her the uncertainty of 
all human expectations, and bids her depend alone 
on thofe blifsful aflfurances of happinefs in another 
world, which experience has convinced her are kf 
extremely precarious in this : Jience fee learns a 
proper mode of thinking, feews an implicit fub- 
iniffion to the cofredling hand of Providence, and 
becomes perfeflly acquainted with what is due tx> 
others, from a juft fenfibility of what is neceflary 
for herfelf. 

Prosperity on the other hand may be confi« 
dered the fchool of felf-fufficience and the almoil: . 
perpetual parent of pride. Whenever the fun of 
profperity feeds a ray upon mankind, they are apt 
to gfow important In their own opinions, and to 
think rather contemptibly of thofe very people who 
were formerly on the lift of their intimate friends; 
the goodnefs of the Deity they imagine to be the 
confequence of particular merit, and look upon 
that as the refult of their own immediate iagacity, 
which is nothing but the unbounded benignity 
of their God. For thefe reafons, therefore, I 
cannot help imagining, but what true fortitude 
or equanimity is beft feen in profperity. We ad- . 
ihire the tranquility of a Socrates going to die, 
but are ravifeed with the unfwelling moderation 

of 
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of a Cxfar, when mafter of an empire, and ftill 
retaining all the complacency of a private citizen. 

I A M naturally led into thefe reflexions by a 
vcitt which I paid the other morning to my old 
fiiend Ned Blaze, to congratulate him on an eftate 
of three thoufand pounds a year, which lately fell 
into his pofTeffion by the will of an uncle, who 
good-naturedly left him every thing at his death, 
but who, while living, would not part with a fix- 
penny piece to favc him from deftru£tion. Ned, 
for many years paft has ftruggled with all the diffi- 
culties of a high fpirit, a large family, and a very 
liarrow fortune ; fometimes he has been obliged 
to (lay at home for months, and at others has been 
months in a jail : yet dill he kept up his refolution 
with all the fortitude of a Stoic, and behaved with 
a degree of decency and manlinefs which procured 
him the univerfai efteem, and not feldom the uni- 
veffal af&ftance of his acquaintance. 

As I had always a regard for Ned, and if I may 
be excufed the egotifm, had proved - this regard 
. upon more occafions than one ;' I was fincerely re- 
joiced at his good fortune, and the moment I 
heard of it fet out to tell him fo. When I came 
to his houfe, inftead of being inftantly ihewn up 
ftairs by the maid, as had been the cuftom former- 
ly, a fellow With a bag to his hair, long ruffles, 
and a laced livery, defired me, in broken EngliOi, 
to reft myfelf in the parlour, and he would carry 
my name immediately to his mafter: well, I went 
into the parlour, fat down, and amufed myfelf a- 

above 
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above an hour with the elegant Effays of my worthy 
and ingenious friend, Dr« Goldfmith, which were 
accidentally lying in the window. My entertain- 
ment was too agreeable for me to think the time 
long, and I perhaps (hould not have thought about , 
It at all, if the clock had not alarmed me with the 
ftroke of two. Surprized at this unexpefted delay, 
I touched the bell, and afked the fervant if he had 
told his mafter of my being below; he replied in 
the affirmative, and added, that he would wait on 
me immediately. 

In about a quarter of an hour I heard the dining 
room door opened, and was informed of Mr, 
Blaze's approach, by a flow, heavy, confequential 
{lamp on the ftairs ; the fervant threw open the 
parlour door for him as he defcended, and my 
friend entered with all the gravity and importance 
of a very great man. As I fancied he might think 
it neceflary to aflume this ferioufnefs of appear- 
ance, on fuch an octafion as the recent death of 
a near relation ; I ran to him with my ufual free« 
dom, gave him a hearty fhake by the hand, and 
faid, " Dear Ned, I am fincerely rejoiced at this 
*' happy alteration in your circumftances." But 
I had iio longer honeft Ned^ Blaze to deal with, 
my familiarity I faw was infinitely difgufting, 
Mr, Blaze ftol6 his hand out of mirte as foon as 
he could, and making me a low bow, replied, 
'' Mr. Babler I thank you." We then fat down, 
but our converfation loft all that fpirit and good- 
humour which we formerly thought it poflbifed be- 
fore 
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fore Mr. Blaze's unlucky acquidtion of fortune ; 
we were as ceremonious in an inftantas if we had 
never feen each other before, and every obferva- 
tion upoa the finenefs of the weather was intro- 
duced and concluded with a Sir — of perfe£lgood 
breeding and gentility. Mr. Blaze, however, be* 
ing refolved to fliew all his confequence, rang, and 
enquired after the footmen by name, that I might 
judge the number of his domeftics ; he then order* 
ed one with a card to my Lord, and another with 
a compliment to his Grace, aflced if the goldfmith 
had fent home the new fervice of plate, or if the 
vis a vis was yet finiihed at the coachmakers. 
This converfation with the fervant was kept up 
with as much indolence and tedioufnefs, as if no 
fuch perfon as myfelf had been in the room ; I 
therefore thought it but jufl; to (hew a proper de* 
greeof refentment, by immediately taking my leave ; 
I did fo, after receiving a cool invitation to dinner, 
and being told there was nothing provided but ten 
or a dozen things, and no company but the Earl 
of Sharpfet, and the Countefs of Ombre. When 
I went home I thought this little narrative would 
make a tolerable papir, as it ferved to rivet me in 
my belief, that the moft difficult fhock which any 
man can poffibly ftand, is that of profperity. 

Numb. 
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To ^A^ B A B L E R. 

S I R, 

THOUGH every body muft allow thecha*- 
rader of a coquette to be truly defpicable 
even among the women, yet when we find it in 
the other fex, there is fomething in it Co unmanly, 
that we feel a deteftation equal to our contempt £. 
and look upon the objed to be as much an enemjr 
as he is a difgrace to fociety. To prove my aflfer* 
tion, however, Mr. Babler, give me leave to relate 
a circumftance which lately happened in my own 
family ; and which. If properly attended to, may 
be of real ufe to many of your fair readers. 

I AM a merchant in the city, and have been. 
above five years married to a moft deferving* 
woman, who, as (he ftudies every thing to promote 
my happinefs, obliges me to fliew a grateful fen-^ 
Ability for the eftablifhment of her's; and even 
warms me with a continual wifh of anticipating 
the moft diftant of her inclinations. About fix 
months ago I took her younger fifter home, as I 
knew it would give her a fatisfaSion; intending 
to fupply the lofs of a father lately, deccafed, and 
to omit no opportunity of advancing her fortune. 

My attention could not have been placed on a. 

more deferving objefl: ; Harriot, Sir, poffefles every 

V o t. I. L beauty 
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beauty of perfon, and every virtue of mind that 
can render her either beloved^ or refpe£Ud ; and 
is in one word^ as accomplKhed a young woman 
as any in the kingdom : her circumftances befides 
are no way inconfiderable ; ihe has ten thoufand 
pounds In the funds; and if (he marries to my 
liking, (hall not want for a thoufand or two more — 
but that does not fignify. 

Among the number of people, who' vifited at 
bur houfe^ Mr. Babler, the fon of a very eminent 
citizen frequently obliged us with his company; 
a circumftance that pleafed me not a little, as be 
was far from a difagreeable man ; his perfon was 
remarkably genteel, and his face poflefled of a 
more than ordinary degree of fenfibility ; he con- 
verfed with much eafe, was peife£tly acquainted 
with men and things ; and what rendered him a 
ftill greater favourite, he fung with an infinity of 
tafte; and played with a confiderable fhare of 
judgment on a variety of inftruments. 

This gentleman had not long commenced an 
intimacy in my family before he (hewed a very 
Tifible attachment for Harriot, hung upon eveiy 
thing (he faid, and approved of every thing (he 
did ; but at the fame time feemed rather more 
ambitious to deferve her efteem, than to folicit it. 
This I naturally attributed to his modefty, and it 
rather more confirnied me in the opinion which 
I entertained of his afFecSlion : had he treated her 
with the cuftomary round of common place gal- 
lantry, I (hould never have believed him ferious ; 

but 
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Imt when I faw him aflume a continual appearance 
of the moft fettled veneration and efteem $ when 
J faw him unremittingly ftudlous to catch the 
fmalleft opportunity of obliging, I was fatisfied 
there was no afFeSatioh in the cafe, and convinced 
that every look was the ^ontaneous eiFufion of his 
heart. 

The amiable Harriot unacquainted with art,' 
fufpe&ed none ; and being of a temper the moft 
generous herfelf, naturally entertained a favour- 
able opinion of every body elfe ; Mr. Selby in par- 
tictdar pofiefled the higheft place in her regardj 
the winning foftnefs of his manners; the uncom- 
mon delicacy of his fentiments ; and his profound 
refpedl; for her, to fay nothing of bis (lerfonal at-* 
tra£lions, all united to make an impreffion on her 
bofom, and to infpire her with the tendered emo« 
tions of a reciprocal love. She made her iifter her 
confident upon this occaiion about a week ago» 
and Maria very properly told the matter immedi- 
ately to me. Finding Harriot's reppfe was feri« 
oully concerned, I determined to give Mr. Selby 
a fair opportunity of declaring himfelf the next 
evening, that there might be no poflihility of a 
miftake in the cafe, and that my poor girl might 
be certain fhe ha^ a heart in exchange for her 
own. With this view I engaged iiim on a iete m 
iete party to Vauxhall, and while he was lament- 
ing that my wife and fifter was not with us to par- 
ticipate in the amufement, I faid gaily, <^ Egad 
^ Tom I hav^ a ftrange no(;toa that Harriot haa 

1/2 << done 



%A0 T » E B A B L E fr. No. 5i.f 

•* done your buftnefs ; you are eternally talking of 
«f her when Ihe's abfent, and as eternally Ian- 
•* guifliing at her wheii (he's by : How is all this ? 
^ come own, have I been right in my gueis, and 
•• treat mc with the confidence of a friend ?" 

This queftion quite difconcerted him ; he blufh** 
ed, ftammered, and, with a good deal of prei&ng, 
ajtiUft^ drawled out, " That MiTs Harriot to be 
*^5 fure was a mod deferving young lady, and that 
^' was he inclined to alter his condition, there was 
^' not a woman in the world he would be fo proud 
•< of having for a wife. Bqt tho' >e was- extreme- 
** ly^ fenfible of her meri^t, he had never confider^ 
U edvher in any light but that of a friend, and wa» 
•f. to the laft degree concerned if any little ai&dui- 
*^ ties, the natural refult of. his efleem, had once 
*^ been mifinterpreted, and placed; to a different 
^ account/' 

. Thb whole affair was now out, the man's cha- 
ra&erwas immediately before me ; and tho' I could 
have facriiiced him oh . the fpot for the meannefs 
and barbarity of his condu£l> yet I bridled>ny re- 
fentment, and would not indulge him with a tri- 
timpb over Harriot, by letting him fee I confidered 
his late declaration as a matter of any confequence ; 
I' therefore afTumed a gaiety which was quite a 
flranger to my heart, and replied, *' I am excefr 
<^ fively glad Tom to bear you talk in this man- 
<< ner : faith I was afraid all had been over with 
•♦youi and my friendfhip for you was the only 
«« reafon of my enqi^ry^ as I ibrewdly fufpe£t the, 
t • "young 
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^« young baggage has already made a difpofal of 
*', her inclinations.'* 

After paffing a joylefs evening, we returned to 
town quite fiak of X)ne another's company ; and 
pretty confidently determined to have no inter- 
courfe for the future ; when I had /et Mr. Selby 
down, I went to Maria and told her how things 
had turned out, and defired her to break them 
with all the delicacy fhe was miftrefs of to her un- 
fortunate fifter ; Che did fo ; but the (hock is like- 
ly to prove fatal. Harriot has ever finqc kept her 
bed, and for the three laft days has been quite de- 
lirous : (he raves continually on the villain who 
has murdered her peace of mind, and my ever- 
engaging Maria fits rivetted to the bed-fide as con- 
tinually drenched in tears. In fpite of all my en- 
deavours to keep the matter private, the tattling 
iof nurfes and fervants has made It but too public, 
and denied us even the happinefs of being fecretly 
miferable. The moment I heard it talked of, I 
called upon Mr. Selby and demanded fatisfa£lion,; 
but could I expert a man to be brave w;ho was ca* 
pable of SL&ing fuch a part as his to a woman of 
honour and virtue J No, Sir, he called his fervants 
subout me in his own houfe, and after my departur<^ 
went and fwore the peace before a magiilfate; 
This is the only method which I have now left to 
puntfli him, and the^nly' on£ alfo of exhorting 
parents and guardians to require an inftant expla« 
nation from any man who feems remarkably afE^ 

L '3 duOU5 
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duous about a young hdy, and yet declines ta 
make a pofitive declaration of his fentiments. 

I am, Mr. Babler, with much refpeA^ 

Your humble Servant, 

Charles TaRRiNGTo»(. 



Numb. LII. ' Saturday^ January 29. 



CO QU E T R Y, or a paffion for cxercilTng 
the mod unlimited authority of affedation or 
caprice on a lover, is a foible which renders th^ 
ladies fo extremely ridiculous in the opinion of the 
world, that it is aftonifhing how fuch a number 
of the fair-fex can poffibly give into it ; and for 
the mere fake of making another uneafy, become 
abfolutely contemptible themfelves. Abftraded^ 
however, from the rKtrcule- to which fuch a chsH^ 
raSer is always expofed, there is a degree of mean- 
oefs and cruelty in the compoiitioa of a coquette, 
which throws the greateft reflexion imaginable 
upon the benevolence of a lady's temper; and 
does not more depreciate the goodnefs of her heart, 
than leflen the opinion we might entertain of her 
imderftanding. To delight in rendering a worthy 
man wretched, for the fake of (hewing a little 
power> is Airely what the giddieil creature in- the 
univerfe nuift condemn upon a moment's reflexion ; 
' and when fhip moreover conflders that hiis wretch- 
ednefs muft alwayS: be proportioned tp. bis tender- 
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liefs fot her, gratitude, as well as humanity, muft 
fhew her behaviour in a very culpable light, and 
tell her, that every pang which ihe lodges in his 
bofom, is, an abfolute diihonour to her own. 

The generality of the ladles have a want of 
candor to anfwer for, which is too often a fource 
of the fevereft anxiety to others, as well as a fpring 
of the greateft embarraiCnent to themfelvjes : ^^— 
Ravifhed with the enchanting breath of admira- 
tion, they lend a greedy ear to the ardent language 
of protefiing loves though at the fame time it is a 
thoufand to one but they look upon the lover with 
the moft infuperable contempt: hence, though 
they never intend to blefs him with a riciprocal 
return, they never can prevail upon themfclves 
to give him a final difcharge, and the poor man is^ 
in all probability, kept dangling for two or three 
years, till either avarice or inclihation; a large 
eftate, or a red coat, makes a conqueft of the hearty 
< and (to ufe the emphatic words of the celebrated 
Do£lor Young,) 

— j6t^Iy gives J though ireatid bag amjs^ 
Tie man of merit bis revenge in this. 

For the honour of the ladies, however, t fhall 
introduce a little narrative tp the public obferva- 
tion, which, I hope, will ferve as an estample to 
my fair readers, and at the fame time convince 
thofe infidels who are av^rfe to believing any 
thing laudable of the fex, that they are to the full 
as capable of the moft exalted anions as ourfelves, 

L 4 however 
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lK>wever we may ereA the creft upon the fuperior 
dignity of manhood, or fwell upon the acquired 
advantages of education and knowledge of the 
world. 

Ab6ut ten years ago a gentleman of confider- 
able family m Ireland, whom I ihall diftinguiih 
by the nan^e of Butler, being over on an excurflon 
to this metropolis, he accidentally dined at a friend's 
houfe in Pall-mall^ where he fell paffionately in 
love with a young lady, whom I muft be equal!/ 
free in concealing under the name of Lambton. 

Mr. Butler communicated his fentiments to his 
friend, who happened to be a relation of Mifs 
Lambton^s, and requefted his good offices with the 
lady. — • The friend, who knew Mr. Butler to be 
a moft deferving young fellow, and was fenfible 
chat in point of birth and fortune he had confider- 
iable advantages over his fair relation, was over- 
joyed at'the propofal, and, communicating it to 
her father next morning, poor Mifs Lambton re- 
teived politive orders to prepare for Mr. Butler's 
vifit that very afternoon. 

Mr. Btitkr tcatoe dnefled, and a finer figure 
perhaps was not to be -found within the Bills of 
Mortality s he wanted but half an inch of fix foot^ 
and was made in a manner remarkably manly, 
lyitbout running into any thing unweildily clumfy, 
©r awkwardly robuft: his face was diftinguiftied 
,with a fet of ftrong iparking lines ; each feature, 
^o iife the poet*> exprefton, " was expanded with 
•Vfoul^" auid breathed the iaexpreffiWe fomewh^ 

which 
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Ivhich difcovers the man of [i(hion at the firil 
glance ; add to this, that there was fomething un^- 
commonly interefting in his very tone of voice, 
-Urbich no lefs engaged the general attention, than 
coihmainded the univerfal refped : he came in a fuit 
'of pompadour velvet, richly embroidered with ill ver, . 
and feemed as well calculated, in fa£t, to fucceed 
with a fine lady, as the moft celebrated of his 
-countrymen. ^ 

Being left defignedly alone with Mils Lambton 

after tea time, he began in a very fenfible and 

polite manner to make a declaration of his fentl- 

ments ; but had fcarcely uttered a fcQtence, when 

the young lady interrupted him, and begged his 

attention for a few words ; he made a low bow ; 

-and Ihe addrefled him to the following purport: 

*• I am/but too apprehenfive. Sir, on what account 

••* I am honoured with this vifit; my father, this 

*• morning, made me acquainted with your par- 

** tiality in my favour; and, to be candid, from 

' •* the little I have fecn of you, I do not know a man 

«* in the world, was my heart difengaged, wha 

**' fhould fooner command a place in my efteem: 

•* But, Sir, it is impoi&ble for me ever to return 

' •• your fentiments as you could wifh ; my affec- 

'*< tions have for a corifiderable time been engfofled 

' ** by a gentleman whom I have been many years 

'** acquainted with; and I (bould think it an un- 

'** pardonable injury to his tendernefs, as well as 

•** to your worth, was I to keep this circumftance 

'** a mooicnt from your kiiowledge, after you have 

L 5 « iodicatcd 
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^ indicated tbe finaUeft degree of » particulso^ 
•< rclpea.*' 

It is eafy to gueCi Mr. Butfoi's aftoHifliinenr 
during diis fpeecfa ^ he bhUhed exceffively, plaj^- 
with his. ruffles, and gave no other interruptioH 
thaA a Madam or two, pronounced with the 
'ftronged enphafis Of furprize : Mifs Lambcda 
ifiizing the opportunity which his filence afforded, 
thought it beft to difemborem.her£elf entirely, and 
thus went oa: 

<< From the opinion which* 1 entertain of your 
^ generofity, Mr. Butler, I flatter myfelf you will 
<* not ufe niy father's authority, to tear- me from 
^< the only man I ever can.be happy with.; nor 
*< make any attempts to gain a. hand, which, on- 
^* account of my prior attachment, can never he- 
** worthy of yours. Let me conjure you, therefore, 
^^ dear Sir, to decline your addreffes y. and if you 
^ can have the additional gpodnefs to give fuch a 
*' meafure any motive but this declaration ; through 
<* my whole life I ihall be bound to wifh you that 
^* felicity with fome more deferving woman, which 
^ it is utterly impoffihle you. ihould ever enj(^ 
•< with me.*' 

I WILL not trefpafs upon the: reader'a patience 
with an account of what further paflfed upon this 
occafion : fuffice it, however,., that Mr. Butler 
not only difcontinued his addreffes from that 
minute, but interefted. himfelf fo efieSually in 
favour of Mifs Lambton, and her lover Mr. 
S£;mour9 that old Mr. Lambton gave his confent 

to> 
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40 their marriage, and Mr. Butler himfelf flood 
godfather to a fine boy about ten months after. 

In the cdurfe of a few years, Mr. Seymour, by 
Ibme lucky hits, accumulated a prodigious for* 
tune and died, leaving the fum of thirty thoufand 
pounds at the fole difpofal of his laJy ; the refl he 
divided among his children. Mrs. Seymour, whqfe 
uSe&ion for her hufband was uncommonly tender, 
did not long furvive (6 great a lofs ; fhe.fell into 
a languifbing diforder that carried her off in about 
eighteen months, univerfally regretted by aH who 
had thepleafure of her acquaintance: a little before 
her deceafe, however^ ihe made a flri£l enquiry 
after Mr. Butler, of whom fhe had not heard a 
fyilable for the fpace of feven years ; ihe at lafi 
found out that he had retired to the fouth of France 
upon an annuity of a hundred pounds, his fine 
eflate having been entirely deftroyed, chiefly 
through the perfidy of his younger brother, for 
whom he had been bound in immenfe fums, and 
feveral inefFedual fchemes to retrieve the ihattered 
fituation of his aiFairs. 

The generous heart of Mrar. Seymour over- 
flowed with pity at his diflrefs ; his exalted conduA 
in relation to her and Mr. Seymour, ruflied at 
once upon her recollection, and in her will, which 
Ihe ordered to be made without delay, ihe inferted 
this particular claufe with her her own hand : ^^ I 
^ give and bequeath to the Hon. Charles Butler, 
^ the film of ten thoufand pounds, on account of 
^ hift great generofity ia wididrawing his addrefTes 

•• wheiv 
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** when I was unmarried, and ufing his good offices 
>* towards my cfnion with my dear Mr. Seymour.'* 
This legacy was paid immediately after Mrs. 
Seymour's deeeafe, and the ftory was laft mght 
:toI<i me by a gentleman of undoubted veracity^ 
^ho received it himfelf from Mr. Butler. 

Numb. LIII. Saturday^ February 5. 
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r# /£« B A B l. £ R. 

SIR, 
S you have kindly taken the poor Wooien 



A 



under your protection, give me leave to com- 
plain^ through your much<-admired paper, of two 

. young fellows, relations of my own indeed, who^ 
conttantly vifit at our houfjb : > the firft. Sir, is a 
Templar, lately called to the bar, M'ho thinks 
the eflence of every thing, either amiable or po- 
lite, is entirely confined to his profeffion, and h 
continually teazing us with pleas, replications, 
jrejqinders, and demurrers : The other is poilefled 

V of an independant fortune, and is what the un-- 
thinking part of the world calls a man of the towo» 
a perfon of great humour^ and a keen fenilble fel- 

low. 

As there are three or four girls of us generally 

. together, vsA both Mr. Brief and Mr. Brazen are 

men of prefefled gallantry, tkey are always fureof 

joining us: |t th^.tea-.tablfit tonoisd^e the beft. dlf- 

play 
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play of their rcfpeftivc abilities : yet, inftead of 
convcrfing upon thofe topics, which we can chear* 
fully join in^ they talk continually on thofe fubje£b 
which are either totally impoffible or utterly im- 
proper for us to underftand* My coufin Brief retails 
all the caufes that are determined in Weftminfler- 
hall, with the moft infufFerable minutenefs and 
iniipidity; and, after he has taken up our atten- 
tion for two hours together, looks round with an 
-air of fuch prodigious importance, that I have been 
often more provoked at this confequential demand 
of our approbation for fatiguing us with his im- 
' pertinence, than even with the impertinence it-* 
felf, though nothing can be fo difgufting,' con* 
^ temptible, and abfurd. 

But what, if poffible, aggravates the errdr 
in this worthy coufm of mine, is a cuftom which 
he has of putting cafes to us, and afking us the 
meaning of Subpaena, Latitat, Capias, Certiorari, 
and a thoufand other technical terms in the law^ 
which he coniiders as matters of the greateft im« 
portance ; and then. Sir, when he has entirely 
nonplufled us, you would laugh to fee how he 
plumes himfelf upon the triumph he has acquired, 
and with how figniiicant a wink he looks round 
on his friend Mr. Brazen, as much as to bid him 
obferve what a defpicable figure he has made of 
the fooliih giddy-headed girls of the company. 

Mr. Brazen does not indeed take Mr. Brief's 
method of deftroying our patience, or infulting 

pur underftaading^, with what we cannot compne-> 

hend j; 
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' hend; for, on the contrary. Sir, he piques hint* 
felf upon being a remarkably plain fpeaker, anff 
will not hefitate to pronounce the moft apparent 
indelicacies in the moft ciFenfive words : he lodes 
upon it as franknefs to be grofs, and thinks it af 
certain (ign of wit to be unpardonably rude an^ 
unmannerly. He told my fifter Sally, no later 
than yefterday, that (he was an ignorant little 
puis } and when I took him up for the familiarity^ 
laughed diredly ia my face, and faid I had a pro- 

' digious deal of impoderrce. Then, Sir, he fwears 

. fo horridly, he, terrifies us to death ; and fcarcely 
mentions any thing without one of thefe fhpcking 
execrations. From an opinion that indelicacy is- 
a fign of great fenfe, and a belief that it is very 
fpirited to be blafphemous, he is continually (hew- 
ing his parts at the expence of common decency,, 
and always making a parade, of his courage, by 
flying in the face of bis God ! Many is the time. 
Sir, he has fent me finking with fhame out of the 

. room, and made me fhudder with the eafneft pro* 
nounciation of fome new-inrented oath, which he 
has picked up in the licentious* circle of his mifer* 
able acquaintance. 

I AM the more concerned^ Mr. Babler, for this 
culpable condu£l in my two coufins, becaufe they 

* are both very honefl, well-meaning, young fellows,, 
and are far from being deflitute either of real be- 
nevolence or true genierofity. I wifh, therefore. 
Sir, you would tell them that nothing can be a. 

(I^reater infult to a woma&'s uadcrftatidmg, than to ^ 

cooverfcp 
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converfe with her about matters with which it i$ 
impoflible (he fhould be acquainted ; and that no« 
thing can be a grofler affront ta the re£litude of 
her heart, than the iliberaT pTadltce of thofe inde- 
cencies and execrations which are gefieralty con- 
fined ta the mod profligate of her fex» 

I AM far» very far, Mr. Babler, from pveacfaing 
itp^ an unneceilary precifenefs or feverity of behavi- 
eur^ on the contrary, I think freedom,- while it 
is confined within the limits of good-breeding, one 
of the mofl amiable effentials to the pleafure of 
every rational company : But, Sir, where this free- 
dom infringes (b far upon the bounds of politenefi, 
•that a woman is either treated as an idiot, or (bme- 
thing infinitely worfe ; that moment I think the 
man is entitled to the heavieft cenfure, who forgets 
the dignity of her fex, and afts as if ihe was utter- 
ly unworthy either of fenfible converfe, or common 
civility. 

. You men^ Mr. Babler, are in general very fe- 
vere upon the women ; yoa laugh at us for talking 
about our caps, our ribbands, or our lap-dogs s I 
would advife your lordly fex, however,' to look at~ 
home ; and before they think of plucking the mote 
out of our eyes, to be pretty certaia there are no 
beams in their own. 

Your^j &c». 

AMANDA* 



N V MB* 
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Numb. LIV. Saturday^ February 12. 

m^mmm^ i i ■ i — ■ » ■ ■ i ■ i< 

AS my fair correipondcnt Ainandsi^s letter, 
inferted in my laft paper, has given, I am 
told, a general rattsFafkion, it will not, I hope, be 
difagrceable to my readers, if I refumc the fub^ 
jcil, efpectally as I want to introduce a little jout- 
' nal to their obfervation, which was lately prefent- 
•ed to me with the papers of a deceafed man of 
* qiiality, who was unhappily a roan of gallantry 
alfo ; and indulged a licentioufnefs of thinking, in 
fome cafes, that refle£led no great honour either 
upon his humanity or underftanding. 

I HAVE frequently remarked what a degree of 
nicety is requifite in the education of young wo- 
men ; and delivered it as my opinion, that thofe 
parents were very fortunate, who, from the fex of 
their children, bad none of the various confe- 
' quenccs to apprehend, which the leaf! indifcretion 
in the ladies ts conftantly fure of bringing on a fa- 
mily. I have faid that the fame levity of coHduft 
' which would fteep a woman in the grofieft lees of 
infamy, is entirely over looked, if not publicly 
approved, in a man ; and that the mere circum- 
ftance of fex gives him a kind of privilege to 
pradlife a number of irregularities, that would 
render an uncultivated female the fcandal of fociety. 
But at the fame time tl)at the depravity of cuftom 
has given thb unhappy fuperiority to the men ; at 
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the time that our lordly fex is invefted by the world 
with a prefcriptive title of violating the moft facred 
of the divine ordinances, neither reafon nor religi- 
on has given us the lead exemption from undergo- 
ing that dreadful exacninatiop in another life, which 
is fo fatally difregarded in this. When we fee th^ 
ttioft triumphant libertine in his moments of illnefs, 
or his hours of reflexion, it is then we find that this 
boafted right of doing wrong is nothing more than 
a glittering gewgaw that leads us into a certain de- 
ftru6tion, and ought to be lamented as the greateft. 
of all misfortunes, inftead of being confidered zs 
a matter of confolation, or looked upon with aa 
eye of appetite or joy. To fpeak in the language 
"of the poet ; ^ 

' When we behold him languidly oppreft 

On death's pale couch all ghaftiyiud decHn'd 
. Or dragM before the godhead of his breaft. 
And damn'd to all the hdls within his mind ; 

*Ti8 then th' intriafic nothingnefs of fame. 
In all it's pomp of emptinefs ihall riie. 

Teach wifdom's cheek to redden at a siame^ 
And virtueV:bc^ to furrow and deQ^ife, 

Highly foever as the round of mafculine errors 
may be envied by the ignorant, or coyeted by the 
profligate, I a(k the greateft libertine exifting, who 
is npt utterly deflitute of common underfl:anding» 
how he would, upon a cool confideration, cboofe 
to be thought the author of the following journal ; 
though I (hall give him a bit of encouragement 

into 
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into the bargain, which is, that few people in the 
gay world were ever better received than the perfbn 
who wrote it : 

7U JOURNAL of « LIBERTINE. 

^ FOR fear any thing, of eonfequejice fliould 
efcape my memory, fat down January the 17 th, 
1744, to make a journaJ of all my adventures'^— • 
Paid a debt of 500I. to Lord Worthlefs, which I 
loft upon betting my mother's life againft his bay 
gelding's, the old harridan having gone oflFlaft week 
with an afthma. 

Memorandum •— to make my diiFerent tradeC> 
men abate a regulated proportion from each of 
their bills, till the forgoing fum is reimburfed. , 

Turned off my houfeke^per Jenkins, for her 
infolence in refenting feme innocent liberties which 
I cafually took with her daughter* 

Sent a letter to my friend Hilman's wife, mak* 
ing an appointment — bleft with an anfwer to my 
wifli — dreft for the purpofe — uneafy— Hilman fav- 
ed my life once in the country, and broke his own 
arm in the attempt — lent me fevetal coniiderable 
fums of money— and Ihewed me feveral important 
aAs of friendfhip — cruel to diihonour him—- the 
glory of the aftion irrefiftable — my fcruples laid 
afide— >a chair at the door. 

- Met Mrs. Hilman — ^happy— hinted it that very 
'evening at the coffce-houfe — z challenge from the 
hulband three days after — difarmed in Hyde Park— 
alk pardon— <:urfedly down in the mou(h— 

Ax 
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At the chapel royal Eafter Sunday — faw a iui^ 
young girl, about fixteen, in one of the ifies •— 
ordered Will to dog her home-— found (he was a 
hofier's daughter near the Strand — made Will 
watch for an opportunity of flipping a note into her 
band in the Park— ^-fucceeded onThurfday — ihe and 
a relation drink tt» with me at a millener's near 
Covent Garden next Sunday evening* 

Monday morning ~»lafi night detained Folly 
Homefpun from her family — prevailed upon her to 
go into a private lodging— Wcdnefday Polly ad- 
vertifed — - hear that her father in a fit of difpair 
makes away with himfelf on Saturday morning-<* 
vexed— 

May 25th — ^heartily tired of Polly— ordered 
Will to pay off her lodgings, to give her a couple 
of guineas, and to tell her I had no more bufinefs for 
her — fhall fet out for the country to-morrow 

morning--- 

June 3 — in the country — horfe- whipped Far- 
nier Harrow for paffing me without taking off hi$ 
hat — 6th — caught his fon Dick ihootingat a mark 
inear the road fide, and took hia gun under a pre* 
tence that he was going to poach in my manor— 

loth — Ordered Rack my fteward to tlnrow 
the fellow that keet>s the crofs inn into goal — the 
rafcal having the impudence to think an accidental 
fire which burned down his fiables, was a fuiEcient 
reafon fbr me to excufe him a yearns rent— 

nth — ^Thb inn-keeper's wife came with a peti- 
tion—a likely black wholefome looking woman, 

•f 
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W about eight and twenty — fpoke kindly to her^ 
and offered, upon certain conditions, to give her 
Iiufband time for paying the money — refufed with 
difdain — the infolent hufley turned out of doors, 
and Rack ordered to proceed againft the fellow di- 
redly. 

I2th — The inn- keeper in jail — a letter from the 
man where Polly Homefpun lodged, telling me 
that (he had been melancholy for a few days, and 
'the evening before bad thrown herfelf into Rofo- 
mond's.pond, where flxe was drowned— curft the 
puppy^s impertinence for troubling me about the 
matter, and fent him half a guinea towards defray- 
ing her funeral charges — ^" 

For the honour of human nature I fhall &op 
here ; the remainder of the journal is nothing but 
a repetition of cruelty and luft 5 I hope among npy 
readers there is no partof the foregoing memoran- 
dums which can be applicable to tbemfelves : if a 
Bmilitude fliould be found to any of their acquaint- 
ance, let not the privilege of the fex a moment 
extenuate the bafenefs of the man, but let eveqf 
iody exclaim in the language of Horace, 

Hicnigerifi^ hmciu Rimam caviU* 
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N u M B*. LV.. Saturday^ February i-g*. 

—1—^ ■ I I ■ ■ ■ ■ I W ■'■■ Ii " I — — ■— f»!fwAM«W^i^lMPPP^<^y 

» • 

To the B A B L E R. 
'SIR, 

IH E R E fend you a remark or two upon a, very 
celebrated performance, which in it$ particular 
walk of genius, ha$ been mentioned as a mafter- 
piece ; and pofSbly produced more imitators than 
any other poem in^this age and kingdom ; I need 
fcarcely tell you, Mr. Babler, that this piece is, 
*' Gray's elegy in a country church-yard :'* A piece. 
Sir, which though I much admire, I can by no 
means imagine to be fo extremely perfeft a work, 
as it has been generally confidered; and the fol- 
lowing are fome of the reafons why I differ from 
the public opinion in this refpeft : 

The very firft line, Sir, which begins this elegy, 
is pn unfuccefsful attempt at metaphor, palpably 
repugnant to the rules of poetry and univerfal ex« 
perience. 

Thc Curfeu tolls the knell of parting day. 

Visibly alluding to the ringing »of a bell at 
the death of fome*body. The author (bould have 
recolle£te;id, . however* that this bell is never rung 
till fomebo4y is adtually. dead ; and. that therefore, 
the term parting is confequently afalfe metaphor; 
had he f<ad indeed, that 

The Curfta. tolls the knell of parHdMy^ 

There 
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There could be fio poiEbilitjr of objeflion, bu^ 
parting is every whit as incongruous here as it 
would be in real life to toll a paffing bell for a 
man, before be had pofitively given up the ghoft. 
In the courfe of the reflefUve part, we come to 
the following ftanzas : 

Perhaps in this negleded (pot is laid. 

Some heart once pregnant with cosJeOdal £re; 

Hands which the reigns of empire might have fwa/d^ 
And wak'd to exftacy> the living lyre. ^ 

Sat knowledge to their eyes her ample page. 
Rich with the fpoils of time did ne'er unrol. 

Chill Penury reprefs'd their noble rage. 
And froze the genial current of their foul. 

Fall many a gem of poreil ray ferene. 
The deep unfathom'd caves of ocean bear> 

Poll many a flow'r is born to blaih unfeen. 
And wafte it's fweetnefs in the defert air. 

Some village Hampden, whowith dauntlefs breaA| 
The little tyrants of, his fields i^thftood ; 

Some mute inglorious Milton here may reft ; 
Some Cromwell guiltlefs of his country's blood. 

You fee, Mr. Babler, notwithftanding both 
the thought and verfification in thofe ftanzas are 
extremely beautiful, yet there is a lapfe of no tri* 
'fliiig nature in the execution. The author in the 
very moment that he intended to lafh Cromwell 
with the greateft feverity, introduces him in the 
£mie company with Hampden and Milton, the ob* 
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jeSts of his higheft admiration ; and laments ia 

the fame introduAory paiTage, that 
Chill Penury reprefied his nohle rage. 
And froze the genial current of his fouL 

It is odd that a noble rage fhould ever be a 
gusby one, and fomewhat furprizing, that a perfon 
of our author's extenfive abilities, could find no 
happier mode of conveying his cenfure and his ap« 
plaufe : indeed in the tv^o fubfequent flanzas, he 
has endeavoured to explain himfelf a little ; but as 
Lady Townly aptly exprefles it, it is nothing more 
than darning an old ruffle to make it the worfe for 
mending. 

Th' applaufe of lifl'ning fenates to command 
The threats of pain and ruin to defpife» 

To fcatter plenty o'er a fmiling land. 
And read their hift'ry in a nation's ^yts. 

Their lot forbad ; nor drcumfcrib'd alo;ie 

Their growing virtues ; but their crimes confined. 

Forbad to wade through flaughter to a throne. 
And ihttt the gates of mercy on mankind— 

Here, Mr. Babler, in the fecond line of the laft 
ftanza, Cromwell is allowed his (hare of virtue as 
well as Hampden or Milton ; and they^ in the pro- 
ftoun plural their, are dragged in for their (hare of 
vices as well as that celebrated ufurper : fo that 
upon the whole, though we guefs the author's 
meaning well enough, the flanzas are neverthelefs 
a ftrange huddle of inconfiftency, and not a little 
injurious to the perfpicuity of their elegant author* 

la 
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, Jn the epitaph we are told, 
Htrt refts his head upon the lap of etfth, 

A yoath to fortane and to fame unknown. 
Fair fcience frown'd not on his humble birth 

And melancholy mark*d him for her own.— « 
Now for my own part, I can by no means fee 
any merit in being marked out by melancholy for 
her own, though the conjunction *' Jnd^** at the 
beginning of the laft line Teems to hint pretty 
ftrongly, that melancholy is a neceiTary concomit--. 
ant of fcience. I (hall be bold enough to z&nn^ 
that if the word " But" was fubftituted for '« Jndj'* 
the reading would be much improved, and occa- 
fion a much ftronger idea of tendernefs, than what 
can poiEbly be excited by the prefent word. The 
Epitaph was written on parpofe.to fpread a tender- 
nefs through the mind of the reader ; but the word 
<^ Andy* making it as I faid before, a matter of 
merit to be melancholy, the pafiage naturally fails 
of it's intended efFe£l ; whereas had it been thus, 

<' Fair fcience frown'd not on his humble birth, 
. <* But melancholy mark'd him for her own," 

We* (hould have then lamented, that a worthy 
youth, enriched with the gifts of fcience, had the 
fmalleft reafon for defpondency, and ihed a gen^-^ 
rous tear in fympathy with his misfortunes. 

The laft Aanza, in my opinion, is either extreme* , 
ly perplexed, or extremely indefenfible. 

. No fatther feek his merits to difclofe. 

Nor. draw his frailties from their dread abode» 
(There they alike in trembling hope repofe) 
The bofom of his Father and his God. 

This 
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This ftanza/ if it has any meaning ^t all, caii 
mean nothing but this : ** That it is improper tq 
** examine either the merits or frailties of the per- 
** fon deceafed, fince they are both alike repofed 
** in one dread abode, the bofom of his father and 
•* his God." This is the hrft time I ever heard 
of a human creature making the bofom of his 
Deity a repofitory for his errors ; and in the pre-? 
fent cafe, I think the fault ftill more inexcufable, 
becaufe the violence offered to reafon and religion, 
has no vi^ay affifted the poetry, this being perhaps 
as lame^a pafTage as any in the whole piece. 

From -the foregoing curfory hints which I have 

thrown out with no ill-natured defign, Mr. Bab- 

ler, I hope your readers v(rill fee, there is a poiSbi- 

lity of difcovering motes in the fun, and be a little 

cautious for the future, how they mention any ' 

thing as the criterion of merit, without firft of all 

making a candid enquiry, to fee whether it has not 

feme imperfe(5lions. 

Your*s, 

MisEkY Mustard, 
N u M B^. LVI- Saturday^ February ^t. 

MY nephew Harry called on me this morning, 
and mentioned one of my papers which was 
prodigioufly commended by feveral of his acquaint- 
ance, particularly by Mifs Cornelia Marchmont; 
who defired him, in very ftrong terms, to give me her 
V o L» L M compliments 
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compliments for the mafterly rules which I had 
there laid down for the fervice of the ladies. I 
don't known how it was, but I received a confi- 
derable fliarc of fatisfaftion from this compliment. 
Mifs Marchmont is a young lady of twenty- one, 
miftrefs x)f every polite accomplifliment, and every 
fhining virtue j and carries in an exquifite fweetnefs 
of countenance, the mod expreffive indications of 
her fine underftanding, and her excellent heart. 
My young rogue has, I fancy a month's mind to 
her } and if I am at all acquainted with the lan- 
guage of the eyes, Cornelia is no way difpleafed 
at that circumftance. Harry as yet has told me 
nothing, but I believe it will be a match ; if it 
fbould, I intend taking up my refidence with them 
for the remaind<^r of my days, and fliall leave my 
little all to them and their children. 

The reader may poffibly fufpea, that I am 
more than commonly fenfible of this young lady's 
merit, through a principle of vanity for the flat- 
tering encomium with which fte has favoured 
my produflions. 1 &all candidly acknowledge 
that it made me fomewhat vain, but I hope I (hall 
be alfo believed, when I fay, her complaifance no 
v,ay enhanced my opinion of her accompl.fliments : 
and now I am talking of vanity, I cannot help 
obferving, how univerfally fubjcft the human mmd 
is to the attacks of this dangerous enemy; for my 
own pr-rt, though an old fellow, when I have 
written any thing which I conceive may be ufeful, 
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or done any thing which I fancy may be praife 
worthy, I ftrut alone in my ftudy with a degree 
of confequence fcarcely credible 5 till recolleding 
how ridiculous a figure I make in the .eye of my 
own examination, I blufli at my fclf-fuiHcienc, and 
immediately turn diy thoughts upon fome- objedt 
which can be confidered with a greater fliare of 
credit, both to my modefty and my underftanding, 
—-But to return — 

In the courfe of Harry's converfation with me, 
he faid, that Mifs Marchmont had given him a 
letter for the ufe of the Babler, which fhe re- 
queued might be inferted in the prefent number. 
This letter, fays Harry, fhe lately wrote in 
anfwer to a very paffionate epiftle from a young 
fellow who ha^ a company in the guards ; and 
who, thinking her to be like the generality of the 
fex, imagined a few fine expreffions and a red coat 
were fufficient to render her Infenfible to all the 
duties which (he owed to herfelf and her family. 



To Colonel 
" S I R, 



it 



T HAVE juft this moment received a letter 
from you in fo very extraordinary a ftile, that 
" fliould I hefitate an inftant to anfwer it, the in-, 
*' tegrlty of my own heart might be called into 
" queftion, or I might at Icaft be fuppofed in- 
** clinable to encourage your wifhes, by the ap- 
'^pearance of a tacit approbation:, to prev.ent the 

M 2 '' poffibiJity 
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^^ poffibillcy of this alternative, I muft take the 
** liberty of examining your fentiments pretty 
<' clofdy ; and I flatter myfelf, that for your own 
^^ fakes you will pay feme little attention to the 
** following arguments, lightly foever as you might 
*< be led to coiriider them through any folicitude 
*« for mine/* 

** You fet out with faying, how tender an 
<' afFe£lion you have conceived for me, and what. 
*' a very high opinion you entertain both of tny 
«' heart and my undcrftanding : — Upon my word> 
*' Sir, you have an uncommon (hare ofpenetration> 
*^ for you were never in my company above half 
^^ an hour in your days, and during that time you 
*^ yourfelf made fo confpicuous a figure in the con- 
•• verfation, that I had not an opportunity of fay- 
*' ing twenty fyllables : to be fure your fubfequent 
*' entreaty is rather unhappy^ when my amazing. 
<* qualifications come to be confidered ; for the 
*^ proof you defire me to give of a good difpofition, 
** is to violate all the dignity and decorum of my 
«* fex, by entering into a correfpondence with an 
*^ abfolute ftranger ; and the teftimony you want 
*« of my good fenfe, is to keep your delicate de- 
** claration of love from the knowledge of the 
** only people in the world to whom it ought to be- 
«* fiift of all revealed — my father and the reft of 
** my family.'* 

*' In the name of wonder, Sir, who are you, 
** that you (bould prefume to think me capable 
^^ either of fuch a meanneis or fucb an abfurdity. 

** What 
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*' What mighty merit are you pofTefled of, that 
♦* you (hould imagine half a dozen lines are pow- 
J^' erful enough to deftrby all the principles which 
*' I have been imbibing for the courfe of a whole 
** life; or what extraordinary obligations have 
** you conferred upon me, that I muft, in an inftant, 
** facrifice my own peace, and the tranquility of 
*** my family, for no other end, but that of grati- 
*' fying your inclinations ?" 

*' O BUT you love me> and therefore gratitude 
'•* fhould oblige "me to return you a favourable an- 
*• fwer : admitting the poflibility even of fuch a 
** circumftance j pray, Sir, let me a(k you for whofe 
'*' fake do you love me, mine or your own ? If it be 
" for your own, of courfe I am under no manner 
'* of obligation : and if it fliould turn out, as I am 
** very much inclined to believe, that you do not 
** love me, can thefe fine fpeeches of yours, do 
** you imagine, proteft you from my honeft in- 
*' dignatioji and contempt? Surely, Jf your pre- 
** tenfions were of a nature that merited any body's 
** encouragement, there xrouW be iro occafton for 
** this fmifter method of urging them. But I fee 
" through your ridiculous drift. Sir; you are po- 
" fitive that your fulfome declaration of a pafSon^ 
** will charm me into an utter difregard for the 
" fentiments of honour and filial afFedlion ; and 
" render my confummate wifdomfhip totally in- 
*' capable of afling with the leaft degree of pru- 
*' dence or common underftanding.** 

M 3 «< O BUT 
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** BUT you mean honourably, and afpire at 

** the happinefs of my band ! a pretty nriethod you 

*' take- indeed of foliciting my good opinion, by 

" fuppofing me not only an undutiful daughter, 

*' but an abfolute fool : be affured, Sir, if I evet 

'* alter my condition, a father's approbation muft 

** firft of all countenance my choice; and a perfcdt 

*' acquaintance with my lover's temper and prin- 

** ciples confirm it. But to put an end at once 

*' to your folicitations, give me leave to inform 

*' you, that it is by my father's cpmmand I write 

*' this letter ; and that the difingenuous part you 

*' have afled on the prefent occafion, renders it 

** utterly impoflible for you ever to obtain a favour- 

** able fcntiment cither from him or from 

" Cornelia Marchmont." 

I SHALL make no comment on this letter, but 
recommend the example to the imitation of thofe 
among my fair readers, who (hall ever be in the 
fame circumftances with the amiable writer. 



Numb. LVII. Saturday^ March 5. 

V 

I WAS fitting at home the other morning; 
ruminating on a fubje£l for my next paper, 
when the penny-poft-man rapped at the door, and 
gave Thomas the following epiftle, which I here 
prefent to the reader * without the -alteration of a 
fyllable : 
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To the B-A B L E R. 
SIR, 

T A M a conftant rea'der of your paper, and am 
very oft.en entertained with ttie eafy and familiar 
manner in whicK, to ufe my lord Bacon's ex- 
prefSon, ** you bring home things to men's bufinefs 
** and bofoms." Some time ago I remember my- 
felf particularly ftruck with the journal of a liber- 
tine, and thought it an excellent way of laftiing 
the vices of our men of gaillantry, who claim an 
indifputable right of dcftroying the happinefs of 
every family into which they are admitted. The 
mode of journalizing brought to my remembrance 
a little paper which I had written myfelf about 
feven years ago, and called the ''journal of an au- 
** thoT." At that time, Mr. Babler, fome youthful 
indifcreiions deprived ipe of a father's proteftipn, 
and I was reduced to the moft miferable of all 
diftrefles, that of writing for bread ; but whether 
I had too much pride or too little merit, or both, 
I (ball not take upon me to fay ; but my fituation 
afFe£led me fo much, that I once drew up the fol- 
lowing ftate of it for a week, and thought of in- 
ferting it in a magazine with which I happened 
to be conne£ted. The printer, however, refufed 
it a place, -and my father becoming reconciled to 
me in a little time after, it has fince lain by, and 
is now at your fervice for publication, 

M 4 Monday 
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Monday mornrng — rofe at fcven to write an 
eaftern tale againft eight — iinifhed it in time, but 
going down ftairs, the maid who came up to light 
the fire, thruft it in the griate, and confumed what 
was to maintain me for the whole-day — being net- 
tled, I fpoke in pretty fcvere terms about her neg- 
ligence, when unluckily, her miftrefs, who hap- 
pened to be coming up ftairs, told me, I (hould 
wake Mr. Fuftian, the a£lor, who lived in the two 
pair of ftairs room under me ; and defired I would 
think of getting her fome money, for I was no left 
than a fortnight in arrear — filenced— and fat down 
to perform my taflc a fecond time," but the printer 
coming for copy, and being chagrined at the dif- 
appointment, fome words enfued between us, and 
he fwore to look out dire£lly for another hand. 

Three o'clock — too proud to make an apology 
to Mr, Type — I fauntered to the Park, and ac- 
cidentally fell into chat with a young fellow on 
one of the feats — in the courfe of the converfa- 
tion, I learned that he was a writer too — fo guef- 
fing his bufinefs in the Park to be much the fame 
with my own —I took my leave of him for fear of 
entering into any difagreeable explanation in regard 
to circi^mftances -^ eight o'clok, got fixpence upon 
my clean fliirt at the pawnbroker's -^ and dined 
upon a mutton chop and a pint of been at the 
Black Lyon inRuffel-ftreet — An unexpeded mis- 
fortune — upon coming to pay my reckoning, found 
^the fix-pence had flipped through a hole in my 
pocket, which I had never before difcovered — in 

the 
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the uttnoft confufion — infulted before the whole 
company by the waiter, with the aggravating cir- 
cumftance of hearing feveral infamous jefts upon 
my black coat— relieved at laft by the humanity o^ 
the landlord, who happened to overhear the mat- 
terr — threatened to. turn ; the waiter off for his info- 
lence— and calling me oiit of the room— ^flipped 
half a guinea in my hand — but when I was going 
about to thank him, turned away, and pulling out 
his handkerchief, complained of very fore eyes. 

TtTESDAY paid my landlady three (hillings for 
her fortnight's lodging — ^ redeemed my (hirt — and 
bought a pair of breeches for three and fix-pence, 
at a cellar in Monmouth-ftreet — lived very com* 
fortably on eighteen- pence this day and the fol- 
lowing. 

Thursday — called upon by a printer, who 
wanted me to write fomething on the plan of Cle- 
lands Mulier Voluptatis — afluring me, it would 
have a prodigious fale — declined his offer — talked 
to about afSfting in a commentary on the Bible, 
and offered five (hillings a week for every number 
of my notes — accepted the propofal — having no 
other profpedl of exiftence — proceeded immediate- 
ly on the tafk — and fini(hed a number, to my un- 
fpeakable difgrace, in a night cellar that very even* 
ing. 

Friday — Mr. Compofe came for copy, and ih- 
fifted upon my taking a pint of purl wiih him at 
the cat and bagpipes — advanced me half a guinea 
upon account, and paffed his word to a civil well- 

'M 5 looking 
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looking man, one Mr. Heelpiece, with whom he 
happened to he in company, for a pair of ftioes— 
charm'd with his good-nature,! made hira a prefent 
of four odes, which he was kind enough to praife 
prodigioufly, and which I had afterwards the plea- 
fure of hearing he fold for a couple of guineas to 
a b3okfe]Ier in the Row. 

Saturday — ihvited to dine by my landlord, at 
the Black Lyon— infifted upon paying him his half 
guinea^but he had not yet got the better of his 
fore eyes — Being a tayh)r as. well as a ptublican, 
he took me up ftairs, . and made me a prefent of a 
handfome fuit of cl oaths — which he had made for 
me on purpofe — faying, wifh a carclefs air, when- 
ever you come -to a chariot, Mr. Spondee, it will 
be time enough to think of returning the compli- 
ment — my eyes exceffively fore at that inftant. 

Sunday — quite fmart — walked in the Park — 
and was applied to by feveral bookfeHers, who pro- 
bably judged of my abilities by my appearance — 
undertook bufinefs for feveral, and after got money 
enough to live decently, though with an aching 
heart. — The wives of fome would criticifeon my 
performances, and one good-natured lady who was 
fufpecSed of affifting her hufband in a certain re- 
view, would infift that I fhould fubmit my pieces 
to her correftion — ^ this was fo extremely irkfome, 
that I at laft determined to try my fortune in a dif- 
tant quarter of the world — when my father fent 
his fteward with the blifsful tidings of reconcilia- 
' tion to my lodgings, fince when I have entirely 

dropped 
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dropped my acquaintance with the mufes, and taken 
many an agreeable tour with my landlord of the 
Black Lyon in my own coach, to the different villas 
about this metropolis. I am/ Sir, your mod 
humble fervant, 

Sebastian Spondee. 

Numb. LVIII. Saturday^ March 12. 

GREATLY as the degeneracy of the prefent 
age may be talked of, or highly foever as we 
may imagine the people of antient times to farpafs 
us either in morality or underftanding ; I am ne- 
verthelefs perfectly fatisiied that there is as much 
good fenfe, and SfS much real virtue to be met 
with in our own days as ever was found in the days 
of our -forefathers, nptwithftanding the meritorious 
cobwebs of antiquity have happily concealed a 
number of their follies and their faults, and thrown 
a friendly veil of oblivion over no inconilderible 
{hare of their imperfedlions. 

The writers of the prefent times are not indeed 
burthened^ with the monilrous affedtation which 
was fo commonly met with among the philofophers 
of antiquity, and therefore^are probably held in a 
lefs confequential light, both with regard to their 
principles and their abilities -, this, however, it^ 
properly confidered, is one reafon why they may 
have a greater (hare of the latter, though it does 
not in the remoteft manner infmuate an inference 

M 6" f 
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of their being any way inferior in the firft* Many 
of the antient Sages owed the greateft part of their 
reputation to circumftances which would entitle a 
modern to a ^ark room and a trufs of ftraw, or 
excite the general contempt at lead againft his folly 
and impertinence : What would we think of a 
philofopher now^-a-days, if inftead of arguing the 
World by the force of found reafoning out of their 
vices and abfurdities, he ihould be in continual 
tears about the former, and in a perpetual fit ^of 
laughing at the laft ? What would we fay to any 
xinoralifl who would fearch the public ftreets at 
jnoon with a candle and lanthorn, and tell every 
body he met, that he was endeavouring to find an 
honefl man ? Or what would we fay to a Cynic> 
who by way of exhorting his countrymen againft 
the allurements of luxury^ would make ufe of no 
other perfuaftves than bidding a total adieu to every 
focial enjoyment, and taking up his refidenc^ in a 
tub ? 

The writers of a later date look with a jufl dis- 
dain upoii fuch defpicable inftances of aSeAation^ 
and do not addrefs themfelves to the weaknefs^ but 
to the underftanding of their countrymen: it i& 
not the paffions which they want to work upon^ 
but the underftanding which they want to con* 
vince ; and are infinitely more folicitous to efta^- 
blifb a refpe£lable opinion of their judgment and 
their integrity, than ambitious to purchafe an im^ 
mortality by the praSife of any illuflrious abfurdl* 
lyt which however it may dazzle a moment upon 

the 
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*nniagination» the cooler reflexions of reaibn 
^nilder with the moft infuperable contempt, 
^rom me to pluck the fmalldl bay from 
antiquity j I fincercly venerate many 
*^ed by feveral of the philofophers $ 
^ 'me I cannot be totally tnfenfible 

" of their times, or palpabljF 
our own : for this reafon I 
^zStcT of modern under* 
my opinion, that I think 
.ii the whole compafs of an*- 
^alTed Bacon and Newton, either 
.ait or importance of their works; znd 
. or I may incur the cenfure of claffical readers^ 
will go farther, and venture to aficrt, that Shake- 
fpear and Milton are poets of as much excellence 
as either Homer or Virgil ; and poffibly if the En- 
glish language was but half fo univerfally ftudied 
as the Greek or Latin, I (hould find thoufands 
isrho would not hefitate to give a more exalted 
forum of reputation to the two illuftrious moderns, 
than to the two celebrate4 names of antiquity, 
who have for fo many ages been confidered as a 
fort of ne plus ultra to human genius, in every 
per/brmance of a poetical tendency. 

Havimg faid thus much in defence of modern 
undera^nding, I iball fay a few words in fupport 
of modern virtue againft the heavy accufations of 
degeneracy, which fomc inconfiderate writers are 
but toa apt to Jay at bur door, and but too ready 
to faften on the credulity of the public. 

It 
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It muft be readily granted, that the hiftory of 
modern times affords fufficient- inftances of 
vices, which reduce human nature to the bafeft of 
all levels, and throw the blackeft ftigma not only 
upon the dignity, but upon the very name of man : 
yet if we take a review of more diftant ages, we 
(hall find equal examples of rapine, perjury, and 
blood : The civilized (tates of Greece produced 
as many fcenes of ambition, tyranny, and murder, 
as can poffibly be found among the moft barbarous 
nations; and the virtuous Romans themfelves, at • 
the very moment they were afFeiiling an uncom- 
mon fanflity of manners, were robbing all the 
world to inculcate maxims of juflice, and cutting 
whole nations to pieces, to teach them lelTons of 
benevolence and humanity. Greece had it's Phillip 
and it's Alexander, if France had her Louis the 
XlVth ; and Rome had her Caefar, if England had 
her Cromwell; fhe alfo has,2l Galigulaand a Nero 
to blacken everlaftingly upon her annals, if ours are 
ftigmatized with an arbitrary Charles, or a bi- 
gotted James : when I mention Louis the XlVth, 
I by no means defign to compare him with 
Philip or Alexander in any thing but his am- 
bition and his rapacity ; they are in every other 
refpe6l fo infinitely the more exalted murderers, 
that the fenfible reader will readily perceive in 
this refpeS, I intended a very limited parallel. 

Seeing therefore that the m.^ft -celebrated of 
|he antient eras cannot produce greater poets and 

philofophera 
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philofophers than what appears ppon the modern 

lift ; I fliould be glad to a(k what reafonable opinioa 

can be affigned for our fuppofed, depravity in un- 

derftanding ? And I fliould be alfo glad to know 

how the charge of a depravity in manners can be 

fupported, when upon a candid review of the an^ 

tidnt^ annals, they appear to be covered with at 

leaft an equal fliare of abfurdities and crimes : 

that the modern era is bad enough, we have too 

many lamentable teftimonies ; but there is ito ne- 

cefEty to aggravate either our weaknefs or our 

guilt, by making us worfe than former times, 

which wherever we examine, were, in the general, 

a compound of the greateft villains and the grofTeft 

fools. 

Numb. LIX. Saturday^ March 19; 

n ' ' ii».» I- III — ^— 1> 

WHEN ithe celebrated Voltaire was in Eng-. 
land, he paid a vifit to the famous Mr. 
Congreve, though he was utterly unacquainted 
with him, and with that happy violation of cere- 
mony which is the chara£lerifiic of elevated genius, 
introduced himfelf upon the mere account of their 
refpeft.ve literary reputations. The Englifliman 
was, however, difconcerted, and inftead of looking 
upon the franknefs of Voltaire's behaviour as the 
greateft compliment that could be paid him ; he 
faiJ, he would be glad of being vifited by Mr. 
Voltaire as a p-^ivate gentleman, but could not 
think of cultivating a friendfliip with any body, 

barely j' 
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barely on the account of being an author. The 
Frenchman, difgufted at this untimely inftance of 
affedation, turned upon his heel, and replied, with 
feverity, that had not Mr. Congreve been fome-* 
what more than a private gentleman, he never 
would have fufFered the trouble (^ that inter- 
view. 

The flighted furvey of mankind will convince 
a rational enquirer, that the generality of people 
are influenced by as injudicious a principle in their 
actions, as Mr. Congreve in the prefent circum- 
ftance. To avoid the imputation of one extre- 
mity, they infeniibly run into another ; and let the 
charafter be what it will which they are fearfut 
of incurring, an exceffive folicitude to avoid it, ex- 
pofes them frequently to one equally abfurd, and 
excites, while they imagine themfelves perfe£lly 
£bcure from ridicule or cenfure, the univerfal laugh 
or difefteem of their acquaintance. I am naturally 
led into thefe reflexions by a letter from a corref- 
pondent, whofe favours I fhall be always proud 
of receiving, and whofe good opinion I (hall always 
fiudy to deferve, while my leifure and my inclina- 
tion allow me to fcribble for the amufement of the 
public. 

To the B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

^ H O UG H the world fcldom holds any fet of 

people in a more ridiculous light than your 

pretty delicate race of beings, who are-unceafingly 

employed 
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employed in the decoration of tbeir f^erfons : yet 
for my own part, I think the eternal floven to the 
full as contemptible a chara^r as the coxcomb 
profefled ; nay, if poffible, I confider him as the 
worft of the two, fince though the latter may pro*- 
voice your mirth, he does not turn your ftomach ; 
and i$ at moft but an object of laughter, without 

' giving any occafion for diiguft. I lately fpent a 
few weeks near Whitehaven, in Cumberland, 
Mr. Babler, where I bad frequent opportunities of 
converfing with a very worthy Clergyman, who 
formerly was my fchool-mafter, and who has as 
good a heart and as clear an underftanding as any 
man in the kingdom. As we kept company on the 
moft unreferved terms of friendihip, my powdered 
bead of hair and white coat was a continual Sfource 
of entertainment to him ; and he would often 
call me a young coxcomb, if in walking through 
a wet field or a dirty road, I feemed to take the 
{inalleft pains about my ftockings, or exprefled 
a cafual wiih that I had not come abroad without 
my boots. A very trifling concern about the ac- 
cumulating fablenefs of a Ihirt, would procure me 
a ledture of half an hour, and a clean handkerchief 

~ once a day, was a piece of unpardonable foppery 
that . merited the difcipline of a horfewhip* In 
ihort. Sir, being barely decent in my externals, 
was fure of drawing an imputation upon the little 
{hare of underftanding I poftefs ; and in proportion 
as I was tolerably drefted,' I was certain of being 
told I had an intolerable degree of vanity. 

The 
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The good-humoured ' liberties thus taken with 
my appearance, I conftantly retorted upon my 
reverend friend for running into the moft difagree- 
able negligence imaginable. If my powdered head 
and fmooth chin afforded him a laughj I was no 
lefs merry with his antiquated grizzel- and long 
beard ; and for every farcafm thrown out againft 
my white cotton fiockings, I never failed to be 
witty on his coarfe yarn ones, which through an 
abfolute piece of afFedatioti, he continually wore 
half way about his heels. In this malnner we ufed 
to joke wb,en at a lofs for converfation ; and it ge- 
nerally proved a matter of no little entertainment 
to the honeft country people, to hear us rating one 
another fo heartily, 

Thjs perpetual negligem:e in the appearance 
of my worthy friend, very often led me to refleA 
upon the motive which could induce fo many 
people of excellent underftandings to be fo ex- ^ 
trem'ely regard lefs of their pcrfons j and I never 
could imagine bCit what it was fome flrangb kind of 
vanity, which in'gencral produced this unaccount- 
able flovenlinefs, notwithftanding to avoid every 
imputation of vanity, is the univerfal plea of all ^ 
the ilovens of my acquaintance : looking upon any 
remarkable attachment to drefs, as a proof of a 
weak mind, your men of fenfe affeft to be entirely 
above it j and willing to enhance their own ccn- 
fequence, by depending folely on the force of in- 
telle£lual merit, they run to ftudied indecencies of 
appearance j -and very often carry not only a dirty 

fliirt, 
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fliirt, but an unfavoury effluvia into the politeft 
companies. 

PKople of fenfe fliould, however, confider, that 
a cleanllnefs in dFefs is not a little conducive to 
health; and that it can be no derogatfon from 
their underftandings, to make ufe of an occafipnal 
bafon of water in the fcowering of |heir hands and 
face: all extremes are an imputation upon our judg- 
ments; and the beft proof which men of abilities 
can give of tlj^ir fuperior wifdom on ordinary oc- 
cafions, is to avoid the fmalleft appearance of fin- 
gularity. Wherever we fee men running into fin- 
gularities of any kind, we may fafely conclude^ 
that the judgment is not perfectly right; but when 
we fee thefe Angularities have a tendency only to 
occafion univerfal difgufl, we may be fatisfied, that 
whoeVer is guilty of them, is pofleficd of an un- 
common ihare of pride at the bottom ; and think$ 
that the' accomplifliments of his mind fufficiently 
attone for any egregious difregard of his perfon. 

EvBRY man owes fomething to the fatisfa<9ioii 
of his friends, notwithftanding fo many people ab- 
furdly imagine they are entirely formed for them- 
felves. A philofopher or a poet may challenge our 
admiration on the fcore of his abilities ; yet if he 
facrifices all confidcration to a decency in his ap- 
pearance, it b impoflible he fliouId ever be beloved* 
Converfe with him we may, but we can neither 
choofe to fit near him at table, nor pledge him out 
of the fame glafs ; and however we may defpife a 
coxcomb for his vanity and want of underftanding, 

w^ 
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we (hall be always inclined to give him the pre- 
ference to a notorious floven, both in every public 
place, and at every focial entertainment. 

1 am,* Sir, &c. 

Verax. 



Numb. LX. Saturday^ March 26. 



■T^ 



THOUGH no matt can be a greater ad- 
mirer of Englifh hofpitality than myfelf. I 
have neverthelefs been frequently offended at feeing 
this hofpitality carried to a ridiculous excefs ; and 
have always imagined where I faw the mafter of a 
houfe runffing into a large expence merely for the 
entertainment of two or three intimate friends, 
that he mufl entertain either a very improper opi« 
nion of himfelf, or a ftrange idea of his company. 
I DINED ycfterday with my old friend Ned 
Grumble, the council at Gray's-inn, with whom 
X went to fchool, and wlio notwithfianding the 
fmart air which an occa(ional queue wig gives him 
is at leaft eight and fifty, and ought to know a 
\\tt\t more of the world than what he manifefted 
in his entertainment. There were but three of us, 
Ned, Dr. Syftem the Naturalift, and myfelf, yet 
we had dinner enough from the tavern to fcrvc 
twenty, and fuch a profufion of luxuries, that the 
bare eatables muft at leaft have amounted to fix or 
ieven pounds. To be fure Ned is a man of fortune, 

and 
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and can afford to treat his friends very genteelly, 
but for my own part I never form my notions of 
gentility by the ftanda^d of extravagance. I don't 
love to fee money unneceffarily thrown away ; and 
always wKh that people of condition would apply 
the fuperfluities of their income either to the relief' 
of merit in diftrefs, or to thofc objecSs which muft 
prom9te the general welfare ol their country. 

As the various courfes came in, I obferved Ned. 
was fecretly pleafed with the air of furprize which 
I naturally put on^ and feemed to rife in his own 
opinion in proportion to the elegance of his table ; 
with a look of indifference he preffed the doctor 
and I to eat hearty ; and with a very ridiculous 
kind of an affedtgtion, himented that there was no- 
thing which we could poilibly like. He wiflied 
the dinner had beejfl to our taftes ; and with the 
long lift of cuftomary excufes which ufually pafs 
for good breeding in fecond-rate companies, he 
promifed the next time we fa^voured him with a 
vific, wc fhould be accommodated in a manner in- 
finitely more to our fatisfa6lion. 

When I returned home I could not help re- 
fleding on the pernicious prevalence of cuftoms in 
the generality of our convivial entertainments. The 
eternal endeavour at parade and magnificence, I' 
confiJered as the natural refult of vanity ; and 
, faw, that by much the princip.l part of the world, 
was confiderably more ftudious to arrogate the 
opinion of iheir own importance, than to promote 
tbe.ikcisiadion of their frieiids. Every di(h which 

was 
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was added to a table, I found was looked upon as 
an addition to the merit of the entertainer j and, 
he that was a clever fellow with a Turbot, was 
ilill cleverer if he could furnilh a John Dory, or 
provide any other article of luxury equally ex- 
penfive and unneceiTary. 

If, however, we examine this matter properly 
Vft fliall always find, that an excefs of preparation, 
inftead of being a real compliment, is nothing better 
than indirefl: offence; it is a tacit infinuation 
cither that our gueftsare not generaly ufed to fuch 
delicacies as we have provided for them, or that it 
is abfolutely neceffary to bribe the depravity of 
their pallates, when we would defire the favour of 
their company. The grear art of entertaining 
with elegance is to entertaiiji with reafon. To do 
this we muft confult the nature of our circum- 
flances, and the rank cf our friends. If the 
firft are narrow, we expofe ourfelves to the fe- 
vereft cenfure as well as the keeneft ridicule, by 
aping the luxurious abundance of a Lord Mayor's 
table; and let the latter be what will, we 
Should endeavour to treat them after the cuftomary 
manner in which they treat themfelves in their 
own families. For this reafon we Ihould never 
infult a poor man with all the magnificence of 
fifty covers, nor invite a lord to an humble fliin 
of beef. A decent fupply of good diflies fhould 
always be in readinefs, but nothing ever ftudied 
for unneceffary parade. Plenty and not proftrfion 
fhould be the characleriftic of our board ; and we 
fhould conftantly recoiled that thofc^ are utterly 

unworthy 
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unworthy the appellation of friends, who could wi(h 
us to fquander a parced of valuable pounds for the 
mere fake of making an empty difplay of our 
opulence, when the fum thus extravagantly laid 
out, might be applied to a number of very falutary 
purpofes. 

There are feveral people, however, who arc 
liurried away 'by an unaccountable defire of ap- 
pearing extremely fplendid in their entertainments, 
and make it a fort of point to keep a table confi- 
derably above their circumftances. I remember 
poor dick Thornton would frequently invite peo- 
ple to dinner, and treat with Champagne and Bur- 
gundy, though he borrowed the money which paid 
the bill of fare, but the evening before, from fome 
of his guefts, or pitifully begged a fortnight's credit 
at the Mitre in Fleet-ftreet. 

Hospitality to be fure requires every man to 
receive his acquaintance with the utmoft cordiality 
and warmth, but it by no means defifes people of 
fmall fortune to be conllantly impo\^eri{hing them- 
felves for the fake of keeping an extenfive cifcuit 
of company ; neither does it didtate, that thofe 
with full purfes fhould ever run into^extravagance. 
None, however, rniftake the matter more than 
young fellows who are juft entering in the world, 
and have no other profpedl of fupporting them- 
felves, than the fuccefs of their refpedlive avoca- 
tions. Betrayed by too great a generofity of tem- 
per, they imagine they never can fliew a fufficient 
welcome to their friends ; and hence they incon- 

fiderately 
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fideratdy provide twenty or thirty diffaes for thofe 
very men, whofe general round of living tKey know 
to be a plain fimple joint, or a frugal beef fiake 
at a Tavern. For my own part, whenever it has 
been my lot to dine with perfons of this caft, the 
uncommon excellence of my entertainment has 
entirely fpoiled my ftomach ; and I have loft all 
relifhs to eating, merely from recollefling what a 
confiderable fum a good-natured young fellow muft 
have idly thrown away, through a defire of mani- 
fefting an extraordinary refpeft for his company. 

The publication of this little ftriclure, wiH, I 
hope, in fome meafure remove fo great an abfur- 
dity. People of good fenfe want little more than 
a bare mention of their errors, to produce an amend- 
ment ; and by the reformation which I may hear 
. occaiioned by the prefent hint.^ I fhall immediately 
judge the underftanding of my readers. 



Numb. LXI. Saturday^ A^ril 2. 



IN the courfe of my little ftriflures I have fre- 
quently endeavoured to difcountenance the fcan- 
dalous propenfity which I have obfeive'; in a num- 
ber of old fellows, for an obfcenity of converfa- 
tlon ; a propenfity which even in the thoughtlefs' 
and giddy-headed ft.ite of youth is extremely cul- 
pable, and no lefb difgraces the politenefs of the 
gentleman, than leflens the underftanding of the 

' man* 



No. 6i. The ftASL£^R. 2^65 

man. lb tfie prcftnl ftfm I iball lay a pifture 
before «iy readers, wWlll though really drawn for 
a pankulac perfiMh #01) I fear, prove much too 
general tf fciteiMMee ; but which if it ftould for^ 
tunately prwe a meftns of reforming a fingle indi- 
^ual, will make me think my time very well be- 
ilowed and induce me perhaps to take up the fub- 
3 tSt again at another opportunity. 

Last night having received a moft prei&ng in- 
vitation from an old relation of mine, I went and 
Cupped at his houfe. The company coniififed df 
his lady, his fon, and his two daughters, a very 
eminent clergymen in the city, and myfelf. My 
friend is one of thofe people, who having formerly 
cut a very gay figure in the world, is ftill ambi- 
tious of fpreading the May-bloom of twenty-five 
upon the winter of threefcore; and.defirous of dif- 
playing in the fulnefs of his fpirits, that Ipright* 
linefs and vivacity which time has rdentlefsly taken 
from his perlon : with this view. he is everlafiingly 
aiming at double entendres, and will not evea 
hefitate to crack his indelicate ambiguities upon bit 
children. Oh^he contrary, he of^n attacks Ilia 
daughters with a vein of the moft jqilpable tevity» 
and tells theip, when the poor young ladies are 
ready to fink with fhame and mortification, that 
they know very well what be means,, and that he 
is perfe£^ly feiifible they are both ianguiflting for 
liufbands. 

As my old frieiid fuSers tf^to iake more liber- 
ties with him than, he can iKiar from any body 
V o L. I. H clfc. 
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elfe, I always endeavour to keep him in a little orr 
der ; and this renders my vUlts uncommonly wel- 
come to his family. Laft night I m^iaged him 
pretty well» and we had not al^ve ten or a dozen 
indelicacies during fupper time : but the cloth was 
no fooner removed, than he cried, ^* come, Mr. 
** Babler, I'll give you a toafti" this was what the 
ladies extremely apprehended, and they all inftantly 
rofe up from table, with an abruptnefs that wQuld 
have aftoni(hed a ftranger prodigioufly, and darted 
out of the room : upon this he burft into a loud 
laugh, and flapping^me on the (houlder with an air 
.of extraordinary (ktisfadion, exclaimed, " Well, 
•* my boy, you fee I am ftill old Truepenny, and 
•* though to the full as heavily laden with years 
<« as yourfelf, have fifty times your fpirits, and 
«« can fet the women a going whenever I think 
•* proper.'*. Then turning round to the clergyman, 
and pointing to his fon, he alked, with an arch 
fignificance of countenance, ** Do you think, 
«« doftor, that fellow will be a quarter the man I 
<* am when he comes to my age — hey — what 
<« fay you petticoats." . The gentleman replied, 
he believed not ; and my friend ordered us to fill a 
*bumper direflly, for he ftill piques himfejf upon 
being able to drink a couple of bottles of an even- 
ing. 
When our glaffes were charged, " Now, (fays 

« he) Pll give you a toaft: " he did fo with a witnefs; 

and totally foi;getting the prefence of his fon, the 

profeffion of the clergyman, and the fobriety of my 

chara6ler, 
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character, gave what would fcarcely have iffued 

from the underbred intoxication of an Iri(h chair* 

man in a night cellar. For my own part, I turned 

round in difguft, the clergyman wiped his face, 

and the fon (looped to buckle his (hoe, in order to 

avoid the difagreeable necefEty of blufliing for his 

father, whofe behaviour was no lefe ill-timed than 

it was illiberal. I was in hopes the yifible diiTa- 

tisfadtion which we all. manifefted on this occafion, 

would have kept my antiquated buck in a little 

order for the remainder of the evening : but here. 

Sir, I was miferabiy miftaken ; every glafs brought 

on a new inftance of obfcenity, and produced a 

frefli qucftion, whether he was not the heartiefi: 

cock, of his years, in the un}verfe, The loweft 

.amourp of hjs youthful days were raked up with 

the paoft paltry degree of oftentationj and he 

feemed to gain a new (bare of l|fe from the mere 

repetition of thofe circumftances, which (hould 

have made him forry that he ever lived at a]). 

Youth is but a poor excufe for a man'$ playing 
the fool ; but no palliation can pofEbly be offered, 
where a grey head is ftriving to re-exift in the 
remembrance of former vices, and is ambitious of 
prcfcrving the fame reputation for extravagancies 
in the deepening vale of 'years, which rendered 
him contemptible to the thinking part of the world 
when a boy of nineteen. If a n^an is really de- 
firous of being refpcfted in the decline of life. He 
muft aft in fuch a manner as to defervi the uni- 
verfal efteem of his acquaintance ; inftead of de- 

N 2 viating 
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viatihg ihto rlbaldfy, he muft make an abfcrlate 
dIfpUy of his good fenfe, atfd build his applaufe 
upoti the rectitude of his own fentiments, iiiftead 
of ^|>p1ying to the depravity of Ours. A debauchee 
of wcty h no left a fcandal to nature, than a dif- 
grace to morality ; and Wt cannot help feelilig a 
fecret kind of horror. When we fee a father pro- 
fligately jefting with his children, and taking everf 
bpportuhily to fteel them againft the nicer fenfa- 
tions of delicacy and virtue. The parent who 
ia£ts in this manner has not only his own errors 
to anfwer for, but in a great meafure the crimed 
of his pofterity.. The human mind has a natural 
promptitude to err, and We are all of us but too 
fond of copyihg the examples of thofe whom we 
have been taught to reverence and love. For the 
fake of the rifing generation, therefore, let me 
earneftly exhbrt^ the eld hearty cocks of the prefent 
age, to pay fdme little regard to this reflexion | 
iince the reputation and wel&re of their families 
ought to engage a confiderable ihare of their at- 
tention, however indifferent they may be about 
their oWft. 



^m 



Numb. LXII. Saturday^ April 9. 

NOTWITHSTANDING a number of 
writers have very judicioufly employed their 
pens in expofing the ridiculous partiality which 
ihe generality of parents feel in favour of their 

own 
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own children; yet there is one fpccies pf this par*- 
t'lality which, though the moft fatal in it's ^ffs&Si^ 
has however engaged but the fqia]!^ part of t^ei^ 
notice ; for which reafon I prppofe to pialce \t th^ 
fubjeS of my prefent difcufjion, and i^tter n^yfelf 
that it will be received on account of it's import* 
ance with a particular (hare of iiul,ulgen.ce by tb^ 
public. 

The prejudice upon which I intend to animad- 
vert, is the opinipn abfurdly entertained by every 
body, that the beauty of their daughters will be 
always certain of ipakLng thei.c fortunes. This 
^inbappy pr^pofleffioij is npiy fo univerfa.Uy adopted 
that few parent^ attend to mqre tha^ tbe m^re 
fupcrficials of a young hiy's education ; a mothejr 
Jiow-a-days, inftcad of inculcating hffppB of prur 
dence and morality, is only (blicitous abput the 
perfonal accomplifbments of her rifrng angel : in,-, 
ftead of teaching her to be bumble, modef^ and 
,unafFe£led, fhe lays down no rules but thoic of 
pride ; no precepts but tbofe of arrogance, ^nd 
no documents but tho/e of affeaation. Befoiie 
Mi& is out of her banging flpeves, flie i^ accu^pm^ 
to the moft extravagant praifes of b^r ow9 lieauty, 
and is ipftru^d in a belief, th^t fy the d^^licacy 
of her complexion is attended to, tl^e is |io n«. 
ceffity whatfoever to pay the leaft rtg^x4 «Q tl^c 
cultivation of her mind. Hcqcc |v c^i argue 
upon the excellence of Naples dew, be^ {he 
knows a lingle comquaodqieot i(i the decalogue 5 
^nd defcant vpon the finart^ofe of ^ ribbmd, be- 

N 3 Cure 
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fore (he Is acquainted with a letter in the al« 
phabet. 

The natural confequence of fuch an education 
is, that ihe becomes intollerably vain, and in fup* 
portably ignorant. The firft of thcfe amiable qua- 
lifications, her vanity, renders her totally blind 
to every merit in the charafter of another 
perfon ; and the latter, renders her as totally 
infenfible of the grofleft abfurdity in her own. 
Calculated merely for (hew, her only ftudy is to 
attra£l a croud of fools to the ftandard of her 
beauty ; and taught that a woman with fo ex- 
quifite a face, has a juft pretenfion to the firft offers 
in the kingdom, fbe is continually afpiring above 
the level of her circumftances. By this means 
fhe'moft commonly withers in contempt upon the 
ftalk of an antiquated virginity, or facrifices her 
reputation to fome debauchee of fafliion, whom 
(he vainly imagines to draw in for a hufband. 
It is below a beauty ever to think of marrying with 
a man of her own rank : her charms are to procure 
fome^hi^g infinitely fuperior ; and there is fcarcely 
a tradefman's daughter with a pafTable face, in the 
weekly bills, but what now and tlien thinks of an 
equipage with a tollerable degree of confidence ; 
and imagines herfelf pretty certain at leaft of a 
gentleman or a knight, though (he fhould even fail 
of gaining a helpmate with a coronet. 

The ftrangeft. thing, however, in this unac- 
countable notion with which people are deluded, 
of a daughter's making a fortune with her face, 

is« 
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is, that every one fuppofes the world will look 
through the magnifying glafs of parental prepbf* 
feflion, and conceive juft fuch an opinion 6f thef 
girl's perfonal attra£bions, as they are filly enough 
to entertain themfclves, without ever- rccollefling 
that others have no natural intereft in the young 
lady, either to be blind to her defeds, or fenfible 
^of her perfedions ; they are aftbniihed that we 
(hould differ from*their idea of her merit ; and ab- 
folutely demand that tribute of admiration from 
ourjuftice, which is nothing but the Hdiculous re- 
fuljt of their own partiality. 

How often, I appeal to my readers, have they 
beard a mother extolling the face of fome halfw 
begotten thing to the fkies> as a miracle of ex- 
cellence, and, in the fulnefs of her heart, exclaim-*^ 
ing, ny beautyj my queen^ and my angel, where the 
poor little wretch had a£tually the features of a 
jacknapes. For my own part, I have feen fuch 
things a thoufand times, and among my own rela- 
tions too. My coufin Suke has a little girl of 
about ten years old, who is blind of an eye, and 
feamed with the fmall pox, like a Savoy-cabbage; 
yet Suke imagines that her daughter will, one time 
or other, make a conqueft of a nobleman ; and 
has been known to praife the ineffable fweetnefs 
of her Patty's face, though the company were at 
that very moment talking about lady Sarah Ban- 
bury, or the duchefs of Hamilton. 

Were parents, however, to z£t with prudence, 
they might eafily judge from what they themfelves 

N 4 think 
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thidc of odier peo^es' children^ how other people 
are aflSeAid at the fight of theirs. This fingle 
wnode^t jjtdfftkg would, in a moment^ unbind the 
diam vMdk htamttes the heart of fo many fathers 
and moihan, ami cooviiice them that there were a 
number of leqoifiles neoeflary to form a complete 
woman, bdUes the po&ffioa of a fmooth face, 
and an agreeaUe perfon : they would then fee, 
that a woll-cidtivaled mind had an infinite fupe- 
liority over the moft rrfy cheek in the univerfe j 
and difcover that fcmething more than a baro 
knowledge in fixing a hcad-drcfs, or pinning a 
handkerchief, was indifpenfibly proper for the mif« 
trefs of a family. 

In fsL&y the men are not fueh fools as they may 
be generally imi^ined. A young feUow, if )»r 
wantei to make an dccafional connexioti with a 
lady, fearcely ^ver looks for more than figune or 
make. By the ftme rule that be buys a horfi^ he 
choofes his miftrefii : but the cafe is widely diffi:* 
l>ent, when he comes to ibiok of a wife. However 
he may lau^ at prudence and difcfiedon in hifli)* 
fHf, be always fequiites it in her ; and ^inks be 
is infinttely more liable to fuffer in the public 
Ofunion, difougfa the minuteA focbk of her^s, than 
through the gresoeft error of Ins own : for this 
meafon, the wiMeft libertine, when he thidcs of 
marryifig, gener^y bok^ out for a wootan of 
virtue and underftanding* Experience has taught 
him how iiball a fltsre the mei:e attraflions of a 
fine fiwe have in the fimnation of real happinefs s 

and 
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^d if he even choofes a periim that i/Mffts a fortune^ 
yet his choice is moft cpaimooly ^ per^ that ca9» 
five one. Hence matrimony is the only tbiog ia 
which he (eldom fuffers bimfelf to be duped) ap^ 
he hardly ever dreams of aiking the hand of fi me^e 
beauty, while there is a poffibility for him to gfin- 
a woman of real beauty and pieri t top. 

« I ■ — ^— — — — — 1— ^ 

Numb. LXIIL Saturday^ April iS. ' 

■ ' ' ' . ' Iff 

r* /** B A B L E R. 
SIR, 

TH E ftri£bures In your laft paper, on the rf* 
diculous propenfity which the generality of 
people have to fuppofe the beauty of their daughters 
will at any time be fufHcient to make their for- 
tunes, are fo very much in point, tlvit I cannot re*, 
iift a defire of troubling you with my little ftory^ 
efpecially as it may perhaps be a means qf prevent- 
ing fome other parents from following the unhappy 
example of my poor father and mother, whole 
ill-judged tendernefs in this refpe£l wa» the original 
iburce of all my misfortunes. 

My father you muft know, Mr. Babler, was 
the youngeft ion of a good family, but had, how- 
ever, no other dependance than an employment 
under the government, which brought him in about 
Eve hundred pounds a year. As he was naturally 
of a generous difpofition, he never thought of 

F 5 siending 
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mending his circumftances by marrying a woman 
with money, though he had aperfon and an ad- 
drcfs which rendered it no way difficult for him. 
to fucceed with the ladies. On the contrary. 
Sir, he followed the implicit direction of his in« 
clinations ; iand before he was iive and twenty, 
married my mother, the daughter of a Gloucefter- 
ibirc baronet, whofe whole fortune confifted of a 
long line of anceftors, a high notion of gentility, 
-and a very agreeable face. 

With a difpofition on both fides to make every 
thing wear the moft elegant appearance, it is not 
to be wondered at, if on either, there were no ex- 
traordinary notions of oeconomy. I was born in 
about a twelvemonth after their union ; and I have 
heard my mother fay, the bare preparations for her 
lying in,-*amounted to near a hundred and fifty 
pounds. Being the only produ£l of their afFe£lions, 
I was treated as if I was fomething more than 
mortal. In my earlieft infancy I was difcovered 
to have fome iq-efiftible attra£iions. My mother, 
before my eyes were well open, declared them a 
pair of the right killing kind ; and if I happened 
but to cry for a little breads and milk, my father 
found out in every fqualLfome indications of a won- 
derful fagacity. In (hort, I was looked upon as an 
abfolute OKo 9r faJmongundy of perfe£liom^ to ufe the 
words of afafliionableauthor, and was almoft in dan- 
ger of being devoured, through the infaiiable fond- 
nefs as I may call it, of my poor father and mother. 

Whei? 
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When I grew towards fcven or eight, and had 
paffed the ordeal of a fiery fmall-pox with pretty 
good fpccefs, I was pronounced a perfeft beauty 5 
and my friends all concluded, that it was impoffible 
.but what fuch a woman as I promifed to turn out^ 
muft mak^ her fortune by her perfonal attradions. 
Infatuated by this unaccountable prepofTeifion, my 
mother's fole attention was confined to thofe ac- 
complifliments which were rather engaging thaii 
neceflary, and rendered a woman fuperficially 
agreeable, without being of any intrinfic ufe. 
Thus, Sir, when other girls of my age were ad- 
vancing pretty faft in the progrefs of Prench, Italian, 
and Engliih authors, I was ftudying how to play 
at quadrille, or exercifmg ihe whole army of my 
little graces before the looking glafs. Inftead of 
growing a miftrefs at my needle, and affifting to 
make up the linnen of the family, I was inftru£ted 
to laugh at induftry, and told, that poring on a 
piece of work would inevitably injure my eyes, or 
endanger my conftitution. Going to church they 
as good as told me, was extremely vulgar, and it 
was hinted that I fhould (hew my fpirit by taking 
care to' rajt© the fervants very foundly, whenever 
they grew either familiar pr impertinent. In fliort. 
Sir, in this hopeful mariner I reached my fixteenth 
year, and knew nothing in nature but how to 
make a cap, play a game at cards, turn out my 
toes a little tollerably, and play a leflbn or two on 
the harpfichord. 
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At I WIS now bofdtring on tbe age when my 
mocber expe&ed my perfon vi^ould wodc miracks, 
ihe took uACommon pains to tell me, that thofe 
who were my equ^ only were infinitely beneath 
me; and that none but thde who were confi* 
decably my iiiperiors^ oouM poffiUy be as gped a$ 
myfelf -» Vanity and indifcKtion* the charofie- 
riftics of vof years, were open to every document 
of this nature ; and I looked upon it as a deroga- 
4ton ffom my confequence, to be feen in lefs than 
honourable company. For this purpofe I even con^ 
defcended to be treated with indifference ; put up 
with an iofuk from the daug|bter of a man of 
/aihioQ, for the fake of numbering her amongft 
my acquaintance; and permitted fome familiarities, 
not criminal however, from her brother, to pur- 
chafe the honour of his attending on me in public* 
— -Theconiibquence of this behaviour was, how- 
.-ever fatal : *— Before I was eighteen, I refufed two 
or three very confiderable offers from people of my 
^»wn rank ; and before I was nineteen, fell a vi&im 
to the illiberal machinations of a villain with an 
•earldom, w^o vifited on my account at my father's, 
and flattered him with a notion of fpedily becoming 
my hufband. 

Not to dwell upon this unhappy circumftance, 
fuffice it, that ibame and difappointment quickly 
broke the heart of my jpoor father, who died, la- 
menting with his laft breath his error in my edu- 
cation, and was followed by his miferable itl'iQ. in 
Jeis than fix weeks. With my father died all my 

hopes 
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L r ' bopes of fi^fiftence, ^d what I ihould have done 

^ for bread God only knows, had not a moft excel' 

t^ lent ladyy who was compelled into a marriage with 

^ pny betrayer, a little after I was undone by him, 

^ pufchafed me out of her pin-money an annuity 

f; 0f a hundred pounds for my life, and generoufly 

^ Seat it'me in a manner that doubled the obligation* 

Upon this I hfwe sefided nem-ten years in a remote 
part of the country, endeavouring, by a clofe ap- 
plication to the beft authors, to unlearn the prin* 
cipal part of what I was formerly taught ; and to 
attone by aii exemplary condudt, during the re- 
mainder of my days, for the indifcretions of my 
,paft behaviour. May my flory prove a means of 
preventing the ruin of other young women ; and 
teach fuch parents as mine, that the only way of 
, raifing a real happineis for their children, is to lay 
the foundation on difcretion and virtue. 

I am.. Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 

THEODORAt 



Numb. LXIV. Saturday^ April 23. 
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To the B A B L E R. 
S I R, 

THERE is a fpecies of ill-breeding which I 
have pbferved to be .extremely prevalent 
among ieveral of our modern pretenders to polite- 

nefs } and which as jt,giv««.mucb uneafinefs to a 

number 
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numBer of well-meaning people, I have taken the 
liberty of condemning in the following little nar- 
rative ; and (ball, therefore, efteem it as a fingular 
obligation, if^ you will lay it before the public^ 
through the channel of your excellent paper. 
' You muft know, Mr. Babler, that I live in 
a tollerably genteel ftreet, *not far from Lincoln's- 
inn, and have made it my principal ftudy during 
the whole time of my refidence, to give no offence 
whatfoever to any perfon in the neighbourhood. 
Unhappily however. Sir, there is an antiquated 
gentleman, who lives almoft oppofite to me, and 
who has a family confifting of a wife every whit 
as venerable as bimfelf, two daughters to whom 
nature' has been uncommonly parfimonious in the 
diftribution of her perfonal graces, and a fervant 
maid. As this amiable little community pique 
themfelves prodigioufly on the regularity of their 
own condudl, they Jte-e continually upon the watch 
to pry into the behaviour pf every body elfe. 
Hence, Sir, if a gentleman knocks at my door 
about bufinefs, fome one of them continually runs 
to the window to fee who it is, and comments in 
a tone lould enough to be diftin£tly heard acrois 
the way, either upon his drefs pr his perfon. If I 
have contpany with me in the parlour, fome of 
them ftand centinel on me at the dining-room ; 
and if I take my guefts into the dining-room, they 
mount to the fccond floor, where they have a^fuU 
command of all my motions, and reduce me to 
the difagrecable alternative of bearing tha whole 
» - torrent 
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torrent of their impertinent obfcrvations^ or of 
letting down my curtains.-— To be fure. Sir, I am 
not the only objedl of this obliging folicitude ; as 
far as they can poffibly fee, they manifeft a laudable 
anxiety forthe conduft of their neighbours ; and be- 
ing fortunately fituated in a houfe pretty remark- 
able for the convenience of it's profpeft, they ftrike 
a kind of awe through a number of families con- 
fiderably better than themfclves, and are almoft as 
good as our reforming clafs of conftables, to en- 
force the minuteft propriety of behaviour. 

Did their impertinence, however, extend no 
farther, it might perhaps be borne with fome de- 
gree of temper, and they might poffibly be confi- 
dered as obje£ls of our pity, without ever exciting 
our refentment.' But alas ! Mr, Babler, the buck- 
ling of a Ihoe, or the wearing of a clean fliirt, fets 
them into a tittering ; and a little more powder in 
one's wig than ordinary, occafions a horfe laugli. 
My wife. Sir, being as good-natured and placid a 
girl as ever exifted, this difpofition gives them fo 
great an advantage over her, that fhe can never 
look out of her own window, and is always in the 
greateft diftrefs if the fervant keeps her a moment 
at the door. If (he puts on but a frefli gown to 
vifit a friend, (he hears, *' Lord we are drejl to day^* 
breaking from the oppofite fide of the ftreet ; and if 
(he fends home but an humble leg of mutton from 
market, there is a, ** Pon my word we are refolded U 
^« live well however^ let who will pay for it.**'^^ Nay, 
Sir, my little girl, an infant under two years of 
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age, come in for her (hare of this delicate treat* 
ment ; and her mother having a day or two ago 
bought her a new bonnet, the child has ever fincc 
undergone the fevereft exertion of their wit, and 
^* God low you look at wifi* is the continual expreC- 
fion whenever the maid appears with ,her at the 
door, or takes Ber out Into Lincoln's-inn gardens 
for a little air and exercife. In fhort. Sir, not ao 
article in our drefs, nor a feature in our faces» 
efcapes the eagle-eyed notice of our worthy neigh* 
hours i and there is fcarce a poflibility of con- 
ceiving how very unhappy we have been rendered 
by this excefs of curiofity and impertinence* 

Werb thefe good people themfelves, either dif- 
tinguiibed for any uncommon elegance of appeal^ 
' ance^ or amtablenefs of perfon, this behaviour 
would be the lefs extraordinary ; — but. Sir, funday 
is perhaps the only day in the week on which they 
change their, linnen ; and I have already hinted, 
that there is no extraordinary fliare of beauty in 
the family. As for the father, he is an abfolute 
Or an Otan\ a nicer man of the woods; the old 
gentlewoman is the immediate idea of that vener« 
able lady to whom Saul paid a midnight vifit at 
Endw" \ and the eldeft daughter to an unmeaning- 
nefs of face that aAually borders upon lunacy, 
joins a couple of tu0ies that projed a furprifing way 
from the mouth, like the forks of an elephant; the 
youngeft, to borrow an expreflion from. the Copftr 
Captain^ has a hufi ahut her like achffnuU which fo 
compleatly abfoibs every voftige of :liufDanity, that 

I an 
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I am almoft at a lofs in what order of beings to 
rank her; and therefore, though herfex has perhaps 
been already afcertalned^ I Ihall pat her fpecies 
down in the doubtful gender. 

There is nothing, Mr. Babler, which betrays 
an underftanding fo weak, or a heart fo malevo- 
lent, as an inclination to render others unde- 
fervedly uneafy* The people of every little neigh- 
bourhood, like the members of the largeft com- 
munities, (hould always endeavour to engage one ' 
another's efteem by a mutual intercourfe of good, 
at leaft of obliging, offices : true politenefs, how- 
ever, this unfafbionable fenfe of the word may be 
exploded, confifts in exerting our utmoft abilities 
to promote the fatisfa£tion of our neighbours. A 
contrary difpofition, though it may be reckoned 
extrem^ely witty by fome, can be confldered in 
that light by none but the ignorant or the worth- 
lefs. Whoever thinks the approbation of fuch 
an efleotial to their happinefs, has my full per- 
miflion to follicit it; but I will readily affirm 
that every fendble and benevolent mind will 
.hold them in deteftation or contempt, and look 
upon them as an equal difgrace and nuifance to 
ibciety. What a pity is it. Sir, that like other 
nuifances there is no method of prefenting theni: 
by a grand jury : as there is not, fuffer me to pre- 
sent them in this manner, and be afTured, you will 
have the thanks of many families in my part of the 
town, beildes thofe of your moft humble fervants, 

CENSOR, 
Numb. 



a8a The B A B L E R. No. 65. 



Numb. LXV. Saturday^ April 30. 



t I I 



TO know mankind^ and to profit by their fol- 
lies, is generally the wifli of the mercenary ; 
but there are (bmc who think, that, expbfing their 
own follies to the public view, is the trueft means 
of acquiring an infight into thofe of others. This 
method of a man's fubje<Sling himfelf to* voluntary 
diftrefs, in order to beconie acquainted with human 
nature, goes by the name of feeing life; fo that, 
as the phrafe soes, the young fellow is now faid 
to have feen moft of life who ha& experienced mofl 
inifery. 

I HAVE often with pity regarded fome of my 
more youthful acqdaintance who took this ex- 
perimental way of becoming philofophers, and who 
thought proper to buy all the little wit they had 
by their fufFerings : and yet, in faft, when we 
come to examine this afcetic kQ. of ftudents, we 
ihall find them utterly ignorant of real life, and 
(killed only in the ceremonies of a night cellar, or 
the etiquette of a brothel. 

It is amufing enough to liften to one of thefe 
gentlemen, who has the charadler of being pro- 
foundly verfed in life, exerting his fuperiority of 
(kill in company. He has a new phrafe for ever/ 
thing; ^^iip us a wag of your manui** is, for in- 
ftance, fliake hands \ ** Ut us have a bufs at your muns^ 
is let me kifs you : for fuch humour as this, our 
* unfortunate 
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unfortunate creature has had his head broken, his 
pockets picked, and his conftitution deftroyed, 
though fully convinced of his errors the very mo- 
ment he was running into them with the greateft 
avidity. 

It has been often faid, that half the pains 
which fome men take to be rouged could very 
comfortably have fupported them in honefty* 
With equal truth it may be faid, that half the la- 
bours which thefe men ufe in the purfuit of plea* 
fure, could have fupplied them with a double 
portion of the means. Pleafure is not fo coy 'a mi- 
ftrefs as thefe men would peifuade us that ihe is ; 
(he needs not be purfued through the mazes of a 
night adventure, nor earned by the hazard of 
loofing a nofe ; the ufual beaten tra£l to happi- 
nefs is ever the fureft, and to live like the reft of 
mankind is a ftrong prefumption that the traveller 
is in the right way. ^ When one of our blooded 
young fellows, with a true eccentricity of think- 
ing, feparates from the crowd, in order to enjoy 
higher delights than his acquaintance, he only 
becomes the obje£i; of contempt and derifion, and 
like a deer in the foreft he ever finds leaft fafetjf 
when alone. 

The ridicule of every 'age has been levelled 
againft this abfprd purfuer of life, and fiill like 
the witch in the fable, as he has been hunted 
down in one (bape he has afiumed another. la 
the SpediatOr's days, the buck of the time was 
called a Mohock 3 he afterwards received the ap- 
pellation 
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pdladon of a BboJi and', at prefent, he is called 
» Baui: the three charaAen of the different tlmesy 
however are very nearly the fame ; they differ in 
little nore than appellation; and^are-all equally 
diftinguiihed for malevolent of heart and weakneiSi 
of underftanding. 

Ths moft extraordinary circumftance in the 
cbaraders of thefe w<Mthy gentlemen who know 
fo much of life, is, that fcarcely one in a thou/and 
of them knows any thing of life atall s or at hefty 
like a maggot in a cheeie, he only eats tAto the 
rotten part of it, and, after fitttenlngibr a (eafba 
on the common of lolly and lieentiaufiufSf ho 
comes out pampered widi nodiiog but igmurance ' 
and immorality. 

Lit one of the moft experienced phstofopheai 
in die fyftem of modem life, come, finr half an 
hour, into company vith two or diree rational 
beings, and he looks as if he was abfolutdy of a 
different (pecies. — - Converfant with notbiog but 
what be ought mi to know, he is incapable of 
conducing himielf, either like a man of fenfe or 
a geodeman, and, acquainted only widi the d.ef- 
picable frolicks of die Garden, he is at a vifihie 
lo(s if a fubje£b of the leaft erudition is ftarted, 
and perplexed if he hears a fyllable bgrderiag 
upon politenefs or good breeding ; he languiflies 
only for an indelicate toaft, or an opportuni^ 
of introducing fome paltry little adventure, which 
ought to be referved for a kt of intoxicated ap^ 

prenUc^ 
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prentices dn a Cbriftmas holiday. £ven in the 
prefence 6f the moft modeft among the fofter fex» 
he does not hefitate to mention the name of Tome 
fafliionate demirep ; nor fcruple to boaft of t 
Newgate acquaintance with an executed higli^ 
\rajrman. 

YsTf notwithftanding this deicription of a 
modern buck is pretty exa£t, there is an unac- 
countable ambition among the greateft number 
of our young fellows to (hew a tolerable 'pretcn- 
iion to the chara£ter. From a ftrange opinio^ 
that Hbertinifm is a proof of good fenfe, they aH 
facrifice the little fenfe which they poflefs to be- 
come libertines, and are infinitely lefs fearful of 
being looked upon as profligates, than being ri- 
diculed as fools. 

Those however, who would willingly arrive 
at the good opinion of the world, and merit the 
fecret approbation of their own hearts, mud a£l 
upon ar very oppofite principle. Little as the 
world may follow the documents of virtue, it 
neverthelefs admires them ; and we ourfelves are 
never more ready to venerate a man of principle, 
than when on account of our vices he treats us 
with contempt. Let us therefore, inftead of being 
what in our hearts we really deteft, endeavour 
to arrive at what we are ambitious to be thought ; 
and make that very pride which hurries us into 
fuch a number of excefTes, a laudable incentive to 
the road of perfe£Uon» 

Virtue 
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Virtue in h& wants only to be known to 
have a number of admirers ; and as in the pur- 
fuit of thofe vices which deftroy both our tem- 
poral and our eternal felicity, habit ehcreafes 
our reliOi for perfevering ; fo in the pra£lice of all 
that can enfure our happinefs here and hereafter, 
habit alfo impels us to proceed, and furnifhes con- 
tinual inducements, which gradually lead us to 
the moft exalted pinnacle of human excellence* 
7'he man therefore, who wijl not be happy, has 
no-body to cenfure but hiixifelf ; as the power is 
entirely in his hands, if he choofesbut to exert iu 



End of the firft Voi«UM8» 
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